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However stunning HDTV’s and Blu-Ray's visual qualities, without 
Eclipse TD technology, you can’t enjoy all the breathtaking detail, 
texture and quality of their lossless audio formats. But together, 
you experience sensational sound to match whatever it is you 
want to see. Enjoy High Definition a whole lot more and make 
sure you hear it a whole lot better. Visit www.eclipse-td.net. 
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The recession is over! Or, at least, it seems to be for 
the major kit manufacturers, whose lineups for 2010 
crackle with innovation and promise. 

Having recently visited this year’s Consumer 
Electronics Show in Las Vegas, and R&D departments in Japan 
and South Korea, the HCC team has been so wowed by the next 
generation of AV hardware that we’re running around like kids 
on a sugar rush. 3D TVs and BLu-ray decks, OLED 
and Toshiba’s Cell TV are finally on the brink 
of release and you can read about them, and much more, 
in our Global Tech Preview starting on p22. 
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In addition, in the here and now, we bring you the essential kit 
that’s already available. JVC’s DLA-HD950 (p50) could well be 
the best projector on the planet for the price, Philips’ new 46in 
LED TV (p54) leads the way for the format, and Bowers & 
Wilkins’ CM Series 5.1 speaker package (p58) is just the ticket for 
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those with four-and-a-half grand burning a hole in their pocket. 

This is already turning out to be a great year! 
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TEAM HCC 

Rik Henderson: 

DepEdRik has worked on 
tech mags and videogames 
TV shows for two decades 


Steve May: r W 

HCCs Editor-in-Chief has a * 
stunni ng 20 + yea rs as a C E h 
journo on his dock 



Anton van Beek: 

News. Ed Anton began his 
pro-videophile career oyer 
11 years ago 


Chris Jen kins: 

Our ISF-calibrated Tech 
Labs Manager is the former 
Editor of Total DVD mag 



Mark Craven: 

HCCs Production Editor can 
write shorthand-he can’t 
read it, though 



John Rook: 

Art Editor John first worked 
on HCC back in 1999, when 
TVs were made of wood 
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MENU 


BULLETIN 

The place for hot products, trends 
and technology. Starts... p7 

09 Freeview HD 
coming soon 

Chipsets finally enter mass production 

10 3D health debate 

Should 3DTV come with a warning? 

15 Point of View 

Richard Stevenson's strips down his home 
cinema to its bare essentials 

17 DVD Addict 

The Beek runs through his most 
anticipated cinema smashes of 2010 

19 Tech Tantrum 

From 3D at home to ‘5Os creature-features 

FEATURES 

In-depth interviews and special 
reports. Starts... pl2 

12 The revolution 
starts here 

HCC visits the world's first 3Dsatellite 
broadcaster for a look at the future of TV 

34The Good Fella 

Your guide to the very best of Martin 
Scorsese on DVD and Blu-ray 

INSTALLS 

Planning a home cinema? 

Then this Is the place to be... p37 

38 Home tech 

All the latest news from the world 
of custom installs 

40 Room at the top 

HCC visits a loft-based cinema where 
there’s more than meetsthe eye 

44 Certified: AV-holic! 

More HCC readers share the secrets behind 
their AV setup 


TECH LABS 

Our guarantee to you: 

Equipment reviewed in Home Cinema 
Choice is measured and quantified by 
Future Tech Labs P which for more tha 
15 years has set the standard for 
independent AV test & measurement. 
The findings of the Tech Labs are used 
to underpin the subjective opinions of our 
Reviews team, ensuring that youreceive 
the best-possible advice when it comes 
to planning your next purchase 


Remote 2.0 

Samsung’s 
revolutionary new 
touchscreen 
TV control 




Three £1,000 Full HD projectors are put through 
their paces in the HCC Tech Labs 


CO-STARRING 

This issue’s team of expert writers are the best qualified in the business 


Martin Pipe: 

Technology specialist 
Martin co-developed HCCs 
Tech Lab operation 


Adam Rayner 

The UK's foremost expert in 
extreme audio writes about 
bass, hi-fi and cartoons' 



Richard Stevenson; 

Industry veteran and former 
Editor of UK CE trade 
journalfftT 


Jim Hill; 

Apple fanatic Hill is the 
former editor of T3Home 
and a What Hi-Fi escapee 



Danny Philips; 

Former Editor of What Video I 
& High-Definition TV and f 
dedicated AV boffin 
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90 

Subscribe! 

Save money on 
the world’s best 
AV mag and get 
three Masters of 
Cinema Blu-rays 
worth £68! 


PLAYBACK 

HCCs hardware experts cast 
a critical eye over the latest DVD 
and Blu-ray titles... p97 

98 Up(BD) 

99 Jennifer’s Body (bd) 
Broken Embraces (bd) 
The Firm (bd) 

The Final Destination 

(DVD) 

100 Pandorum (bd> 

Sons of Anarchy: 
Season One (dvd) 

Doctor Who: Peladon 
Tales (dvd) 

Last Action Hero (bd) 
Stan Helsing (dvd) 

101 Surrogates (dvd) 

103 Thirst (bd) 

Coffin Rock (dvd) 

The Beast Stalker: 
2-Disc Ultimate 
Collector’s Edition (dvd) 

House (DVD) 

Pontypool (bd) 

104 Whiteout (bd) 

Stardust: Special 
Edition (bd) 

For All Mankind (bd) 

Soul Power (sd) 

Shorts (bd) 



REVIEWS 

With a focus on performance, these 
are in-depth tests you can trust... p49 

50JVCDLA-HD950 

With itsTHX stamp and best-in-class 
pictures, JVC's latest D-ILA projector leaves 
us drooling 

54 Philips 46PFL9704H 

Forget 3DTV, the Dutch tech giant's 
awe-inspiring 4 bin screen proves that 2010 
will go down as the 'Year of LED TV 

58 Bowers & Wilkins 
CM Series 

This mid-range 5.1 speaker package mixes 
high-end tech with a more classic 
traditional aesthetic 

62 Marantz BD7004 

Does Marantz’s second-gen BD deck offer 
enough premium kicks to tempt you away 
from its budget competitors? 

64 Panasonic TX-P58V10 

This THX-certified 58in Full HD NeoPDP 
plasma delivers an awe-inspiring 
cinematic spectacle 

66TannoyTS1201 

The legendary speaker brand unleashes 
a compact yet classy 500W subwoofer 
that's sure to turn a few heads 

68 Denon AVR-4810/ 
BDP-4010UD 

Denon’s 9.1-channel receiver and universal 
disc-spinner make an unbeatable 
high-end pairing 

72 Samsung HT-BD1255 

Gadget-packed Blu-ray 5.1 system that 
punches above its weight when it comes 
to AV performance 

74 Toshiba BDX2000 

Better late than never - the father of 
HD DVD finally makes the leap to Blu-ray 
with this £200 deck 

78 Yamaha RX-V2065 

A new fascia design and GUI are the 
cornerstones of this sophisticated top-end 
AV receiver 

80 KEF C Series AV5 
package 

Tight, fast audio and value for money 
are the order of the day with KEF's new 
entry-level 5.1 speaker package 

PLUS- 

108 Feedback 

For comments on tech developments, 
system problems, or plain old 
moaning, there’s no better venue! 

130 Next Issue 

We reveal everything you need to 
know about 3D! 


www.journal-plaza.net & www.freedowns.net 


APRIL 2010 HOME CINEMA CHOICE 



















Looking for the best 
Home Cinema? 




Hear Your Films as the Director Intended Compare the Latest Projection Technology 

At Gecko, our house system is M&K's legendary 150 speakers, Gecko's showroom is the only place where you can compare 

as used by Warner Bros, 20th Century Fox, Paramount, all the latest projection and screen technologies from Runco, 

Universal, Dolby, Lucasfilm, THX, DTS, DreamWorks, Sony Stewart and Screen Research as well as far more affordable 

Pictures and Disney. Using these same speakers in your home alternatives from JVC, Epson and VuTec* You'll be shocked at 

will perfectly reproduce what the director intended and at a what you see and what you'll save! 

fraction of the price of other alternatives. 

Professional Room Design The World's Finest Surround System 

Over half of what you hear from any system is created by the Finally, our facilities are the only place in the UK where you 

acoustic of the listening room, so room design is an integral can hear the world's finest home cinema system. Steinway 

part of any system we create. Our acousticians design over 30 Lyngdorf's surround systems are unique in being able to 

rooms a month and have the experience to ensure that your perfectly reproduce the full resolution of high definition 
room has the perfect acoustics to let your system shine* surround formats* 

To experience the extraordinary contact Gecko on 0845 262 2882 
www.geckohomecinema.com 
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-►News highlights FREEVIEW HD Set-top boxes and TVs finally ready to ship 
DIAMONDS ARE FOREVER Bowers & Wilkins adds bling to its speakers WILL 3D MAKE YOU ILL? 
Scientists debate ‘physiological effects’ of next-gen TV PARANORMAL ACTIVITY HD release for the 
scariest film of the Noughties PICK ‘N’ MIX Director Nick Love reveals his five favourite films 


Remote 2.0 



Samsung Touch Remote www.samsung.co.uk 


is it a phone? Is it an MP3 player? Nope, it’s a TV 
remote control. Debuted at the Consumer 
Electronics Show, this hi-tech zapper will 
be bundled with Samsung’s new high-end 
LE9000 LED TV. The full-colour 
touchscreen remote’s standout feature 
is its ability to stream TV content 
wirelessly, so your missus can still 
watch the end of Emmerdate 
while you begin the latest 
Blu-ray blockbuster 
or flick over to the footy. 


Online... 

Looking for breaking AV news, 
blogs, features, & reviews? 

For your daily fix visit us at 

www.homecinemachoice.conn 

Follow us on Twitter @hccmag 


www.journal-plaza.net & www.freedowns.net 


APRIL 2010 HOME CINEMA CHOICE 






8 BOWERS & WILKINSFREEVIEW HD-> PLAYLIST 






V 

ZJ 


A 


) 

L 



Arriving in the UK courtesy 
of distributor Armour Home 
Electronics, NAD’s new flagship 
8lu-ray player packs quite a 
punch. Described as being ‘built 
for performance*, the M56 ticks 
all of the necessary boxes with 
Super Fast Loading, onboard 
HD audio decoding, 7.1-channel 
analogue outputs, premium 
build quality (including 
extensive shielding) and 
a USB 2.0 port for music and 
image file playback. 


www.armourhome.co.uk 




I 

are forever 

n 


. bo we rs-wl Iki ns.co.uk 


NAD Masters Series M56 
High-end hi-def disc-spinner 
£1,900 approx 


If you want speakers with a bit of 
bling, took no further than Bowers 
& Wilkins’ latest high-end offering. 
Building on five previous 
generations of its revered 800 
Series speakers, B&W’s 800 
Series Diamond range ups the 
performance bar yet again 
by including diamond dome 
tweeters. The seven-strong lineup 
includes four floorstanders, a 
bookshelf design and two centre 
channel iterations. Prices range 
from £3,000-£14,000 per pair. 
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Art Loewe 

Loewe has added a 
32in model to its Art 
SL range of Full HD 
LCD TVs, Made by 
Phoenix Design of 
Stuttgart, the eye-catching Art SL is 
one of the slimmest TVs Loewe has 
ever produced, but still finds space for 
a DVB-T tuner, IQQHz tech and 24p 
motion picture display, with the 
additional option of a 250GB DR+ 
hard disk recorder, Loewe has also 
introduced a High Gloss White finish 
for the 32- 37- and 42in models in the 
Art SL range. Prices begin at £2.040. 



Apex arrives 

Monitor Audio is 
ta rgetiing th e" I. uxury 
interior market' with 
^ » I fl^gshi p ra n ge of 

Apex speakers 

touching down in the UK this March, 
Promising elite styling coupled with the 
technology of the company's Platinum, 
GS and RX hi-fidelity speakers, the Apex 
range arrives with three models - the 
uLtra compact A10 satellite (£250 
each), the slim-profile A40 centre 
(£400) and the 500W AW-12 active 
subwoofer (£900). Pre wired speaker 
stands are an option for the A10. too. 


Meridian takes 
control 



Retailing for £3,500 
and available soon. 
Meridian's G61R is the 
high-end brand's most affordable 
audio processor/pre-amplifier yet, 
Central to the G61R is a powerful 
DSP engine running at 150MHz 
and delivering 9 00 Ml PS (million 
instructions per second), ensuring all 
processing is carried out with '48bit 
precision 1 . The DSP is also responsible 
for the unit's comprehensive bass 
management system and room 
correction software. 


Freeview HD coming soon 

Chip required by set-top-boxes finally enters mass production 



Freeview HD’s debut in early December last year 
was not the big fanfare that many had been 
expecting, with just a technical briefing for AV 
hacks on the day transmissions began from 
Crystal Palace in London and Winter Hill in 
Manchester. And with the service now two 
months old* we 1 re still awaiting hardware. 

The good news is* the wait should soon be over. 

The hold up was caused by a delay in getting 
the chipsets ready for the TV platform's launch, 
Sony, however, announced early January that it 
has begun iargescaie manufacturing of its DVB-T2 
demodulator LSI (pictured below), which means 
Freeview HD components can now be finalised 
and shipped to stores. 

At the CES 2010 In Us 
Vegas, numerous brands, 
including Sony and LG, 
pledged Freeview HD- 
enabied fiatscreens in their 
2010 lineups. Sony says 
that 75 per cent of its new 
UK f iatscreen range will 
use Freeview HD tuners; 

LG is aiming to have half 
its2Q10 flatscreen stabLe 
Freeview HD-capabLe for 
the World Cup in June, 
including LED, LCD and 
plasma models. 

Of course, what many UK 
consumers want is a Freeview 
HD STB they can plug into their 
existing HDTV, and it looks like 
technology stalwart Humax will be 
first to bring one to shops. With 
DVES-T2 chips now shipping, we 
expect Humax's HD-FoxT2 
receiver to arrive soon with 
asub-£2G0 price tag. 

Atwin tuner 500GB 
Freeview^ HD PVR will 


Freeview is still the UK's 
fastest-growing platform, 
says MD Dse Howling 


models offer multimedia 
playbackand network 

streaming from PCs. Despite the delay in bringing 
equipment to consumers, Freeview MD Use 
Howling was in a bullish mood when she spoke 
to HCC : “We're ensuring that the pace of change 
matches the expectations of our consumers. 
That's why over SO percent of the analogue 

switchers this year 
have chosen Freeview 
and why Freeview 
is stilL the UK's fastest 
growing TV platform'. 

And, with BBC 
iPlayer expected to 
be added to Freeview 
HD boxes this year, the 
Freeview MD hinted 
that receivers are in the 
works that will support 
VoD, offering Project 
Canvas, a joint venture 
between the BBC, I TV, 
Five and BT, 

“Freeview Is now on 
the main set in 10 miilion 
homes in the country, 1 
she added, 1 believe we’re in a better 
position than almost anyone else in 
the market to launch new products 
Like HD, We're helping to shift the 
entire country into a digitaL, on- 
demand entertainment environment' 
Around half the UK should have 
access to Freeview HD in time 
for the World 
Cup. 
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Cloudy with the 
Chance of Meatballs 
(All-region BD) 


This gripping 
Swedish 
detective drama 
is the most 
cinematic show 
the BBC has 
ever made. 

Art for) van Bee* 


Trendy vampires, werewolves 
and ghosts abound in this 
fabulous black comedy John Rook 


Laugh-out loud funny and 
beautifully animated -a brilliant 
BD release. Rik Henderson 


Another Tony Scott/Denzel 
Washington fLick that delivers 
all the popcorn cinema thrills 
you need, Mark Craven 


Playlist. 

Team HCC reveals 
its Playback picks 


of the last month 


Vintage footage and candid 
revelations make this doc 
a must-see DVD Stevie May 
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Pick'n'mix 

Film 
director 
Nick Love 
picks his 
five fave 
movies... 

1 

lt 5 s just f**king epic isn’t itJ 

2 

I’m obviously a Michael Mann fan. 
What’ssoamazing about The 
Insider is it’ssuchathangeof 
direction from Heat. 


Midnight Cowboy 


Because of the relationship 
between Dustin Hoffman and 
Jon Voight. I love this film. 


Apocalypse Now 


Brilliant story-telling. The sound 
editing and the style of it, you've 
never seen anything like it You 
feel it. An absolute labour of love. 


Paper Moon 


Ararelyseen film by Peter 
Bpgdanovic, with a beautiful 
relationship between Ryan O’Neal 
and Tatum O'Neal, father and 
daughter, of course. 

Nick Love’s The Firm Is out now on DVD 
and Bloray care of Warner Home Video 
(reviewed on page 99). His next project 
is a bigscreen remake of Th& Sweeney. 



We asked... 

How excited are you 
about watching 3D 
at home? 

Massively - I'll be first in line 
for a 3D player and TV 

■ Not sure - I'm going to need 
to see it in action first 

■ Not at all - 3D is nothing more 
than a gimmick 

I wouldn’t know-3D just 
doesn’t work forme 



Results from vvww.homecmefrachoice.com 
Go online for more polling action 


3D health impact unknown 

Research into physiological effects done by 'one man and his dog' 


3D is currently the hottest theatrical and home 
entertainment technology, with major AV 
manufacturers working towards delivering 
stereoscopic material to cinemas and the home. 
But in the rush to bring the next-gen tech to the 
consumer, possible health effects are being 
ignored, according to attendees at an exclusive 
3DTV seminar at the UK Digital Television 
Group's London office. 

While everyone in the industry seems to 
recognise that a significant number of viewers 
might suffer eye-strain and even nausea after 
watching 3D, no-one seems to be researching 
the causes and possible solutions. A research 
programme in California was described to 
HCC as consisting of 'one man and his dog' 

- not Literally, we hope. Simon Gauntlett, 
the DTG’s Technology Director, suggested that 
his organisation might be willing to take on 
this research role - if someone came up with 
the money. 

A further note of caution was sounded by 
Simon ParnaLl of set-top box software developer 
NDS. His research suggests that 3D material shot 
with a particular screen size and viewing distance 
in mind might not work with different parameters; 
In extreme cases the 
focus point might 
'shift beyond infinity’. 

This might sound Like 
something out of Toy 
Story .... but it basically 
implies that 3D materiaL 
might have to be rescaled 
to take into account 
different screen sizes, 
which doesn't sound very 
practical. 

Sky's chief engineer, 

Chris Johns spoke about 
the solutions Sky has 


3D trials are currently limited 
by the lack of hardware, 
says Sky's Chris Johns 

found to shooting varied events 
such as sports, drama and 
documentary, but admitted that 
the first real pubLic tests would 
be when the system was made available to 
commercial premises, “We’ve had production staff 
shut in outside-broadcast vans for hours with no 
probLems, but the problem with running largescale 
trials has been availability of TVs,’ he admitted. In 
any case, he agreed with Simon Gauntlett that the 
aim of 3DTV should be to deliver 'a realistic and 
immersive experience - not shocks and gimmicks.’ 

The last word belonged to Peter Symes of 
global standards body SMPTE (Society of Motion 
Picture and Television Engineers), which has 
a 3D Home Master working group with sub-groups 
for areas such as image content, metadata, 
graphics over Lays and electronic interfacing. 

'One size is not going to fit all,’ said Symes 
'Physiological effects that are less significant in 
cinema will be more so in TV. It’s not going to be 
easy, and there will be surprises on the way. 1 
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Live TV My TV 


EBDIBox Office 
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Search Settings 


Dawn of the Dinosaurs j / 

94 min S3.O0 UR | 1 

is otegdy experimenting with a 3D graphic user interface 



Scary movie 


Monster mash In-wall quartet 




The smash horror 
hit of 2009 is coming 
to scare you in your 
own homes this 
March. While we’re 
unsure how well this latest Icrfi 
'handycam 1 horror will hold up in HD, 
Icon Home Entertainment has revealed 
that it will be releasing Paranormal 
Activity on DVD and Blu-ray in the UK 
on March 22, priced £20 and £25 
respectively. Extra features are limited 
to an alternate ending, plus the winning 
entries to a Film Your Own Paranormal 
Activity short contest, chosen by 
director Oren Peli, 


While the Megapod 
sounds like something 
that should be fighting 
Giant Octopus in 
a low-budget monster 
movie, it's actually the name for 
Danish brand Scandyna's crazy new 
floorstander. Available in a choice of six 
flashy coLours for a round £2,400 per 
pair, this eye-catching product takes 
the company'5 high-frequency/ 
mid-range Mini pod speaker and 
connects it to the Megapod bass 
unit (which usesalOin 
long-throw driver) via a curved 
aluminium arm. 





MidBass Distribution 
Ltd is introducing a 
new in-wall speaker 
i range, described as l a 
M flexible sound system 
with multiple setup options that will 
compliment any home cinema 1 . The 
new PICS speakers come in four 
iterations (going from a Sin driver/lin 
tweeter array to a 3x Sin driver/2x lin 
tweeter model) and are hidden behind 
acousticaLLy-transparent cloth printed 
with either artwork from the PICS range 
or customised with an image of your 
choosing. Pricing was unavailable when 
HCC went to press. 
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BULLETIN 11 


This month's top ten news stories in handy, bite-sized chunks... 


Deliveries are snow problem for Currys 



I lce truckers 

Currys went the extra mile in January to 
ensure that the ‘big freeze' didn't stop 
deliveries in the worst-hit areas of the UK. 
The retailer recruited the services of an outdoor 
deLivery specialist armed with unique quad bikes 
to carry out deliveries - the first of which was a 
42in TV delivered to an address 50 miles north 
of its Aberdeen store. 


6 3D Wars 

A long time ago... George Lucas went on 
and on about re-jigging the original Star 
Wars trilogy in 3D for another cinema 
outing, but nothing ever came of it. It seems, 
though, that the success of Avatar has got him 
thinking again. 'We've been struggling with it, but 
I think [Avatar] will be a new impetus to make that 
happen,' says the bearded bilLionaire. 

7 ‘Read all about it!’ 

LG Display has unveiled the world's largest 
e-paper. The A3-sized 19in bendable 
sheet uses electronic ink microcapsules 
embedded on a substrate of ultra thin, 
transparent metal foil to replicate the look and 
feel of traditional print. It's this use of lightweight 
foil, rather than a glass substrate, that gives the 
dispLay its paper-like flexibility. The dispLay is 
a mere 0.3mm thin and weighs just 130 grams. 


2 


We* TV 

Despite the worst 
recession in an age, 
our love of f latscreen 


News 8 


TVs remains undiminished. 

Market researchers Meko 
surveyed TV markets across 
Europe, the MiddLe East and 
Africa during 2009 and 
discovered that demand 
was up 12 per cent year-on- 
year. The biggest surprise, 
though, was Philips managing to oust Sony from 
third place in terms of market share. 

3 Sam my still UK fave 

In related news, Samsung has claimed the 
top slot in the UK TV market for the third 
year running - the latest data shows that 
the brand now commands a whopping 23 per 
cent market share. To be market leader for three 
consecutive years is fantastic news, and reinforces 
the strength of Samsung's product range,' gushed 
Andy Griffiths, Vice President of Consumer 
Electronics for Samsung. 

4 Big is best 

Panasonic has shown off the world’s 
largest (more than) Full HD 3D plasma 
screen. The 152ln 4K2K (4,096 x 2,160) 
monster has been developed to demonstrate the 
brand's ultra high-speed 3D tech. 

5 Mind over matter 

Do you find using a remote control too 
taxing? Well, the boffins at Hitachi are 
working on an alternative that will save 
you from ever having to move your finger to press 
a button again. The company's revolutionary 
brain-interface allows users to control their 
TVs and other electronics by analysing changes 
in blood flow within the brain. Futurama! 




(Player hits 
new high 

BBC iPlayer broke 
100 million 
downloads in a single month 
for the first time last 
December, according to stats 
released by ESeeb. The most 
popular iPlayer show over 
the festive period was Top 
Gear Bolivia Special , with 
1088,700 streams. 


9 The price is right 

Is the price discrepancy between Blu-ray 
and DVD finally coming to an end? In an 
industry first, Icon Home Entertainment 
says it will peg its Blu-ray prices alongside DVD 
during 2010. Price parity will begin with Blu-ray 
and DVD releases out from April 1, and includes 
The Road, Nowhere Boy and Precious. 

1 ^^Transforming BD sales 

I The British Video Association has 
|| reported that Blu-ray disc sales 
■i i nc re ased 12 3 pe r ce nt yea r-o n -yea r 

in 2009 to 8.4million units, with the biggest seller 
being Transformers: Revenge of the Fallen. BD also 
made up a higher proportion of new reLease disc 
purchases, accounting for 26 per cent of District 
9's sales, and 22 per cent of Sfar Trek's. 


Premiere 

HCCs guide to what’s 
happening in the world 
of TV and films... 


Back to School 



Fans hoping fora fourth Sam 
Raimi/Tobey Maguire Spider-Man 
movie will be disappointed to 
learn that Sony is to ’reboot 1 the 
comix franchise. The aptly- 
named Marc Webb is directing 
what will be a more modestly- 
budgeted origin story with Peter 
Parker learning his web-slinging 
skills in high school once again. 

Mendes given licence 

Oscar-winning director Sam 
Mendes (American Beauty) is 
apparently being lined up to 
helm the 23rd James Bond flick, 
which is meant to start shooting 
in June this year. Could this mean 
we’ll see wife Kate Winslet as the 
next Bond girl? 

Sequel? Elementary 

With Guy Ritchie's Sherlock 
Holmes racing past the $350m 
mark in box office receipts, it’s 
not surprising that Warner Bros is 
raring to go with a sequel, almost 
definitely revolving around the 
Baker Street detective’s arch 
nemesis Mori arty. A 2011 release 
isn’t out of the question. 

Dead start walking 

Several months after it was first 
revealed to be interested, US 
cable channel AMC (Mad Men, 
Breaking Bad , etc) has finally 
confirmed that it has greenlit a 
pitot based on Robert Kirkman’s 
acclaimed zombie comic The 
Walking Dead. We can't wait! 


No-go cop 



Darren Aronofsky’s long-gestating 
RoboCop remake has been put on 
hold by MGM. Rumours are that 
it's not the impending sale of the 
studiothat has put the kibosh on 
the project, but the fact that the 
studiowanteda3Dfilm,while 
Aronofsky didn’t. 
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BSlTs daily 3D schedule 
(above} comprises 
animations and 
educational shorts 


BSlTs Hiroshi Endo says he 
expects advertisers to adopt 
3D during 2010 



atellite broadcaster Sky has made no 
secret of its 3D ambitions. Using the 
5ky+HD platform, it will introduce a 3D 
service (details yet to be confirmed) some time 
during 2010. A few special events are likely 
to pre-empt a pay strand on one of its many 
channels. It goes without saying that this puts 
Sky at the forefront of broadcasting technology. 
But in Japan, a much smaller satcaster has 
already been paving the way with its own 
innovative 3D broadcasts. 

BS11 is a relative minnow in the competitive 
seas of Japan's commercial broadcasting. Yet 
for a number of years it’s been setting the global 
pace when it comes to over-the-air 3D. HCC paid 
a visit to its HQ in Tokyo for a look at its plucky 
operation and a taste of 3D things to come. 

BS11 first began broadcasting back in 
December 2007, and - amazingly - 3D was 
part of the schedule even at that early point 
The station has a reputation for being tech- 
friendly, and is part-funded by some big names 
in consumer electronics. The largest shareholder 
in the company is Bic Camera, a giant electronics 
retail chain in Japan. It’s from here that viewers 
can track down the Hyundai 3D screens required 
for the service. The channel itself is f ree-to-air, 
with no subscription required 

A look through the station's programme guide 
is predictably eclectic, in amongst the anime 
shows (. hack//SIGN and Hime being two 


examples) and Uitraman reruns are classic 
samurai movies, American idol (!) and Local 
sitcoms. Sandwiched amongst these are the 
3D segments that have brought HCC to town. 
These are broadcast daily in five-minute chunks 
made up of a mix of computer animation and 
short films, including a paraglider ride over the 
Japanese countryside. The latter is provided to 
BS11 by the government as part of an agricultural 
promotion (‘mutual PR 1 1 was told). Coming soon 
is Golf Yoga (!) and a guide to Hawaiian hula. 

Hiroshi Endo is the general manager of the 
engineering department in BSlTs programming 
division. It’s his job to oversee the 3D 
transmissions, leading a team of 20 engineers 
in total. When I visited, the satcaster was 
considering the formation of a 3D-specif ic group. 

Given that the entire company only numbers 
50, the proportion turned over to the technical 
side is considerable. Endo tells me: ‘When more 
people begin watching 3D next year, we plan 
on increasing our coverage, as well as offering 
advertisers the ability to produce 3D 
commercials. We have the know-how to 
develop that side of the market/ 

As with Sky's proposal, B511 uses an HD 
platform to deliver side-by-side/half resolution 
3D images. The 

convincing 3D illusion when viewed 
with active shutter glasses. 

The paraglider ride conveys a good sense 
of depth, even if the resolution is lacking when 
compared to a hi-def 2D broadcast. 
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Improvements in image quality are required to 
really drive the market. 

The quality issue should be resolved by new 
software, he says. The mobile TV market in 
Japan, called One-seg TV, was originally 
transmitted at 15fps, with the result that images 
stuttered. But upscaling software now found 
in higher-end phone brands like Sony and 
Panasonic increases this to BOfps, giving a much 
smoother image. Similar developments will aid 
3D TV. The human eye is very sensitive to vertical 
resolution, and it's this that can be improved. 5 

According to Endo, being an early pioneer in 
3D TV came at a high price. ‘When BS11 began, 
hardware was in short supply and very 
expensive, but things are changing now. 

We believe that there will be an explosion in 
3D technology and editing software during 2010 
and prices will really come down. Soon anyone 
will be able to make a 3D movie. 1 He adds: 

[ WeVe found that it takes around two to three 
years to train operatives how to shoot in 3D. 

The interesting thing is that 2D professionals 
tend to come to 3D with preconceptions about 
programme making. We actually find it easier 
to educate new people. No experience is actually 
better when it comes to 3D programme making, 1 
Ultimately, the 3D revolution is a question 
of ‘when’ rather than *\f\ lt T s all about exposure, 
says the man from BS11: The World Cup and the 
next Olympics will prove very important for 3D. 
These will be the mai n opportunity for the public 
to experience 3D TV. When that happens there’s 
no turning back 1 • 


Endo explains that his R&D team are currently 
looking at using upscaling technology to address 
the shortfall in image resolution. That will make 
our broadcasts a better match for 3D from 
1 OSOp sources, 1 he reveals, 'We think we can 
increase the detail. 1 When not broadcasting 3D, 
BS11 offers viewers a mix of HD and SD content. 

Despite transmitting 3D segments for several 
years, there's still the sense that the operation 
is experimental (*3D is a brand-new market - 
nobody knows the correct way to do things just 
yet 5 ). And the number of viewers is undeniably 
low. As a free-to-air station, BS11 isn't exactly 
sure how many viewers it has tuning in to its 3D 
transmissions, but admits the current lack of 
3D-compatible screens is restricting its reach. 

'Hyundai is only manufacturing around 200 
3D TVs a month, 5 reveals Endo. These come in 
32 and 46in sizes, but availability is poor 5 


Your own private 3D world 

An alternate route to 3D is via personal 
3D-viewing glasses. These are currently made 
and sold by Vuzix. The company has a range of 
video glasses, some for consumer use {wearing 
them, the viewer has the equivalent of a 50in 
screen suspended in front of him) and some 
for pro/mi lifary use. 3D is supported by a number 
of glasses in the company’s range, including the 
iWear AV920, which creates a display roughly 
equivalent to watching a 62in 3D display from 
a distance of nine feet. Keiichiro Fujii, from Vuzix 
Japan, told me that while the 3D-compatible 
glasses are popular, more programming and 


3D at BSI1: As with Sky's 
upcoming 3D service, BSI 1 
uses Its hi-def platform to 
deliver a side-by-side 
half-re solution system 
(pictured top) that gives 
54Qi resolution to each eye. 
The active shutter glasses 
(as worn by BSH J s 
engineering chief Hiroshi 
Endo, above) are reasonably 
comfortable to wear and 
the sense of depth is good, 
although, image quality 
is very dependent on the 
source. When HCC visited 
last December, BSI 1 
was running a festive 
programme schedule 
- which explains the 
Christmas tree... 
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The avielo optix is a high performance custom install projector derived directly from our highly 
acclaimed professional projectors used in the film and movie production industries, ft brings unique 
colour and picture accuracy and everything else you'd expect from a high-end projector 

As Alvin Gold said in his recent review - overall, this is a model I would love to own../' 

Awarded reference status by Nome Cinema Choice. 




UK distribution by CSE Custom 
Tel: 01423 339054 


prcjcetiondcsign as 
Habomveien 53 
NO-1630 Gamle Fredrikstad 
Norway 

avi elo@pro j ect i o n de si gn .com 

www.avielo.com 
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POINT OF VIEW 

Reviewer-philosopher Richard Stevenson starts the new year by 
unclogging the chi from behind those superfluous subwoofers 




now understands 
that the first 
step to true 
enlightenment is 
accepting that he 
knows nothing 



W e all need a spring dean at times. Life, 
work, the spare room, the shed and the 
home cinema system should be subject 
to a rigorous strip-down and clear-out every year 
or so. One should strive to lighten oneself from 
the burden of excess, preferably getting at those 
pesky cobwebs behind the TV at the same time. 
Having championed home cinema minimalism 
back in the Summer (stripping features from 
Blu-rays to focus on picture and sound quality) 

I am applying this 'less-is-more 1 philosophy to my 
2010 home cinema system. 

So over Christmas I gave the cinema room 
a spring clean that Mary Poppi ns would approve 
of. Two years of accumulated hardware, new 
lighting, new blinds, nomadic acoustic panelling 
and a Technicolor spiderweb of cable had left the 
place Looking Like the morning after Glastonbury. 
The system itself had got a little out of hand too; 

11 speakers, eight subwoofers, two processors, 
eight power amps, TV, projector, six disc players 
and enough spare cable to fund a iow-budget 
Brit-fLick in scrap copper alone. 

First out the door and onto eBay was one of 
the processors, a Tag McLaren AV32P-DP. I hadn’t 
used it since I fooLishLy agreed to review Denon's 
AVP-A1HD. FooLishly, because as soon as I tried it, 

I knew I had to have one. Expensive review that. 
Next to go - subwoofers. Having a Large 
sub linked to all seven main speakers 
was probably a tad excessive, even if 
it does get nearer to Dolby's perfect model of 
full-range 2QHz-20kHz speakers all round. (It was 
THX that Latterly decided an 80Hz crossover from 
main to sub). Eight subs is also an utter nightmare 
to balance and rebalance. The sub-cieanse Left 
just a single Velodyne DD18 in charge of LFE. 

Disc players had been quietly massing ranks 
too, A CD player, DVD/DVD-A player, SACD player, 
PS3 and two Blu-ray players. I kept my much loved 
Sony SCD1, but the rest have been ousted by 


Denon’s mighty DVD-A1UD universal player. 
Another expensive review that 

Carpet booming 

And then there is what Mrs S refers to as the ’amp 
carpet - a growing Layer of power amps taking 
up a Lot of floor space. Admitting, in AA-meeting 
style, that using stereo power amps to bi-amp 
the rear-back channels is l a bit of overkill 1 took 
a lot of soul-searching. Out went two Parasound 
Halo A21s and a Halo A51, leaving just the five 
Sony TA-N'l stereo power amps. Three bi-amp 
each speaker at the front-end, leaving one each 
for rear and rear-back channels. The speaker 
count was less painfuL to thin down as 11 speakers 
only came about for reviewing Yamaha's 
DSP-211. This left a simple seven channel array 
of Tannoy floorstanders. 

By early January, my work was done. The kit 
sale had cleared 2009’s Denon-related credit card 
bill and my existential home cinema philosophy 
was assured for a thoroughly less-is-more 2010, 
Of course, recent introductions of Dolby 
Pro-Logic llz and Audyssey DSX mean I will need 
decent front height and front width speakers this 
year. As my AVP-A1HD can’t be upgraded tofulL 
DSX spec, I better contemplate a secondary 
processor (run from the second HDMI output of 
the DVD-A1UD) to supply these channels. These 
will, of course, need some power, so I am activeiy 
Looking for two more TA-Nls to drive them. 

The front height speakers will be bookshelf 
designs so a dedicated front height subwoofer 
may also be on the books. Actually, speaking 
of subwoofers, the AVP-A1HD caters for three 
subwoofers so I really might have to think about 
another one or two VeLodyne DDlSs. Then again, 

I do need to sort a 235:1 screen and anamorphic 
Lens for the projector first. Erm...< 

For more of Richard Stevenson's cinematic confessions log on 
to www: homednemachoice. com/poin ts_of_view 


ILLUSTRATION: BY TEKURA MAEVA 
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Cinema with a licence to thrill 



In the same way that film makers go to great lengths to create spectacular, unforgettable movies, 
DSE invests all of its effort and expertise to ensure that your new home cinema is a sure-fire block¬ 
buster. 


This means sensational sound and vision for captivating movies, games and TV, and a complete design, 
which balances the best use of precious space with excellent decor to endow a stunning room with the 
perfect ambience. 

Whatever your taste and wherever the space, well help you to find a home for the ultimate HD enter¬ 
tainment experience! To find out more please call 0191 491 4141 



CUSTOM 


Supported and supplied by CSECUSTOM 
w ww.csecu stom.com 


2nd Floor 530 Durham Road 
Low Fell, Gateshead NE96HU 

info@dsegroup.co.uk 

www.dsegroup.co.uk 
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DVD ADDICT 

The Beek picks his most anticipated movies of the coming year, 
while hoping to remove the lingering stench of Transformers 2 and GI Joe 


W e’re only a month into 2010 and I’m 

already feeling upbeat about this year’s 
cinema releases. There are too many 
enticing prospects to list them all, but here’s a 
rundown of those I'm salivating over the most - 
and the ones I also expect to form the backbone 
of my BLu-ray buying habit... 

Shutter Island (19 February) 

Martin Scorsese tries his hand at psychological 
horror, Do I need to say more? 

The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo (12 March) 

This Swedish thriLler based on Stieg Larsson’s 
best-seLling novel was the toast of 'last year’s 
Fright Fest. It'll be followed up with two sequels 
later in the year. 

Clash of the Titans (26 March) 

I was sceptical about this, until I saw the fantastic 
first trailer - the reveal of the Kraken and the 
pounding rock soundtrack made me feel like a 
13-year-old boy a LI over again. 


[Rec] 2 (28 May) 

Spanish zombies return in yet another ‘handycam’ 
horror - it promises plenty of twists and turns as It 
sets out to challenge your preconceptions... 

Predators (22 July) 

Finally, the Predators get back to what they do 
best - hunting people, not getting into poorly 
conceived scraps with HR Giger’s Aliens, This 
Robert Rodriguez-produced sequel promises great 
5FX, plenty of gore, and rollicking sci-fi action fun. 

Toy Story 3 (23 July) 

Pixar has already shown it can improve on 
perfection with Toy Story 2, so expect further 
improvements. And, thanks to this release, we’re 
getting the first two movies on BD this Summer! 

Scott Pilgrim Vs The World (6 August) 

Director Edgar Wright (Shaun of the Dead, Hot 
Fuzz) sounds like the perfect choice to bring this 
weird comic, about a slacker who has to defeat his 
new girlfriend's seven eviL exes, to the bigsereen. 



adaptations, 
cartoon sequels 
and alien psychos 
No Ingmar 
Bergman remakes 
this year, then 


Kick-Ass (2 April) 

The first of three comic adaptations on this list 
(maybe I should change my name to The Geek?) 
and I'll eat my utility belt if this isn't the best of 
'em. Matthew Vaughn's comedy about a student 
who wants to become a superhero - despite not 
having any powers - looks like it captures the 
humour and ultra-violence of the original comix 
perfectly It should, erm, kick ass. 

Iron Man 2 (30 April) 

I reckon the first iron Man is better than The Dark 
Knight, so obviously I’m looking forward to more of 
the same - only bigger and better. This will be the 
Blu-ray release of the year, mark my words. 


The Expendables (20 August) 

Sly Stallone’s latest actioner is the movie 
equivalent of the rock music supergroup, putting 
him onscreen alongside Jason Statham, Jet Li. 
Dolph Lundgren, Randy Couture, Steve Austin, 
Mickey Rourke, Bruce Willis and Arniel 

Piranha 3D (TBA August) 

Alice in Wonderland almost made it, but if there’s 
one 3D film to pick for 2010 it's Alexander Aja’s 
gory romp, complete with prehistoric man-eating 
piranhas and the gorgeous Riley SteeLe and KelLy 
Brooke as bikini-clad fish fodder 

For more details on what keeps The Beek up at night, go to 
wwW'homecsnernachoice. com/dvd_addic t 
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MOVIE STAR 



THE HIGHEST QUALITY 
HOME CINEMA 

Enjoy truly spectacular big screen entertainment with this 
HD ready 1080p home cinema projector. Exclusive Epson 
technologies add colour and clarity to every performance, 
delivering the highest contrast ratio available at 200,000:1 
for darker blacks and more vibrant images. 

Take a look at the Epson EH-TW5500 and it’s easy to 
see why we’re the world’s number one for projectors. 

if you're serious about home cinema, 
visit www.epson.co.uk/TW5500 


No,1 


EPSON 

WORLD LEADER 
m PROJECTORS* 


HP HQV ass 

lOBOp 


EPSON' 

EXCEED YOUR VISION 


*Since 2001 Epson has been hailed as the No 1 projector brand in the world. 
Source: Futu resource Consulting Ltd 
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Barry Fox wonders whether a third dimension will be as welcome in the 

home as it is in the multiplex 


Just like a 3D 
Magic Eye picture, 
stare into 

eyes long 
enough and you'll 
see something 
else entirely. You 
have been 
warned... 



T he electronics industry is always looking for 
the next big thing. Colour TV S the VCR, CD 
and DVD were all big. Flatscreen TV is huge 
and Blu-ray should ride on the back of HD. 

I am not so sure about 3D, though. The effect 
- like full-blown surround - is undeniably exciting, 
and cinema audiences are happiLy paying extra to 
watch 3D screenings, just as they did in the 1950s. 
But it doesn't mean punters wiLL rush out to 
replace existing HD or Full HD TVs with more 
expensive 3D sets and new 3D BD players. 

It doesn't matter that different cinemas use 
different projection systems. The customer gets 
the right spectacles at the door. But it does matter 
that there's no single standard for home 3D. The 
Blu-ray 3D standard deliberately does not specify 
the type of screen needed. 

Buying a 3D TV wilL involve a no-going-back 
choice between a Panasonic-styLe sequential 
display with expensive active shutter spectacles 
or an interlaced display with cheap passive 
polarised glasses. We could soon see a home 
version of the Dolby 3D system that uses subtly 
different shades of red, green and blue for the 
left and right eyes. 

Beware the comparison between 3D and 
surround sound. With muLtispeaker surround there 
is no need to wear anything; with 3D there is. With 
surround everyone gets much the same effect; 
with 3D anyone who doesn't wear spectacles sees 
drunken double images. 

In a cinema it’s natural to sit still, and upright 
and in a good viewing position. At home it's 
natural to sprawl and move around. Next time 
you go to a 3D cinema screening, try lolling your 
head on one side, and see what it does to the 
depth effect - and feel the headache coming on. 

Creature feature 

In the 1950s HoLlywood was trying to woo 
audiences away from new-fangled TV, but soon 


gave up on 3D and concentrated on widescreen 
'Scope 1 . But not before it made a lot of junk 
in 3D, too. House of Wax was a notable exception, 
and Creature from the Black Lagoon has achieved 
cult status, even though it was shot 4:3 in 
black-and-white. 

I recently watched Creature from the Black 
Lagoon (in 2D) again, after reading about the US 
government nature reserve called Wakulla Springs 
near Tallahassee on the Gulf of Mexico, Here, fresh 
spring water pours out of the ground to create 
a crystal-clear river and near tropical jungle. 
Hollywood discovered Wakulla as an Amazon 
lookalike in the 1940s and used it to shoot the 
underwater sequences for one of the Johnny 
Weismuller Tarzan movies. In 1953/4 Creature ... 
was shot there by legendary sci-fi director Jack 
Arnold. It was the first underwater 3D film and 
thereby hang some tales. 

In those pre-CG days, the Creature was a tall 
man in a foam rubber suit; two men in fact, one 
for the land sequences and one for underwater. 
The crew tried strapping oxygen bottles to his 
body, but they bulged too much. So underwater 
actor Ricou Browning, who had previously been 
a Lifeguard at Wakulla, came up with an idea 
that is still used today for underwater shows. 

The Creature stayed underwater for lethaL lengths 
of time by sucking on oxygen pipes hidden 
amongst the rocks and waterweeds, If you 
took closely you can see him going 
off into the weeds for a crafty puff. 

Sci-fi enthusiasts with a 3DTV will surely jump 
at the chance of buying Creature on 3D BDand 
watching the eerie sight of a cube of monochrome 
water hanging in space. But it will take more than 
that to make 3D the next big thing. Movies like 
Up will help, but are they really worth the cost 
of a new 3D system? Well soon find out 

Do you want to add an extra viewing dimension to your living 
room?Let us know: email hcc@futurenetcauk 
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Tech diary 

The world of AV and film changes 
fast. HCC's calendar is here 
to make sure you don't miss out 


Foxy laddy: 

He's coming 
your way on 
I March 



Cirque du Freak: The 
Vamp ires Assistant 

Part Twilight, part Harry 
Potter, The Vampire's 
Assistant didn't make 
much of an impression 
on the box office, but 
might fare better with its 
'tween audience when it 
hits DVD and Blu-ray in 
the UK today 
www.thevampiresasiistant.net 


R-oduced by visionary 
filmmakers Tim 
Burton and Timur 
Bekmambetov, this post- 
apocalyptic computer- 
animated feature makes 
its bow on DVD and 
Blu-ray in theUK today 


Director Wes Anderson 
tries his hand at stop-mo 
animation with this star- 
studded adaptation of 
Roald Dahl's children's 
book. If you missed it at 
the cinema, catch it 
^ on DVD and Blu-ray 
^ from today 

2 


Just because he died 
three films ago, don't 
think that Jigsaw's plan 
isn't still in action. Find 
out how the pieces all fit 
together when this latest 
slice of torture porn hits 
UK shelves today on DVD 
and Blu-ray 
www.5aw6film.com 



Following seemingly 
endless re-shoots and 
other behind-the-scenes 
problems, this big budget 
re-imagining of the 
Universal horror 
finally arrives in UK 
cinemas today 


ttiewolfmanniovle.cDmi 


Shutter Island 

This Friday sees the UK 
cinema release of Martin 
Scorsese's first foray into 
the horror genre, and 
we couldn’t be more 
excited. If this isn't one 
of the year's best films 
then we'll eat our 
Blu-ray players 
www.5hutterisiand.CQm 


On this day In 1894 
Auguste and Louis 
Lumiere patented the 
Gnematogra phe, a 
combination movie 
camera and projector, 
They then went on to 
film their first film, Sorfle 
de Lusine Lumiere de Lyon 
later that same year 


Love is in thealr today 
and the easy thing to 
do would be to 
recommend a rom-com. 

But here at HCC, we'd 
rather settle down with 
the slasher-tasticMy 
Bloody Valentine 3D on 
Blu-ray instead 


Bristol's Marriott City 
Centre Hotel is the venue, 
yet again, to this popular 
AV and hi-fi show that 
gives consumers a 
chance to demo the 
latest kit from hundreds 
of manufacturers, it’s 
open for three days from 


A modern version of 
George Romero's 1970s 
tale of madness in a 
small American town 
arrives in UK cinemas 
today. As Romero 
remakes go, we hope it’s 
more Dawn of the Dead 
than flay of the Dead 


www.ttwcrazies-movie.com 




Legendary silent movie 
actress Lilian Gish died 
on this day In 1993. 
While her career spanned 
75 years, she is still best 
known for taking the 
lead role in DW Griffith's 
controversial S’W/? 
of a Nation 


The final episode of 
M*A*S*H was first 
broadcast in the US on 
this day in 1981 
Depending on thes 
it drew an audience c 
between 106-125 million, 
making It the most 
watched television 
episode in history 


CalvinCooiidgemade | 
history on this day back in 
1925 by becoming the 
first President of the 
United States to have his 
inauguration broadcast 
on the radio 


os m 

Alice in Wonderland 

Hot on the heels of 
Avatar is another 3D 
blockbuster ,with Tim 
Bu rton's 19-year-o Id Alice 
returning to wonderland, 
Opens at cinemas and 
IMAX screens today 
disrwv.go.com/dlsnevpIctwrK 



ABCs late-night show 
Good Night A merica was 
responsible for the first- 
ever network television 
screening of the 
Ahraham Zapruder’s 
home-movie footage of 
JFK’s assassination on 
this day in 1975. W ill it get 
ever a Blu-ray release? 

1 I w 


Matthew Vaughn, 
producer of Guy Ritchie’s 
Lock r stock, and 5m toh r 
as well as director of the 
upcoming Nic Cage flick 
Kick-Ass, was born on this 
day in 1971. 


Alexander Graham BelL 
made the world’s first 
successful telephone call 
on this day in 1876, Tbe 
message he chose to 
convey on this 
momentous occasion 
consisted of: ‘Mr Watson, 
come here, I want to 


Start saving your pennies 
for HCC# ISO. Your 
favourite home cinema 
magazine hits the stands 
this Thursday, packed to 
the gills with hardware 
tests, features, 
outspoken opinion and 
foll-on software reviews 
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OmniMount is behind your flat panel — and you 

With over 30 years experience, you can trust that OmniMount is the best mounting solution 
for your panel - and the best brand choice for you. From the smallest speaker to the largest 
flat panel and everything in between, OmniMount products maximize the home cinema 
experience. Plus we are dedicated to providing the highest level of customer support 
making us a brand you can believe in. Want to find out more? Visit omnimount.com anytime. 
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From 3D Blu-ray players and screens to the next 
generation of internet TVs and the growing library 
of AV iPhone apps, there's a lot happening in 
the home cinema world in 2010. Luckily, 
Team HCC has had exclusive access to all the 
cutting-edge kit that's on the way... 
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T here has been a general maLaise in the AV 
industry in recent times, at least when it 
comes to new formats and technologies. 
Since Blu-ray won its scrappily-fought battle with 
HD DVD there have been few ground-breaking 
advancements and innovations to whet the 
appetite of the dedicated AV-holic, Until now... 
This coming year is set to be a humdinger for 
those interested in shiny black boxes and the 
sparkling tech contained within. We are 
to see a major new mind-boggling 
video format take hoLd on a home 
movie market that is still giddy with 
excitement about the humble 



Blu-ray disc. There’s aLso to be an explosive 
revolution in the way the internet is used in 
consumer electronics - one that seems lifted 
straight out of science-fiction flicks. And television 
sets themselves are about to become more 
intelligent than the average parking attendant. 
These are exhilarating times, indeed. 

However, there is so much kit on its way in 
the coming months that it can be tricky to follow 
the latest trends, so the HCC team has UteralLy 
travelled the globe in order to give you a rundown 
of the very best gear the year has on offer. 

One word of warning, though: 2010 is not going 
to be kind on your wallet.,. 


gUi-ray 



The rush to bring 
3DTVinto our 
l homes would be 
I point Less if the 
^ content wasn't 

there to drive demand. To this end, 
most of the major manufacturers started off the 
year by teasing 3D Blu-ray players that wilL be 
hitting the market in the latter half of 2010, 

Having evangelised Full HD 3D for some time, it 
came as no surprise to find Panasonic announcing 
its first model, the DMP-BDT350, As expected, 
this forthcoming deck is able to get around the 
need for a new AV receiver/amp that 
supports HDMI 1.4 by 
including twin 
HDMI outputs - 
meaning that 
high-bandwidth 3D 
video can be sent directly 
to your screen via H DM 11,4, 
while the separate HDMI 1.3 
output allows the audio to be handled by 
existing AVRs. The BDT35Q also features 
a beefed-up version of the company’s 
UniPhier LSI chipset and 96kHz surround sound 
re-master functionality to enhance playback of 
CDs and other audio sources. 

Samsung has its own solution to the AVR 
'problem 1 In the form of the world's first 3D 
Blu-ray all-in-one system, dubbed the Samsung 
HT-C6390, which features wireless rears and a 
pair of additional speakers placed above the screen 
to Lift the front sound stage. The brand does have 
a standalone 3D BD deck, too, the BD-C69QQ, 

This stylish component features a transLucent 
top, so you can see the 
disc spinning, and 
aims to be one 
of the fastest- 

loading machines | f Bfu-rmy 

available. 


Samsung’s 

BD-C6900hasa 
translucent top 


Due to make its 
debut this Summer 
is Sony’s BDP-S770. 
Also compatible with SACDs, 
the DLNA-certified S770 includes 
Sony’s Precision Cinema HD upscaling 
trickery and built-in Wi-Fi for wireless 
access to the Bravia internet Video 
pLatform and BD-Live functionality. 
Finally, whiLe Toshiba Lagged 
behind the competition In launching a traditional 
Blu-ray deck, it dearly doesn't pLan to make the 
same mistake with 3D BD, Due to be launched 
in the US this Autumn (there’s no confirmation 
on a European model yet) is its BDX3000, seen 
at CES 2010 in prototype form. The model will 
feature online streaming, 7,1-channel analogue 
outputs and the promise of a wide range of 
added features' that the company wiLI reveal 
cLoserto release. 


Below: The S770 sees 
Sony's player design 
given a makeover 
Left: The new 3D 
Blu-ray logo 
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ceil ^^"LEOSlim 

3D LCD Tv 

Broadcasting Live 




Anybody who's experienced 
anaglyph 3D, with its red and 
cyan-lensed cardboard glasses, 
is naturally approaching 3DTV 
with some trepidation. However, 
2010 is to be the year when 
the technology in the home 
catches up with 3D cinema. 
Almost every display 
manufacturer has 3D ambitions, 
with some adopting variations on 
the stereoscopic version of the tech 
across their new TV ranges. They may feature 
subtle differences, but they are all singing from 
the same hymn sheet - that 3D is the next 
big thing in home entertainment... 


The 

Japanese 
giant Panasonic 
is perhaps in the 
hot seat with 3DTV, on the 
back of its Avafar-tied-in roadshow 
that toured the UK last year. While that featured 
a mammoth 103in 3D plasma, it has now 
unveiled its more consumer-friendly proposition, 
a 5Qin plasma dubbed the TC-P5QVT25, which 
will go on sale In the UK later this year, probably 
in the Summer. 

Panasonic's display offers Full HD 3D by 
sending 1080p pictures to each eye through 
active shuttered lens glasses, and the results 
are impressive, HCC enjoyed an exclusive, private 
demo at the brand’s factory in Kadoma, Osaka; 
we watched a variety of clips (both animated 
and real life) and were blown away by the illusion 
of dimensionality it delivered. Images were 
smooth and artefact-free, and the screen size 
was very comfortable. The glasses themselves, 
while heavier than the polarized ones used 
in 3D cinemas, were reasonably comfortable, 
and can be warn over your prescription spex 
if needs be. 

Rival manufacturer Sony is following a 
similar 3DTV path to Panasonic, only with LCD 
technology and not plasma. It will release four 3D 
LED-lit LCD models in its 'Signature' LX900 series 
this year, ranging from 4Qinto 60in. These screens 
ship with active shutter glasses and an integrated 
3D transmitter - further down its Lineup, in the 
'Cinematic 1 range, punters will able to buy 
'3D-ready' TVs in 46in and 52in guises, which 




• u 


Active shutter spex 
are larger than 
polarised ones 
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require an additional outlay on the glasses and 
transmitter - meaning you can step up to 3D 
as and when you want, 

LG does it different 



On the trail of 
Samsung's superthin 3DTV 







Toshiba, with its Cell TV (see page 30) and 
Samsung (see box out right) are also bringing 
active shutter-based 3DTVs to the UK this year 
LG, however, is doing something a little different. 

First unveiled at CES, L6’s47in LD920 uses 
passive 3D technology, 
allowing for far 
cheaper, lighter 
and consumer- 
friendly glasses 
-but with a loss 
in video resolution. 

While 
the 
brand 
is also 
bringing 
active- 
lensed 
products 
out Later 
this year, 
its first 

system shoots 
two images at your 
eye s s i m u Ltan eo usly rath e r 
than frame-by-frame. 

However, it will still be compatible 
with 3D Blu-ray, 

Also at CES, JVC used its booth to 
show off the GD-463D10 LCD 3D pro monitor 
currently shipping in the US. JVC's first step into 
3D display makes use of the Xpol polarising filter 
method and inexpensive passive glasses for 
'flicker-free stereoscopic images'. While there 
was no news regarding the company bringing 
the 3D technology to its range of TVs, JVC was 
instead keen to talk up its LF-2D3D1 stereoscopic 
processor. Also designed for the professional 
market, this impressive piece of tech converts 
2D video to 3D in real time - very handy for 
content producers looking to repurpose existing 
2D material, and as a tool to allow filmmakers 
to check their 3D footage on location, > 


Next-gen tech to feature on 50% of the brand’s 2010 LED lineup 


Panasonic’s 3D 


Before Christmas, and 
before it was shown to 
the hordes at CES 2010, 
HCCflew to Samsung's 
Korean HQ to get an 
exclusive look at its first 
ever 3D LED TV, and were 
stunned. If the world's 
biggest TV 
manufacturer has 
anything to do with it, 
the future of home 
entertainment looks 
dazzlingly bright and 
three-dimensional. 




Samsung’s hold over the 
global TV industry looks 
secure, and it's influence 
in Korea, where it 

accounts for 15 per cent of the nation's GDP, 
is absolute, HCC began to understand this 
as we entered ‘Samsung Digital City', where 
22,000 employees live and work for the 
TV division. 9,000 of those are based in 
the central R&D tower - the tallest building 
in Suon - where we were led to a closely- 
guarded room that contained the remarkable 
product Lineup for 2010, including it's 
gorgeous, ground-breaking LED 3DTV. 

This 9 Series LED panel is encased in aluminium 
and described as ‘finger thin'. To be precise, 
the width is Q,3in, making it the 
skinniest 55in TV we’ve seen so far. 

HS Kim, Senior Vice President 
(R&D) explained the 3D strategy: 
H 3D is a game-changer and we see 
it being a major driver for home 
entertainment. Hollywood has 
been preparing for 3D for years. 

The studios used to make around 
30 per cent from ticket sales 
and 30 per cent from video rental, 
but this has dropped off, so 3D 
is looking very appealing.' 

Samsung has developed its own 
3D algorithm and chipset, but is 
also licensing technology from 3D 
cinema leaders RealD. Delivering 
1080p to each eye, we thought the 


Cutting-edge: 

The 0.3inthin 
LED9000 will 
ship with 
Samsung's 
new touchscreen 
remote (see page 
7 for more) 


set s active shutter 
glasses worked well with 
demo material, showing 
no visible flicker. 

Polarising glasses reduce 
the resolution by half, 
so we use active shutter 
glasses,’ explained HS Kim. 
And we’ve found that 
RF is better than IR, Our 
glasses will be available 
separately, and bundled 
withBDtelevision sets. 
3DTV without the glasses 
is every engineer's goal, 

3D products need to be 
affordable to create the 
market to begin with; 

Sue Shim, Senior Vice President (visual 
display) also believes that 2010 is the year 
of 3DTV: ‘Consumers are saying yes, they are 
ready for 3D and already think it is good 
quality and they're excited about it. 3D is 
a premium feature for 2010, and will be on 
50 per cent of Samsung’s LED TVs in 20107 
As for other factors steering Samsung’s TV 
strategy, Kim lists Free view HD tuners for 
the UK market, the user interface, and 
e co-friend Li ness. Power consumption is a big 
issue worldwide, especially with the new 
California ruling,' he confides. 

What about size? 'The race to produce the 
thinnest screen will be over in 2010,' declares 
the R&D boffin, Samsung is now 
concentrating on 3D, picture quality power 
consumption and multimedia connectivity.’ 
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CES 2010 

All the rest of the best 
AV gear spotted in Las 
Vegas this year 

Eggcellent audio 


OtEp 


Last year was not good for OLED, 

The futuristic TV 
tech was put on the 
back burner by the 
major manufacturers 
for several reasons, 
not least the global 
recession and the 
rapid rise of LED 
backlighting for LCD 
as a viable, and equally 
slim, proposition. 

However, anyone who's 
ever seen an OLED panel 
in the flesh knows that 
there's more to the format 
than its waistline. Its other undeniable benefits 
include resolution, colour reproduction and 
a mouse-sized carbon footprint. Therefore, it is 
to make a welcome return in 2010, and we may 
just see a genuine living room TV yet.. 

Certainly, the first actual television - with a 
digitaL tuner - is imminent. Although LG's EL950G 
is only a lSincher, it'll be the largest commerciaLLy- 
available OLED set, easily beating Sony’s XEL-1 by 
4ins. It also beats it on price by a whopping £1,700, 
as the on-street tag is expected to be around 
£1,600, Additionally, where the Sony is a mere 
display, the LG has a TV tuner. And it can even 
play DivX HD files stored on a USB stick. Neat. 

Of course, it's still a rich man’s play thing 
- there are few who couLd afford that kind of cash 
on a desktop telly - but it’s for reaL. And it’s fust 
a precursor for the main event. 

The Korean company has also announced 
plans to release a 32in version in the coming year 
Few details of specifications are known at 
present, but it will easily be the biggest OLED 
panel on the market. It's Likely be the most 
expensive to boot, but it’s a definite step in 
the right direction. 

Prototypes 

Other manufacturers are aLso Likely 
to dabble with OLED in the coming 
year, although they have been 
focusing on prototype monitors 


and display units rather than 
actuaL TVs. Both Sony and 
Samsung have recently outed 
30in models and, of course, 
given the biggest industry 
buzzword at present, they 
are both compatible 
with each company’s 
3D system. 

Given the hands-on demonstrations 
that HCC has enjoyed recently (at CES 2010 
and in the Far East) OLED is a perfect match 
with 3D. The technology offers vast contrast 
ratios, image clarity and involving colours, a LI 
of which lend greater depth to 3D content. 
Essentially, the sharper the image, the more 
immersive the experience. 
Certainly, 3D gaming will benefit 
greatly, and that’s, perhaps, the 
market Sony and Samsung will 
target with the display tech first. 

It wouldn't come as a major 
surprise, though, if Sony or 
Samsung release a fulL OLED TV 
in the Latter part of the year 
to try and wrestle the 
initiative from LG, > 


33 


We expect 
to see more 
OLED screens 
unveiled later 
this year 


Dolby has teamed with 
Acousticom, best known for its 
airforce flight helmets, to create 
this Sound Egg, Originally 
designed to exhibit 5.1 sound at 
trade fairs, Dolby is so pleased 
with its product that it's now on 
sale to the public. At $1,450 (plus 
shipping), it doesn’t come cheap, 
but the chair contains five interior 
drivers and a lOin subwoofer 
under the seat. 


Pretty Polly 


Electronics firm Parrot unveiled 
a set of wireless speakers styled 
by wacky designer Philippe 
Starck. The Zimku 
Parrot by Starck stereo 
pair, at £1,000 for the 
set, features aniPod 
dock,Class-D 
amplifier, and 
a subwoofer in 
the base. 


TheCESshow 
isn’t entirety 
aboutAV 
technology... 
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Perfect Harmony 

Apex series 

We've distilled the essence of our finest full-size speakers into 
a scintillatingly ergonomic design, perfected for the priorities of 
contemporary living. Audio gurus will discover brilliantly dynamic 
sound, rich with pulsating natural detail. 

Style gurus will simply love them. 



SOUND&VISION 

TMF RRKTOL 


Please visit us at Rooms 206 & 208 
Friday 26th - Sunday 28th February 2010 





MONITOR AUDIO 

’ V y design for sound 

www.journal-plaza.net & www.freedowns.net 


Please visit: monitoraudio.co.uk 
Telephone: 0800 0352 032 
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Pick 'n choose: Samsung's 
Appstore now features 
Lovefilm and Muzu 
download services 


owners can download the software and features 
they want. At first, this wiLL feature mainly free 
content, but as time goes on, it will include 
premium Apps on a pay platform. Development 
of Samsung Apps is open-ended and available 
to external companies, so there is the potential 
that thousands of different Apps will be available 
for download and installation. 

Initially, the manufacturer has signed deals 
with Lovefilm, BBC iPlayer and Muzu - which 
will offer movies, TV shows and music videos 
on-demand respectively in the UK - and there 
are more deals being struck with content 
providers all the time. Project Canvas anyone? 

One restriction, though, is that all video content 
offered will be delivered in standard-definition to 
begin with. Similar content deals in the US - with 
movie-rental service IMetfLix, for example - already 
offer HD content and 5.1 audio, but the broadband 
infrastructure In the UK needs to be universally 
improved before this can be deemed financially 
viabLe, However, thankfully, Samsung's system 
allows for expansion at a later date. 

Widgety woo 

it’s not just Samsung that is pushing widgets 
in 2010. Oregan Networks, which supplies 
Onyx - an internet TV front-end for several 
manufacturers, including Brit-brand Cello's 
iPlayer-enabled LCD TVs - now offers a Widgetry 
Store, featuring free and paid-for widgets from 
a variety of internet, VOD and RSS sources. 

The Onyx GUI already contains Twitter, weather 
and sports services for free, but a whoLe host of 
others will become available over the coming year. 


A fter a tentative introduction over the last 
two years, online functionality in AV kit will 
improve dramatically in 2010, Services adopted 
by the next generation of TVs and Blu-ray players 
will offer more than simple RSS news feeds and 
the ability to watch skateboard accidents on 
YouTube; internet connectivity will not only allow 
your TV to tell the weather but actually provide 
extra programming, interactive content, complex 
games, and could even repLace the telephone... 

Samsung’s lnternet@TV service, to be 
included in a majority of its flatscreens released 
from Spring, has been majorly overhauled. 

In addition, for the first time, it will be a mainstay 
of the company’s mid-to-high-end range 
of Blu-ray decks. 

It is, in essence, inspired by the iPhone, and 
specifically the popularity of Apps. The company 
has introduced its own Appstore, accessible 
through the internet capabilities of its kit, so that 
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Skype 
hype 

Two companies, 

LG and 

Panasonic, have 
both recently 
announced tie-ins 
with Skype, the 
VOIP (Voice over 
Internet Protocol) 
service, to run over 
their Infinla and Viera 
TV sets respectively. 

This will allow subscribers to chat to 
fellow Skype users for free, including 
HD (720p) videochat using a bundled 
USB webcam, evoking scenes from 
sci-fi movies such as Back to the Future Part II and 
any Philip K. Dick adaptation you can think of. 

Additionally, Skype users get cheaper calls to 
conventional Landlines and mobiLes, so it couLd be 
a move that sees the centraL TV even rep Lace the 
home phone. And with their bundled 
webcams picking up video and 
audio at healthy 
distances, you 
could even chat 
from the 
comfort of 
the sofa. 


jui ly o uu win 

work with its new 
Blu-ray products 


AppLe's 
amazingly 
popular iPhone 
and iPod Touch 
devices are fast 
becoming 
must-have 
additions to 
a home cinema 
setup. To accompany 
Sony’s new 
networked Blu-ray 
players, the company 
has released a free BD 


Remote App for the iPhone and iPod 
Touch. After installation, the software 
w allows you to control any Sony BD deck 
and home cinema system currently on your 
home network, via Wi-fi. It also shows what’s 
playing on the machine and other pertinent 
information about the movie, such as cast list 
via Gracenote. 

ELsewhere, Newkinetix has unveiLed an IR 

remote adaptor that connects to an iPod 
Touch/iPhone and turns it into 
a universal remote. 

Back of the‘net 

Essentially, in 2010, the 
internet is to play its 
biggest role in AV yet. 

Just about all BD players 
and TVs will have H net 
connectivity, with many 
featuring in-built Wi-Fi, 
The on Ly thl ng t hat will 
halt rapid expansion 
is broadband speed, 
but even that’s 
on the rise. > 





Microsoft caused 
a stir at CES with 
Project Mated, its 
controller-less 
gaming experience 



2010 


All the rest of the best 
AV gear spotted in Las 
Vegas this year 


Head and shoulders 



Finished in rigid brushed metal 
and leather, Bowers & Wilkins' 
£250 P5s are certainly a cut 
above usual headphones, but the 
materials are not just for show 
- the sealed earplatesand plush, 
soft pads are sealed against 
external noise, without the need 
for cancelling technologies, 


Yellow peril 



Sharp will unleash a new range 
of screens that incorporate its 
unique RGBY matrix technology 
(Y = yellow). The brand claims 
the inclusion of a fourth primary 
colour enables the reproduction 
of colours which LCD TVs have 
been unable to accurately display 
until now, such as true golds 
and vibrant yellows. 

Pro 3D with JVC 



If you want the ultimate SD 
solution then start saving for 
JVC'S DLA-SH4K projector. 
Costing $175,000, this imposing 
unit comes witha4K2K 
resolution and is, as HCC found 
out during a hands-on test at 
CES, outrageously good. Note, 
though, that to create a 3D effect 
you’ll actually need two of these 
beasts running side-by-side. 

You better save twice as hard, 
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CES 2010 

All the rest of the best 
AV gear spotted in Las 
Vegas this year 


THX for everything 



Home cinema favourite Onkyo 
has created a high-end Blu-ray 
system with the stamp of 
approval from the discerning 
folk at THX, Comprising three 
separate components - the 
company's profile 2.0 BD-SPB07 
Blu-ray player, PA-MC5500 
nine-channel power amplifier 
and the PR-SC5507 92-channel 
AV network controller - the 
system is a finely-tuned 
all-in-one solution that aims to 
take the hassle out of choosing 
separates. The PR-SC55G7 
already retails for around 
£1,800; the power amp and 
BD-spinner will follow in February 
and March, although prices 
have yet to be finalised. 


3D got game 



One of the major drivers for the 
3D revolution will be gaming 
- at least, that's what projector 
specialist Optoma believes, with 
the brand showcasing two 
gaming-oriented 3D video- 
chuckers at the Las Vegas tech 
test. Although they may not 
make it to these shores (the 
company has first-gen the 
3D-ready EW536 and EW531 
models over here), the WXGA 
GT720 and standard-def GT36Q 
are aimed at the PS3/Xbox 360 
and Wii respectively, and both 
utilise DLP Link 3D technology 
and pack 10W speakers. 

Of course, the models rely on 
the games being 3D-ready too, 
but it's a start. And the good 
news for shoot-em up hedz is 
that they don't cost an arm and 
a leg, with the GT360 retailing 
for a mere $500. 


T oshiba's Cell REGZA TV is the 
Pagan i Zonda of 
televisions. It's 
gloriously over¬ 
specified, able to 
outperform pretty 
much any other screen 
and generally oozes 
cLass. Launched in Japan 
at the end of 2009, and 
heading to the Europe 
and US this year, it's 
TV reimagined. 

Lying at the heart of 
Toshiba's titan is the Cell 
Broadband Engine, jointly 
developed by Sony, Toshiba and IBM, and 
more familiar to tech-heads as the brain of the 
PS3. Toshiba has taken the architecture and 
refashioned it as the heart of a TV, abLe to 
handle multiple high-definition TV streams 
simultaneously and process video and graphics 
at unparalleled speed - and then built around it 
using best-in-class components. The result is 
an LED-backlit LCD of exquisite quality. 

HCC was given exclusive access to the 
Japanese iteration of the Cell REGZA prior to its 
launch, at a briefing at the brand’s 
Tokyo HQ. In Japan, the 55in set is 
tricked out to the max. It has 15 
tuners, ensuring it covers all of 
the locaL terrestrial and satellite 
options; a 2TB HDD able to 
simultaneously decode eight 
high-def channels, so you can 
effectively cache everything (yes, 
it's the ultimate in catch-up TVJ); 
and, naturally, full media streaming 
from networked devices. 

Quite apart from all the tuner 
and networking trickery, we was 


blown away by the performance of the screen 
itself. The LeveLs of detail held in the image 
were awesome, the coLour gradations 
smooth and subtle and the black level 
seductively deep. We've seen many 
outstanding TVs over the years, but this 
was something else entirely. Somehow 
the resolution seemed better than 1920 
x 1080. Everyone’s favourite dark detail 
demo. The Dark Knight, looked sublime. 
Explosive peaks didn’t squash black 
depth or shadow detail 

And not only was the picture quality 
immaculate, the audio performance 
was startling. The screen has a soundbar 
incorporating a 60W digital amp and seven 
high-grade speakers. Audio is so often a weak 
link in modern flatscreens, but not here - the 
soundstage produced was huge. 

The first of many 

Yuichi (Hank) Sekiguchi is the group manager with 
Toshiba’s global marketing department. He teLis 
HCC that this is the first in a range of CelL REGZA 
products. Europe will see at Least one before the 
end of 2010, and the US is getting five, with screen 
sizes ranging from 46-65in, 

But not all will be created 
equal. According to Sekiguchi, the 
original CeLI concept has to evolve 
and change. 'It's down to LocaL 
infrastructure. The functionality of 
the Cell REGZA needs metadata 
from broadcasters, 
and this can 
vary depending 
on country,’ 

But while some 
functions will vary, 
the basic premise 
remains the same: 




Sekiguchi says 
Celt REGZA gives 
Toshiba a new 
lease of life 
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Innovative interlace: 

Toshiba has created, 
a unique GUI to help 
navigate the TBs of 
programming recorded 
by the Cell REGZA. 
Shows are represented 
by thumbnails grouped 
together by genre and 
other metadata. Sorting 
through them visually 
is a lot more fun than 
navigating traditional 
list-based EPGs 


new benchmark in 
TV performance, l We want to bring 
this monster machine to high-end 
dealers everywhere, the kind of dealers 
that stocked Kuro plasmas. That was 
a good product, but this is much 
better. Plasma TVs have a status as best 
picture. But with a high fra me-rate and an 
LED dimming backlight, picture-quality-wise 
CeLl REGZA is even better. 1 

Toshiba has confirmed the set is coming 
to Europe but has yet to announce an exact 
specification for a UK model. It seems a fair bet, 
though, that two Freeview HD tuners and at least 
1TB of recording storage space would be standard 

It’s aLso certain that this second-generation 
set will be 3D compatible. Indeed, such is the 
power of the Cell processor that Toshiba claims 
that it can convert regular 2D material into 3D 
In near real time,' Of course, Samsung is making 
similar noises about on-the-fly 2D-to-3D video 
conversion, although itschippery will struggle to 
match the brawn of Cell (which has eight 3.2GHz 
processor cores delivering 200 gigaflops). 


According to Hank Sekiguchi, the initial 
concept for the Ceil TV came seven 
years ago. GeLl was originalLy developed 
for a supercomputer - Sony took it for 
PlayStation and for us it's become 
a TV product.' Work eventually began 
in 2007 on the debut 55X1. 

Toshiba has long harboured a desire 
to claim back the TV high ground. Back 
in the 1980s it was the pre-eminent 
home cinema TV brand. AV fans with 
long memories will recall how the 
company pioneered the development of 
surround sound televisions, long 
before AVRs became commonplace. 
'Back then we had our own tube 
technology, things were easier.,, 1 
The company then spent years 
developing its own radical display 
technology to rival plasma and LCD. 
Called 5ED, it’s technically ambitious 
but to date has proved too difficult to 
commercialise. With CelL REGZA TV, though, 
Toshiba has another chance. We feel we have 
been reborn,' declares Sekiguchi 


The TV’s soundbar 
uses seven drivers 
anda&OWamp 
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1&1 Web Hosting 



ff ! need a website to showcase my music, promote my guitar tuition and team building 
workshops. My website does all this and more, it's the ideal platform for communicating 
my projects and getting bookings . iki understand the importance of having a website and 
make the whole process easy for you , with their hosting packages you have the freedom to 
make your website into what you want it to be." 

Michael John Ross, www.michaeljohnross.com 


Go to www.1and1.co.uk for many other fantastic offers. 


Special offers fora limited time only. Get 6 months free on selected web hosting packages when you sign up for a 1 year package! 
Terms and Conditions apply, please see website fot f urther details. Prices exclude VAT. 



can 0871 641 21 21 

www.journal-plaza.net & www.freedowns.net 


Calls cost 6p per minute from a BT landline, calls 
from other operators and mobiles may be higher. 




















Make Having Your Own Website Really Fun 





24/7 Express Support 

Express technical support 
available via phone or 
e-mail 24 hours 
a day, 7 days 
a week. 


Showcase your projects 

Upload your text, 
music and video 
projects onto your 
website to be 
downloaded or 


PL*Tk# BLUES COMNtCTJON UVE MEDLEY 
M> ■" N' H*'.: ■ I I 


28 / 02 / 2010 - 

--- PACKACE HOW « j 


complot. solution tor your perfMt „ebslte: 

, ,uk Domain Included - *ebs,.eKu,lder 


New: 5 GB Web Space 

Unlimited Traffic 
I Up to 400 IMAP/POP3 
E-mail Accounts 

OynamicSiteCreator 

\2 pages included 


12 pages included 

1&1 Blog 

ISeI Photo Gallery 
i i&1 easy Shop 
I search Engine Optimisation Tools 
I 24/7 Express Support_ 


for 6 months, 

then only £4.99 per month* 


Search Engine Marketing 

Register your website with Google and 
many other search engines to make your 
site easy to find. 


Google 


J Sfl.«uC pup. tom LK 




Showcase your pictures 
by having a photo gallery on 
your site for your friends 
and colleagues to check out. 



1 

!&' 

1 

i 

or visit u$ now www. 1 and 1 .co.iik 


r 
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34 MARTIN SCORSESE 



Team HCC pays 
respect to one of 
Hollywood's made men 



The Good Fella 


Old timer; 

Scorsese's 
feature film 
debut was 
back in 


1967 




I t’s no bad thing that Martin Marcantonio 
Luciano Scorsese didn't foLtow his parents into 
the clothing business in New York's Garment 
District. By taking him to the movies, they helped 
instead launch 'Marty' on a glittering career that 
has spanned almost half a century, directing over 
25 movies, along with multiple credits as a 
producer, screenwriter and actor. 

In his early years, Scorsese developed a style 
that drew on fast edits, eclectic music and smalL 


budgets. Influences ranged from low-budget 
director Samuel FuLler, French New Wave auteur 
Jean Luc Godard, and his friend actor-director 
John Cassavetes. New York street life was a 
regular theme, often with fellow Italian-American 
Robert De Niro in front of the camera. 

For Scorsese, De Niro has played a string 
of brooding, psychotic characters, including the 
self-destructive boxing champion Jake La Motta 
g in Raging Bull ; Travis Bickle, 

tt the eponymous anti-hero of 

Taxi Driver, and the scary-as-hell 
^ % convicted rapist Max Cady in 

Cape Fear. The duo made eight films 
together from 1973 to 1995, a heavyweight 
partnership unrivalled in Hollywood - until 


Scorsese teamed up with Leonardo DiCaprio, 
that is... 

Second time around 

With DiCaprio as his lead, Scorsese's career has 
enjoyed a second lease-of-life. making the $lGOm 
historical epic Gangs of New York , the Howard 
Hughes biopic The Aviator, which garnered eleven 
Oscar nominations, and The Departed - not just 
Scorsese's highest-grossing film, but the one 
that earned him an overdue Academy Award 
for Best Director. 

Despite an association with the crime/gangster 
genre, Scorsese hasn't been scared to tackle new 
themes from time to time - check out the satirical 
King of Comedy, the highly-controversial Last 
Temptation of Christ high-society drama The Age 
of Innocence, or No Direction Home: Bob Dylan , 
the biopic that used a clutch of men and women 
to play the US songsmith. 

Indeed, his latest film Shutter island (in cinemas 
now, again with DiCaprio) is another departure for 
the 69-year-old - a horror thri Lier set on an island 
nowhere near Manhattan, Let alone the Bronx. 

AIL the same, past experience leads us to think it's 
probably brilliant. Long may Scorsese continue' • 
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Quintessential Scorsese. 


Getting violent with the Gangs of New York 


fejp JP - % 

w ■ 

Confess your si ns 

Gangs ... opens with a fight ’twixt 


Nice hats 

... and the American-born NatMsts* 


the immigrant Dead Rabbits gang, run by Daniel Day-Lewis' grotesque 
led by Liam Neeson's Priest Vallon... William Cutting, aka Bill the Butcher 


-<r V* r a 


iVif ■■ ?' 


kVI 

rM, 

fv? 

m 

i * > 
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Two tribes go to war 

As the fight unfolds, Scorsese's rapid 
edits generate an incredible sense of 
ferocity without confusing the viewer 


Paint the town red 

Before long, the snow covering the 
ground has been turned pink by all 
the spilled blood... 


Must own... 



GoodfeUas 


Warner Home Video-* All-region BD 
£25 Approx 

Ask anyone to name their favourite 
Scorsese flick and nine times out of 
ten it'll be this epic collaboration with 
writer Nicholas PiLeggi. But there's 
a good reason why - it's an incredible 
film, up there with The Godfather 
in mafia movie ter ms. 

76.42: Scorsese's roaming POV 
camera walks usthrough the Bamboo 
Lounge and intrcducesa memorable 
cast of characters (including Fat Andy, 
Frankie the Wop and Freddie No Nose) 
in this brilliantly choreographed scene. 



Raging Bull 

20th Century Fox-*All-region BD 
£23 Approx 

A thrilling, bruising biopic of boxer Jake 
La Motta, shot in raw black-and-white 
and boasting a career-best 
performance from De Niro as the 
punch-drunk fighter, Raging Bull is 
one of Scorsese's very best. 

00,42: The film's opening - a 
locked-off shot of the ring, with the 
credits on the right of the screen and 
an isolated La Motta shadow boxing 
on the left - isa truly iconic image. 
99.78: Jake La Motta and Sugar Ray 
Robinson goat it for the Last time. 



The King of 
Comedy 

20th Century Fox -+ R2 DVD Special 
Edition-*£16 Approx 

Scorsese has directed comedy (albeit 
the darker, more offbeat kind) several 
times, and the best yet is The King of 
Comedy, with De Niro pLaying a 
stand-up comedian who will go to any 
length - even kidnapping a talkshow 
host - to make it big. 

27.36; Rupert Pupkin (De Niro) 
rehearses his material with the aid of 
a mock-up TV studio in his mother's 
basement, including life-size cardboard 
standees of Liza MinellietaL 



Taxi Driver 


Sony Pictures-*R2 DVD Special 
Edition-*£16 Approx 

One of the defining films of the 1970s, 
Taxi Driver is a bleak and 
confrontational movie that cemented 
Marty's position as one of the most 
important and electric fiLmmakers 
in America, and launched Robert De 
Niro to stardom. 

02.09: While the anamorphic 1.85:1 
transfer does its best, the DVD still 
looks a little rough in places. 

We want a Blu-ray release now! 
63.09; 'You talking to me?' De Niro 
+ gun + mirror = legendary scene. 


Worth seeing... 



The Aviator The Departed 

Walt Disney HE -* R2 DVD Special Entertainment In Video -* Region B 

Ed i tion -* £21 App rox BD -* £3 0 A pprox 


The story of rebel billionaire Howard 
Flughes provides the meat for this 
sumptuous biographical flick. It lacks 
the pace and verve of Scorsese's best 
films, but is still an entertaining ride. 
02 . 13 : For the film's first act - taking 
us from 1927 to the mid -'30s - Scorsese 
utilises a green and red colour palette 
that evokes the Two-Strip Technicolor 
technique of the '20s. Clever. 

99.50: Flughes' crash landing gives 
the DVD's Dolby Digital 5.1 soundtrack 
plenty to work with. 


Scorsese surprised many by opting to 
remake the Asian cinema smash 
infernal Affairs, but the source material 
is perfect for his crime thriller 
sensibilities. 

7709: Jack Nicholson has never 
Looked as deviLish as Scorsese makes 
him seem here - bathed in red Lights in 
his private box as he watches an opera. 
136 . 29 : The film's undercover cop 
and undercover criminal finally come 
face-to-face. Which, if either, will walk 
away alive? 



Casino 


Universal Pictures -*AU-region BD 
£20 Approx 

Five years after Goodfetlas, Scorsese 
teamed up again with writer Nicholas 
Pileggi for another fact-based tale of 
the American mob, this time about its 
rise and fall in the casinos of Las Vegas. 
22.72; Sharon Stone's Ginger appears 
on the scene and sends the betting chips 
(and De Niro’s mobster heart) fLying. 
6743: Casino is one of Marty's most 
visually stunning films (especially in 
HD), but that doesn't mean it skimps 
on the red stuff. As proven by this 
meeting between a head and a vice. 


Avoid... 



Kundun 

Walt Disney HE-* R2 DVD 
£15 Approx 

Scorsese's biopic of the 14th Dalai 
Lama suffers from an episodic nature 
and a feeling that it lacks confidence in 
its narrative, Kundun looks beautiful, 
but ultimately becomes too bogged 
down in simple propaganda. 

96,28: The Dalai Lama's vision of 
being surrounded by thousands of dead 
monks remains one of the most 
haunting sequences Scorsese has ever 
committed to celluloid. A pity the DVD's 
non-anamorphic transfer Lacks the 
resolution to do it justice. 
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Central London’s One Stop Electronics Superstore 


SONY JVC Panasonic ^ lg Authorised UK Dealer _jjnsE~ TOSHIBA OYAMAHA sharp 


SHARP 




LEBOO Series 

AQUQS 1Q80P Full HD 
Screen LED Backlight TV 
with New x-GEN Panel, 
Mercury Free, Eco Fea¬ 
tures & 3 HDMI Inputs 




LE700 Series 

AQUOS 1080p Full HD 
LED Backlight with 
lQQHz,Mercury Free, 
USB Input for JPEG / 
MP3 Playback & Eco 



Feature 


IS9 1 


_ TOSHIBA U 

46XV635DB fSAVE £200) 

46" Reg?a XV Series 
FULL HD 1O80P Digital 
LCD TV with Resolu¬ 
tion PI us Active Vision 
M100HD Pro, 100hz 

o mmi 



run hq rrrrm 

iraaa n 


37XV635DB 

a 37" Regza XV Series 

FULL HD 10B0P Digital 
LCD TV with Meta Brain, 
Auto View, Active Vision 
M10QHD Pro & 4x HDMI 


II HD 


UE46B8000 






46" Series S Ultra Slim 
Crystal Design FULL HD 
1GS0P LED TV with ZQOhz 
Motion Plus 

Also Available in 40" 


mmm 


Ul 


UE46B6000 



46" Series 6 Ultra Slim 
FULL HD 1030P LED 
TV with Mega Dynamic 
Contrast, 100hz Motion 
Plus & USB 2.0 


UE40B7020 

40" SERIES 7 FULL HD 
1080P LED Ultra Slim 
Crystal Television with 
100Hz Motion Plus & 
Ultra Clear Pane 
Also Available in 32", 46" & 55" 

rnm Ilk h 



mmm 


BDP1580 


High Definition Blu-ray 
DVD Player with 256MB 
| Internal Memory & BD 
Live (BD Profi le 2.0), 
HDMI vl.3 (Anynet+) 




Homi 




Panasonic 


SONY 


TXP42S10 



42" VIERA FULL HD 
Plasma TV with 100 Hz 
Double Scan, x.v. Colour 
& 3x HDMI 

Also Available in 46" & 50" 


mm> 


Z5300 Series 



Full HD 1080 LCD TV 
with Integrated Freesat, 
Motionflow 200Hz, Ap¬ 
plicant™, & 4x HDMI 

Available in 40", 46" & 52" 
Available In-Store Only 


TXP46G15 



46" FULL HD 1Q80P 
Plasma Television with 
Freesat built-in, 6O0Hz 
Sub-field Drive Intel¬ 
ligent Frame Creation 
Pro Si 4x HDMI 



|^W5810 Series 



Full HD 10BO LCD TV with 
Integrated Freesat, BRA- 
VIA ENGINE 3, Motionflow 
100Hz & 4x HDMI 

Available In-Store Only 
Available in 32", 37_", 40", 46" & 5 2 


ne in of 

o mwMm 


r TXL37S10 



37" VIERA FULL HD LCD 
TV with Wide IPS Alpha 
PaneLVIERA Link & V- 
Audio Surround 



KDL40V5500 


SCBTX70 



Slim and Stylish Blu-ray 
Disc™ Cinema System 
with 7.1ch Virtual Sur¬ 
round & Top Mounted 
Speaker Unit *■ 1 FREE 
BLU-RAY FILM 


BDPS560 


W 


40" Full HD 1080 LCD 
I TV , 24p True Cinema, 
AppliCast™, USB Media 
I Player 

Available In-Stare Only 

E=a CECUMS 


Multi-Region Full HD 
1080p Blu-Ray Player, 
.x.v.Color, BD-Live r 
1 Built-in USB Port & DVD 
Upscaling via HDMI + 1 
FREE BLU-RAY FILM 

cmm 


BUY NOW PAY LATER! INTEREST FREE CREBIT* for 10 Months 


1 Available on eiders ouer £750 


AV / Stereo Receivers/ Amps 


Subject to Status 



HARMAN KARDOIM AVR155 
+ SCS200.5 - 5 x 40W 5.1-Ch 
A/V Receiver + Complete 6-Piece 
Home Cinema Speaker Pack¬ 
age.,... £369.99 


4 


YAMAHA RXVS65 + HAR¬ 
MAN KAROO N HKT57BQ 

■ - AV Receiver with HD Audio 
I Decoding, HDMI] + 5,1 Channel 
| Home Cinema Speaker Sys¬ 


tem.. £599.9! 



HARMAN KARDON HK98B + 
HD9SO + TU9S0 

2 x 80W Stereo Integrated 
Amplifier + CD Player + Dual- 
Band DAB/FM/AM Tun- 

er.. £629.9 



TEAC AH 610 + PDD262G + IN 
FINITY BETA 40 - Stereo Amplifier 
with + Multi-CD Player + 3-Way Dual 
6-1/2" Floorstanding Loudspeak¬ 
er...... ..£469.99 


Hi-Fi Components 


YAMAHA AS7DQ + CDS7QQ + 
ESSO - Amplifier with Total Purity 
Audio Reproduction Technology + 
CD Player with USB Port + 4-Way 
Dual 170mm (6") Floor Standing 
Loudspea kers... £ 9 9 9.99^ 

HARMAN KARDON HK990 + 
HD990 + 3BL LS90 - 2.2 Ch 

Stereo Amplifier + CD Player 
with RLS III + 4-Way Dual 8" 
(200mm) Floorstanding Speak¬ 
er...... £1329,99 j 


YAMAHA MC3133Q Mini Com¬ 
ponent System with 60W x 2 High 
Power Output, USB Port on front 
Panel... £649.99 


YAMAHA M330 (S) Micro 
■ Component System with USB 

® port on top panel & High qual¬ 

ity CD player with CD Text dis¬ 
play. £209.99 



Speakers & Subwoofers 


3BL €5100 BLK, CHERRY, REICH, , £469 99 

JBL ESBD BLK, CHERRY, BEECH. £349.99 

JBL ES9D BLK, CHERRY, BEECH. ..£399.99 
JBL ES30 BLK r CHERRY, BEECH,.. £169.99 

JBL ES2Q BLK, CHERRY, BEECH. £139,99 

JBL ES25 BLK, CHERRY, BEECH. £109,99 

JBL L590-,. £599.99 

MISSION M35i Cherry...,,. £279.99 

INFINITY BETA 40 Cherry.... £199,99 

INFINITY 5W1Q... £119.99 

JBL E5150. £209,99 

JBL ES250. £279 99 

JBL E5250PW BLK, CHERRY, BEECH . ... 

..;. £319.99 

WHARFEDALE Diamond SW15Q WAL¬ 
NUT,,... £149,99 


JBL 200.5BQ - 5.1 Simply Cinema 
Loudspeaker System with Satellite 
|| Spks, Central Channel & Subwoof¬ 
er.. £129.99 


^Biu-Ra^Player^^^ecorder^^ 

Pa naso ri i c DM PS080., M ulti-Regi on,,. *. £249.95 

Pionee r BOP LX 0 8.....,.. „ £699.95 

Pioneer BOP LX 71. .,,,£529,95 

Pionee r BO P LX 91.. £1749.95 

Samsung SOP1600. £139,95 

Sony SDPS5DO0ESS.,,,.*.. ,,.,£989.95 

Pioneer BDP120. £249.95 

So ny BO PS560, .m u its - b egi ort, £229.95 

Sony BDPS360. £149.95 

Sony BDPS760.,... ECALL 

Sharp BOHP22H. £144,95 

Panasonic DMRBS750,,.,,,. .,,£609.95 
Panasonic DMRXS3S0,,... £439.95 


flener iauiM 1 HvougTt rejeanrh 


Boae Lifestyle MKIVBIMWttil.ECALL 

Bose Lifestyle 1B,'2B.'3BMKliV BtKtiWjS IECALL 

Bom LifedtyJe V30-Glac*.1 CALL 

Bom 3.2.1 HkiH...ECALL 


3.2.1 GS. „N,H,MH,HH,HH,HI„i £C ALL 

Bom 3.2.1 GSX System.ECALL 

BoseConeMateWireless.ECALL 

Bcw SoundDock WlikafBJKfc.1CALL 

Bose Sound Dock Portable...................ECALL 

Bose 201 1 301 V..„ <HH . £QAIL 

Bom AM-3.'5..ECALL 

Bose AM-C M0 J15.iCALL 

_ 2 Year Warranty 


Lifestyle V2C 

Heme Entertainment 
System with with Video 
mt Upscaling, Automatic 

audb/video synchroniza¬ 
tion & DIRECT/REFLECT¬ 
ING® cube speaker 
arrays 


iM. 




cilrics, xt our Shawmam 
islnirg plaasurc" 


Micro 


TEAC CRH258 - CD Micro 
component with USB/SD/ 

1 iPod interface. 

. ECALL 




ems 


TEAC DRH358i - DVD 

Micro component with USB/1 
iPod interface. £329.99 


TEAC Reference 300 Mkllf 

- Micro Component System + 
CD/MP3 Player & SOW 2-Way 
Speakers. £199.99, 



HARMAN KARDON 
AVR137 + DVD 29 - 5x45W 
Receiver + DVD Audio/Video 

Player.ESPECIAL QF- 

HE ■ ■ . £449.9 9,^ 


DVD RECORDERS 

LG RHT497H«»...... £ 199-95 

Panasonic DMRXS350. ...£CALL 

Pa n a son ic D M RE Z28..... M ultl-R^glon.. £ 174.9 9 

Panasonic DMREX98.2S0GB Multi-Region. £379.95 
Sony RDRDC100 ... pi „.. 160QB Multi-Region...£239.95 
Sony RDRDC2Q5... i „«25i3GB Multi-Region. .£279.95 

Pianeer DVRLX61D zbogb £409.95 

Samsung DVDSH893 .....m ulli-Regi□ n. £ 164.95 

Sony RDRHXD1O95B.50D6B Multi-Region £349.95 
Toshiba RD99DT Multi-Region. £214.95 


DVD & BLU-RAY HOME CINEMA SYSTEMS 

Panasonic SCPT870...................... ...£319.95 

Pa naso n ic SC PT57 O....,. Multi -Regi on ►.,. £ 289.99 

Pa naso n i c SC PT47 O . Multi -Regl on .... £ 199 . 9 5 

Pa naso n i c SCPT170,..,,. mu I ti - Reg i on.... £ 149.99 

Panasonic SCBT200.Blu-Ray. .....ECALL 

Panasonic SC8TX?a„...Bi!u-Ray,. £479.95 

Samsung HTBD7200_Blu-Ray....._ ECALL 

Samsung HTBD1220,,.,.. Blu-Ray. ECALL 

Sony BDVE300....Blu-Ray. ECALL 

Sony BDV27,.Biu-Ray„. ECALL 


m S ■ See Our Full Range of Products Available Online 

■SShiwayhifi.com 

\a/\a/\a/ im irnal-nlaTa not SL \a/\a 


020 7723 5251 

318-324 Edgware Road, 
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-^Smarthome highlights integrated systems Europe The largest ci 

expo outside of the US takes over Amsterdam SPEAKER HEAVEN In-wails from PMC and Monitor 
Audio CERTIFIED AV-HOLIC! A pair of avid HCC readers guide you through their home theatre setup 
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38 ISE 2010 -» MONITOR AUDIO SPOTLIGHT SPEAKERS 


Integrated Systems for pros only 

You weren't able to attend ISE 2010, but you need to know why it's essential to Cl 


Last Summer we told you all about the UK's 
leading event for the custom install trade, CEDI A 
Expo UK. A must-attend event, but the only way 
you can get in is to impersonate a custom install 
professional. We'll have more from the re¬ 
branded Expo in a couple of months ( it's now 
called The Home Technology Event in 
association with CEDI A), but in the meantime 
our attention turns to the Netherlands* and 
Integrated Systems Europe (ISE for short), 
comfortably the biggest Cl trade event outside 
of the US. 

Now into its seventh year, ISE has grown 
into something of a monster from its humble 
beginnings in 2004. Originally staged at Geneva's 
Palexpo, it is now in permanent annuaL residence 
in Amsterdam's RAI - a huge stage for what is 
now a huge event Sprawling across eight halls, 
with over 500 exhibitors, the four-day 2010 event 
in early February promised to be even bigger than 
the record-breaking 2009, pre-registrations being 
up 20 per cent before the show. (Final numbers 
were yet to be confirmed at the time of writing.) 

Best in show 

No other Europe-based custom install show 
comes close to ISE in terms of exhibition size 
or the range of new technologies on dispLay. 
it has everything a Cl professional needs, all under 
one roof. And away from the show floor, there 
are a variety of education sessions to ensure 
that Europe's home cinema pros continue to learn, 
meaning we, the consumers, get the best possible 
home cinema installs when we part with our 
hard-earned cash. 

We’LL have in-depth coverage of ISE next issue, 
but here (and beLow) are some of the highlights. 

CEDI A UK held its own daily seminars in the 
midst of Hall 1, including the following: Technology 



Trends in Home Cinema, Audio and Video; Hiding 
Technology - Solutions and Techniques; and a 
Home Cinema Design workshop. The organisation 
is a strategic partner with ISE, and regards the 
event as essential. 

Philips Pronto (a huge name in Ci) travelled 
up from Eindhoven to promote its innovative 
programming techniques, whiLst American brand 
NuVo Technologies showcased its Music Port 
Server and Colour Touch Pad (pictured) - key 
kit for installers. Elsewhere, D-Box Technologies 
continued its global roadshow of its body-shaking 
D-Box Motion system, while high-end TVs and 
projectors from the likes of Punco, S1M2, 

ProjectionDesign, LG and Samsung made it 
another eye-catching event you (unfortunately) 


Touch, of class: 

NuVo Technologies' 
Colour Touch Pad adds 
style and simplicity to 
multi room control 


couldn't attend! 


Next year we recommend you don that custom 
instaLLer disguise and see for yourself what all the 
fuss is about... 


For more info visit wwwJseurope.org 


Electronics 

ecstasy 

AudioControl, the 
Seattle-based 
manufacturer of 
O processors, 
receivers, amplifiers, 
and RoomEQ gear was keen to wow 
ISE visitors with its Maestro M3 
pre-amp. The gives users the unique 
ability to extend video and audio 
signals over CAT5/6 wiring via 
AudioControl's Active Balanced 
Outputs. Among the twenty video 
sockets are five discrete HDMI inputs, 
with a high-quality internal video scaler 
allowing for upconverting, scaling 
and frame conversion of all video 
sources to HDMI 



Speakerheaven 

Loudspeakers 
featured throughout 
ISE, especially 
in-walLand hidden 
varieties, and there 
were plenty from traditional 
loudspeaker manufacturers. Highlights 
included Luton-based company 
PMC, which demo'd its new specialist 
service to instaLlers - a bespoke 
Wafer speaker, with grille cloth printing 
option (pictured). Also making an 
impression was Monitor Audio's 
micro-designed 80mm CPC120 
spotlight speaker designed to fit in 
a standard halogen down-lighter 
hole, and Bowers & Wilkins' in-wall 
and in-ceiling Cl 600 Series 



Take control! 


tH 


Cl relies on control 
systems to operate 
the essential kit that 
high-end setups 
demand, and the 
biggest name is undoubtedly Crestron. 
The company showcased its 
DigitalMedia system to installers, one 
which copes perfectly well with HD 
content delivery, and accepts, manages 
and distributes all analogue video and 
audio (including stereo, SPDIF, and 71 
surround sound); Ethernet; USB; KVM; 
power and control-over CAThe or fibre. 
Another highlight was Niko's vast range 
of top-line control products, including 
its innovative LED RGB Lighting control 
and LED light strips. 


Mounting 

solutions 


Mounting gurus 

| Peerless announced 

a new distribution 
arrangement 

® -thenewlyformed 
Peerless-AV Europe - to make products 
easily available to AV distributors, 
installers and specifiers across the 
continent. Product highlights included 
the extended Slimline range of universal 
uLtra-slim flatpanel mounts, which 
has been nominated for an InAVation 
pro-industry technology award. 

Other wall-mount brands hoping 
to catch the install trade's eye at 
ISE included Vogel, Omni-Mount, 

Chief and Future Automation, 
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beautiful home cinema environments by pac 



pac are multi award winning home cinema specialists. 
We design and install beautiful home cinema environments 
just for you, making each one a work of art in its own right. 


London 



South East 


North 

South West 

K21 - The London 

5W4-SMC 

5W19 - Beyond 

Essex - T&T Automation 

Herts - Audiofile 

Lancs - Majik House 

Dorset - Dawsons 

Home Cinema Company 

020 7819 1700 

the Invisible 

(Europe! Ltd 

01279 504 574 

01524 273 573 

AV Home 

□2D 9370 1625 

SWA - Gibson 

03450 94 93 95 

01255 342 331 

Kent - Imagine 

West Yorkshire 

01202 744 945 

Watford - Prestige Audio 

Music Ud 

W5 - Audio Venue 

Essex - Custom 

this IUKI Ltd 

Finite Solutions 


01923 801 400 

020 7384 2270 

020 3547 3703 

Sight & Sound 

0845 480 4854 

0113 255 4745 



01992574343 


Ocwsikn D-BCKJC OLUTTON, research "PIAD www.passionateaboutcinema.com 

■ IH tflllH PllMFfl' 
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40 PRO INSTALL-*£55,000 APPROX-*www.adustum.com 


Room at the top 

There's more to this loft-based cinema room 
than meets the eye, says 





Kit Checklist 

Epson: TW58G0 projector 
Epson's flagship projector until 
very recently, the TW5B0Q is a worthy 
addition to any cinema, with 
ISF certification and HQV-Reon 
VX processing 
Seymour AV: Acoustically- 
transparent projector screen 
Imerge: MSI Server and 
6TB Xiva Safe 
Artcoustic: 3 x Spitfire 
Studio Monitor L/C/R speakers 
Artcoustic: 4 x Diablo 
Monitor X2 loudspeakers 
Artcoustic: 2 x Spitfire 
subwoofers 
Artcoustic: 3 x PA-1600 
amplifiers 
NAD: T785 AV receiver 
Sky: Sky+HD 
Nintendo: Wii console 
Neve: SL remote control 
□ipsa l: C-Bus lighting 
control system 
SilentGliss: Motorised 
blinds 
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B efore installers Adustum Ltd. 
got involved, this cinema room 
was actually the space above 
a double garage, split into a home 
gym and a small bedroom. Now 
given a new Lease of Life as a 
projection-based home theatre and 
‘social bar area, we doubt the owner 
finds much time to lift his weights, 
wherever they’ve ended up. 

The company had aLready done 
work for the cLient before, fitting 
a Sonos system into an audio 
infrastructure that aLready existed 
in the property when he bought it, 
as well as adding a 50in Pioneer 
plasma in the lounge and a 42in 
MirrorMedia LCD TV in the bedroom. 
However, as can be seen from the 
photos here, the latest job was a 
much more demanding project. 

Everything was stripped out of the 
room, leaving the company a bLank 
canvas to start working with. The 
focaL walL of the room is dominated 
by a custom-made cabinet. This 
houses the Seymour AV projector 
screen, which is the biggest size 
that could be fitted into the sloping 
roof-space, and the bulk of the 
system's AV equipment, stored out 
of sight by drawbridge doors and 
kept well-ventilated by a pair of 
extractor fans that come on when 
the cinema is booted up. 

As the owner was keen to try and 
keep everything discreet and out of 
the way, the install team opted for 
a 7.2-channel Artcoustic system 
for the audio - with the front L/C/R 
speakers and twin subwoofers 
housed behind the projector screen. 

What we like most about the 
system is its eye-catching finish and 
effective use of space. The various 
different forms of lighting provide 
real ambience, and the quirky-but- 
comfy seats can be moved about 
- one drawback with fixed cinema 
seating is the inflexibility. 


The Epson TW580G 
projector is ceiling 
mounted behind the 
cinema seats 
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42 INSTALL 


A Clever tech 

NAD's T785 AV receiver packs 
7 x 200W of amplification into its 
solid, premium-grade build, and the 
brand's innovative Modular Design 
Construction (MDC) means it can 
be easily upgraded 

B Forward thinking 

While the NAD receiver looks after 
the rear speakers, the system makes 
use of a trio of Artcoustic PA-18Q0 
amps to drive the twin subwoofers 
and front speakers. 

C Boom! Shake the room 

The install doesn't Lack for big bass, 
thanks to this pair of Artcoustic 
Spitfire subwoofers, each employing 
four lOin long-throw woofers. 

D Let there be light 

Ambience in the room is handled 
by a Clipsal C-bus lighting control 
system that can be set for different 
moods. The idea is that when you 
are sitting watching a movie onLy 
the perimeter Lights are on, but when 
its a sociable night there’s some 
funky lighting around the bar as 
well; says installer Jamie Lunn. 

E Rear speakers 

Surround audio is delivered through 
a quartet of Artcoustic Diablo 
Monitor X2 speakers. These 
two-way wallhanging monitors pair 
twin X2 tweeters with a 5.5in 
long-throw mid-woofer. 


Going down: The staircase next 
to the bar leads to another 
room containing a 40in Sony 
TV and pool table 
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Living Entertainment 



Award Winning Installations 
by Musical Images 

Musical Images is one of the UK’s 
leading retailers and installers of Home 
Entertainment, Automation, Lighting 
and Multiroom systems. Recognised 
with many major magazine and 
manufacturer awards, Musical Images 




offers a truly unsurpassed service 


Throughout our long history we’ve always 
recognised the importance of superb 
customer care and technical expertise. 
That’s why our customers know they 
can rely on us completely, whatever 
their needs and whatever their budget. 


To experience the world of difference 
an award winning Home Entertainment 
specialist can make, visit either of our 
branches today. 


WWW. 


Musical Images 
is a 3 times winner of 
Home Cinema Choice 
magazine's "Best 
Multi room Installation” 


C6CHA 


Founder Member 

Intelligent Homes 
in the Making 


Beckenham Branch: 126 High Street, Beckenham, Kent, BR3 1ED Tel. 020 8663 3777 
Edgware Branch: 173 Station Road, Edgware, Middlesex, HA8 7JX Tel. 020 8952 5535 

Audio Visual Lifestyle Ltd t/a Musical Images, Please call for opening time details. E-mail: sales@musical-images,co.uk 

These photos feature just a small selection of Musical Images' installation work over the past 20 years. 
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44 GET YOUR KIT OUT 


Certified: AV-holic! 

Every issue, an HCC reader invites you to take 
a tour of their beloved home cinema setup... 




Hi-def duo: 

Terry and Maxine are 
proof that your AV 
hobby needn't ruin 
your marriage 


Join the club 

Do you want to see your home 
cinema system featured in 
the pages of Home Cinema 
Choice ? If so, log on to www. 
homecinemachoice.com/avtiolic 
where you'll find all the 
information you need. 
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Introduce yourselves... 

Terry and Maxine Palmer, 

43 and 40, but going on 16J 
Are you AV addicts? 

Yes! Since Pro-Logic became 
wideLy available we have 
been home cinema fans. 

We recently built an 
extension to our home and 
incorporated a lot of current 
tech as well as future-proofing 
where we could - including 
over 900 metres of cabling] 

A Zone 2 output can be sent 
to most rooms. 

What T s in your kit rack? 

A Yamaha RX-V3900 AVR, 
Panasonic DMP-BD50 Blu-ray 
deck, Sky+HD box, a Sony PS3 
and a Nintendo Wii, My screen 
is a Pioneer KRP60Q; for 
speakers I have a Canton CD10 
cinema package, but have 
added extra satellites - two 
in-ceiLing Canton 6b0s for 
the rear channeLs and two 
extra CDlOs hooked up to the 
Yamaha's presence channeLs. 

In the loft is a twisted pair 
distribution amp with which we 


use Madnat PTP-CA01 Baiuns; 
at the other end of the 
technology spectrum is an 
original 1985 Atari Gauntlet 
machine - not sure how I'm 
ever going to integrate that 
into the setup though] 

What's next on your list? 
Probably something like Apple 
TV or a media server Disc 
storage is an issue so it would 
be nice to stream some of 
our Less-watched movies. I’d 
buy Sky multiroom if it could 
network multiple boxes. 

How much have you spent on 
your AV habit over the years? 
Over the years, about £20K 
on hardware.,, but I have NO 
idea how much on media! 
What's your current fave disc? 
Right now, I’d say Zulu on 
Blu-ray, and we're big fans of 
Mama M/a. High on the all-time 
List is Jaws - cinema at its finest. 
Are you excited about 3D? 

Not so much. We’ve seen some 
great stuff in Orlando in the 
theme parks, but I’m sure it 
would be distracting at home. 


Room essentials 

A King Kuro 

Bigscreen duties are handled by 
this 60in Pioneer 

B Disc dilemma 

With all these movies to store, 
Terry and Maxine are considering 
a media server 

C Feeling the Presence 

Additional height speakers are 
wired into the Yamaha 
amplifier's Presence channeLs 
for 9.1 surround! 


D Lofty ambitions 



Over 900m of AV cabling 
has been fitted to the house, 
much of it controlled via 
a distribution amp in 
the attic 


Old School: 

Our AV- 
holic s have 
even found 
room for an 
original 
Gauntlet 
machine! 
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We've been designing and installing home 
cinema for over 15 years, and our company 
has been established for over 60. 


You can visit our new showrooms in north 
London to get a taste of what we can do. 
Whatever your budget, we can help* 


Award Winning Home Cinema 


lation 


As a Lucas Film THX accredited installer we 
can help transport the movie experience 
from the cinema to your home, together 
with multi-room music and video, IT 
systems and automation to integrate your 
system into your home* 


4 Ik stunning Fonosmc TXP46I1 


Panasonic 

LCD & Plasma specialist 


THE LONDON 

HOME CINEMA 

COMPANY 


Find out more at www.lendenhemecinema.co.uk 

or call us on 020 8370 1825 

870-878 Green Lanes London N21 2RS 
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CEDIA 

INSTALLERS 
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BEfi 

SIN 


S4D 

/ BLE 


Award Winning luxury Home Cinemas 
and Multi Room Systems 


Control © 




08450 94 93 95 
Wimbledon, London 
www. bey o ndJheinvisible.com 



Winner of lhe UK's 
most prestigious home 
cinema awards 2009 


[BIF'INITE 

L224 SOLUTIONS 

HOME ENTERTAINMENT SPECIALISTS 

fol Fully project managed build [o] In house 3D design service 

gs CEDIA Qualified Designers Award winning showhouse 

and Installers with 4 cinema demo rooms 


View over 10 completed projects and our showroom 

1 



Mai da Vale, London 

Leeds, West Yorkshire 


084S 873 88*18 

0113 255 4765 


lomJonSfi n Resolution s, co, u k 

Ceetis#finfte5olutlons.c0.uk 




INTEGRATION ■ ■ IRVum I BET- jv| 

AWAfiDS ca- ■ arfl ■ X. F-■-=— ■ 


* Bespoko home cmoma projection rooms 

• True high definition plasma and led tv 

• Multi-room audio, vidao and satellite 

• Integrated lighting and Control systems 

* Telephone A computer networks 

* Creative audiovisual interior design 

iilii 

Wc Bunco 

ARTCOUSTIC 

HAD — 

OCBESTWW 



CEDIA 


HI-FI, HOME CINEMA & MUOI ROOM SPECIALISTS 


rauleiqh hi-fi 

J .sound & uision 



for 35 years Rayleigh Hi-Fi has been at 
the forefront of high quality hi-fi, home 
cinema and multi room systems. Custom 
installation is an important and integral 
part of the business with knowledgeable 
and professionaliy installed solutions. 
Systems are designed to suit individual 
requirements and full project 
management is provided to ensure 
schedules are met with an after sales 
service that is second-to-none. A very 
wide choice of top hi-fi, home cinema 
(including LCD, plasma Ws and projector 
systems), multi-room distribution systems, 
lighting controls, and home automation 
systems are included in the product range 
of Ihis four store company 


Contact our 
Custom 
Installation 
Department 

44a High Street 
Rayleigh, Essex 
SS6 7EA 

1:01268 776932 
F: 01268 776909 

ALSO AT 

* Sotilhcnd 

* Cheitnsfcxd 
*Cokhester 


Discipline* UU5.4 


-J"*- er*t(ran 

INTEGRATION 

AWARDS O 


definitions 


Definitions are the leading designer and 
installer of high definition home cinema 
and home automation systems 
in the Yorkshire region. 

Projects range from discrete 
plasma TV systems, to automated 
projection home cinema rooms, 

01484 713996 
www. defi n itions. u k. com 

PO Box 123, Brlghouse. West Yorkshire 


5 listening 

rooms 


ft 'i 


******* 

NOW 

CELEBRATING 
OUR 

20THYEAR 

★*★★**★ 

161 Old EromptQir Hoad, London SW5 QU 
T: 020 7244 7759 F: 020 7370 0192 
Disciplines 1,3,4,5,6 
W: www.thelisteningroorns.com 
E: lnfo@thelisteningrooms.com 
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www.rayleighhifi.com 


P>%4iwl<fc3L<Sr6 

Hertfordshire Showroom 

253 High Road, Bro*bourne 
Hertfordshire, BM10 6PZ, 

Tel: 01992 440549 

London Showroom 

8 Heddon Court Parade 
Cockfostera Road, 8am*t f EN4 ODB 
Tel: 020 8440 9509 

E-mail: infoOsoundstage-av.co.uk 


Mufti-room Audio 
Raima Installation! 
Inlel^niTt Lighting 
Homa Automation 
Bespoke Cabinetry 



Key to Discipline Sections; 1 5 Contral * S » stems ln,e 9 ration 6 Salellite 









































NORTHERN 


IRELAND 


1—9 Scotch Street Centre, Dungannon „ 
jj^ty CorTyrene flTTO IAR 

, WfiryJS T*MQ 4 *)G 18 * 7 T 3 3684 

JDCJ V^pU AL Fmx, ( 048 ] 011 BTT 5 3006 

email da^d§i(ttmouvxo.ult 
webfitti wwWrltn>nouy,(buti 


Hi-Fi - Home Cinema 
— Mufti-Room Audio 
a/td Video - Lighting 
and Control Systems - 
Plasma and Projector 
Systems 


GEHA 




2nd Floor 
550 Durham Road 
Low Fell 
Gateshead 
Tyne & Wear 
NE9 SHU 

Telephone 0191491 4141 
mfo@dsegroup.co.uk 


dse 


group 


creating intelligent homes 



The North East's only design and install specialist. 


Y.d-segroup .co.uk 


Disciplines 1 , 4 , 5,6 


INFIDELITY 

9 High Street,, 

Hampron Wick, 
Kingston Upon TTiiurves 
KT1 4DA 
T: 020fl 9433530 
F; 0208 94M509 

www.lnfiddit y. to, uk 
Contact: Simon Bylcs 



Disciplines ), 2,4,4.5.6 
Infidel it v ant fiHimitf members of 
CEDIA UK and an? intensively 
involved in the various forms of 
Custom Installation including 
Lurron lighting control systems, 
Muhltoom Audio and Visual and 
Home OuetM systems. We provide 
complete support from the inital 
planning to a personalised after sale* 
service, if you want to have in 
indecently good home automation 
system. 


CEDIA 



Oranges 


Hi-Fi, Home Cinema 
<£ Multi-Room 
Specialists 

020 7924 2040 

LaaiL (nB^JnEmud tirpurl 



61 Uditn Kind. UtfttTM, SH [ | 

i\hh .uand I hi ri.co.uk 


LIVING ENTERTAINMENT 




Discover the very best in 
Home Entertainment 
technology, together with the 
most stunning installation 
solutions at Musical Images. 

London and the South-East s 
premier Home Entertainment 
specialist. 


Winner of three prestigious 
Home Cinema Choice 
“Best installation of the Year 

Awards No one knows more 
about Home Entertainment 
than Musical images! 

BECKENHAM BRANCH 

126 High Street Beckenham, Kent BFU 1ED 

Tel: 020 8663 3777 W 

COVENT GARDEN BRANCH *)[ 

18 Monmouth Street Covent Garden, London WC2H 9H i!j 

Tel: 020 7497 1346 

EDGWARE BRANCH JL 

173 Station Road, Edgware, Middlesex HAS 7JX 

Tel: 020 8952 5535 /.Ml 


DrtdplifWS 

1,2J,4 r 5,6 




pr-ogr-psgCg^, 

Home Automation & Multi Room Specialists 



Any song, 
any room, 
at the touch 
of a button 


J 01892 860801 

hx www.progressive-av.com 


CEDIA is an established trade association of experienced 
companies that integrate entertainment, telephone, computer, 
heating, light and security systems in your home 
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SIZE REFILLM DOES 

M FITTER... 


DTR94500S HD HIGH DEFINITION DIGITAL TV RECORDER WITH A MASSIVE 

500GB HARD DRIVE 

» 500G8 Hard Disk Drive » HDMi™ upscaling 

» Smart, simple to use HD Digital Recorder ► No contract, no monthly bills 

► Instant access to the very best of HD programmes * Over 140 TV and radio channels 
* Crystal clear sound quality * 8 Day TV listings and parental control 


SMART TECHNOLOGM MAKING DIGITAL TV SIMPLE 

visit www.sagemdigital.co.uk today 


free^rt^ 


HD digital TV recorder 


Ham; HD digltalfVi 
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^Hardware highlights JVC Is the DLA-HD950 the best home cinema 
projector around? PHILIPS Second-gen LED-lit 46in TV with online capabilities TOSHIBA Debut 
Blu-ray player from the HD DVD pioneer KEF Entry-level 5.1 floorstander system DENON High-end AV 
receiver and universal BD deck GROUPTEST Sub-£1,000 Full HD projectors AND MUCH MORE! 



HCC Ratings key 

Outstanding 

MMi 

Above average 

fit##* 

Acceptable 

•MM 

Disappointing 

mi> 

Dire 

##### 


Turn to page 58 .tp find oi 


' - 


HCC DOE5NT BELIEVE IN OVER-PRAISING HARDWARE. CONSEQUENTLY, A THREE-STAR RATING SHOULDN’T BE CONSIDERED A BAD RESULT, IT SIMPLY MEANS THAT 
A PRODUCT PERFORMS ACCORDING TOlTS CATEGORY POSITION. A FIVE-STAR RATING IS ONLY AWARDED IN EXCEPTIONAL CIRCUMSTANCES 
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Specifications 

yb including 1080p24 
i ml input 

1 m2v\3 HDMI inputs 
yb! D-Sub 
mesI input 
1920 x!080 
900 ANSI 
Lumens 
50,000:1 
Dimensions: 
3G5(W) x 167(h) x 478(d) mm 
11.2kg 

I5F C3 support; THX 
certification and preset mode; 16 
aperture settings; gamma presets 
and user-definable slot; colour 
management system; sharpness 
adjustment; Clear Motion Drive 
processing; Inverse Telecine 
processing; HQV Reon-VX 
processing; composite and 
5-video inputs 
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JVC’s latest 

D-ILA diva 



JVC's HD950 projector boasts a THX stamp and cinematic 
pictures to die for, reckons a drooling John Archer 


j: 


ust when the likes 
of Sony, Vivltek and 
Epson thought it was 
safe to get back in 
projector waters, JVC’s 
D-ILA technology is 
back, making its rivals’ 
lives very uncomfortable 
again with the DLA-HD95Q. 
The DLA-HD950 is a 
high-end (£6*000) model that 
should be amply equipped to show 
how far JVC's D-ILA talents have 
progressed since 2009‘s excellent 
HD35Q and H0750, Especially as, 
like the HD750, the HD950 has 
breezed through the Certified Display 
Program of the world-renowned 
THX AV kit evaluation group. 

From the outside, the HD950 
doesn't actually show much sign 
of progression over its HD750 
forebear That’s not really a bad 
thing, though, since the elegant 
elliptical profile, curved rear corners, 
appealing glossy finish, recessed 
lens barrel and Sherman tank-like 
build quality are right up your 
average AV nut’s street. 

As f expect of a £6K projector, the 
flexibility and finesse of the HD95Q f s 
fully motorised optical adjustments 
is impressive. The zoom extends 
to an excellent 2x and you can shift 
the image 00 per cent up or down 
vertically* or 34 per cent horizontally. 
The latter should allow you to forgo 
the haphazard keystone correction 
system for getting the edges of your 
pictures straight. 

The HD950 can also be used with 
an external anamorphlc lens, and its 
lens aperture can be set to one of 16 
positions depending on your personal 
tastes/room set up. compared with 


just three available on its cheaper 
sibling, the HD550 

Ready for your room 

JVC has made no secret about its 
desire to make headway in the 
custom install market so it’s natural 
that this PJ's connections include 
an RS-232 control port and a 12V 
trigger output. 

Inside, the HD950's optical wire 
gnd D-ILA engine produces a claimed 
brightness output of 900 Lumens 
and contrast ratio of 50,000:1. 

This tatter figure is particularly 
remarkable because its a native 
figure, achieved without resorting 
to an image-dimming dynamic iris 
like those found on LCD and 
SXRD projectors. 

While the HD95G has so far talked 
a good talk* it hasn't really explained 
why it's better than the HD750. 

But if you look closely enough, 
there are potentially significant 
differences. For a start* the HD950 
is licensed with the ISF C3 system, 
enabling trained engineers to 
professionally calibrate the projector 
for your particular room and screen 
characteristics. 

Then there's the HD950 H s use 
of Clear Motion Drive processing. 

This proprietary JVC engine generates 
extra intermediate frames to reduce 
judder and boost clarity. Other 
key features include a 
dedicated THX picture 
setting mode: numerous 
Gamma presets, plus loads of 
flexibility for defining your own 
setting; and a colour management 
system that allows you to finetune 
the hue. saturation and brightness 
of all six of the primary video colours. 


It's worth stressing, too. that the 
HD950 doesn't skimp on ‘general' 
picture processing, with the widely 
acclaimed HQV Reon-VX video 
processor onboard, complete with 
excellent I/P conversion, scaling 
and full lOblt 4:4:4 processing. 

The darkness 

Even though rival projection 
technologies have made 
considerable advances In the black 
level department recently, the 
HD950 stands out from the crowd 
when you're watching dark scenes 
such as the opening space battle of 
Star Wars ill. recorded in HD from Sky 
(well. I had to go for a George Lucas 
film given this projector's 
THX certification!). 

There are three reasons why dark 
scenes look so tasty on the HD95CL 
First, it just gets closer to producing 
a real, cinematic black colour than 
any other sub-£10K projector IVe 
seen. Second* since it doesn't need 
to reduce brightness to produce a 
convincing black level, it makes dark 
scenes look much punchier, and 
more stable and consistent than 
projectors that use dynamic irises. 

Finally, the fact that the HD950 
can maintain high brightness and 
deep black level response within 
the same frame allows it to 
reproduce levels of subtlety and 
clarity* when it comes to greyscale 
and shadow detail* that you just 
don't get anywhere else without 
spending megabucks. For instance, 
during the raid of the dark Nazca 
tomb in Indiana Jones and The 
Kingdom of The Crystal Skull {Blu-ray, 
another Lucas connection), I got a 
much richer sense of the texture and 
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PJ tech talk... 

D-ILA isn't the only projector format out there, so here's a quick guide 
to the pros and cons of the different technologies available 


DLP (Digital Light Processing) 
Developed by Texas Instruments, 
DLP systems are based around 
Digital Mirror Devices 1 (DMDs), 
which comprise hundreds of 
thousands of tiny, individually 
controllable mirrors set on the 
back of a controller chip. 

The projectors come in two 
configurations. The most 
common option uses a single 
DMD chip, with colour provided 
by a spinning ‘wheel* containing 
a number of colour segments - 
usually six. Much more expensive 
options use three DLP chipsets 
- one each for the red, green and 
bLue colours. This removes the 
rainbow effect 1 {see Cons). 

Pros 

1, Produces a deeper, richer 
bLack level response than 
similarly-priced LCD projectors. 

2, Colours don't degrade with use 
as fast as they can with LCD tech. 

3, Not usually any pixellation 
or 'screen door 1 effect. 

Cons 

1. The colour wheel can reduce 
brightness and cause buzzing/ 
whining noise t plus the rainbow 
effect, where red, green and blue 
colour stripes flit over bright 
objects in your peripheral vision, 

3. Low-level grey/green dot 
crawl during dark scenes. 

LCD (Liquid Crystal Display) 

LCD projectors use transLucent 
liquid crystal panels through 
which light is passed The 
individual pixels in these panels 
can be opened to let Light through 
or shut to stop it. Even budget 
LCD Pis use three LCD panels, 
so no colour wheeLs are required. 

Pros 

1. LCD projectors are immune 
to the rainbow effect. 

2. Pictures tend to be bright, 
and Look very sharp. 


Cons 

1. Some LCD projectors show a 
grid-Like effect over pictures, and 
let you see the individual pixels 
that make up the picture. 

3. LCD projectors Lose colour 
saturation/accuracy over their 
lifetime. 

4. Can struggle to deliver good 
black leveLs and contrast. 

D-ILA (Direct-Drive Image 
Light Amplification) 

Exclusive to JVC, D-ILA is a variation 
on Liquid Crystal on Silicon (LCoS) 
technology. 

LCoS is based around Liquid 
crystaLs on a reflective mirror 
substrate, with those crystals 
opening or closing to Let light reflect 
from the mirror or be blocked off. 
LCoS projectors generally use 
separate chipsets for the core 
red, green and blue elements. 

D-ILA improves on LCoS by 
allowing closer pixeL spacing, using 
vertically oriented pixeLs to boost 
contrast and adding an inorganic 
alignment layer for extra stability. 

D-ILA also sports a smoothing 
technology that reduces 
irregularities in the liquid crystal 
alignment, reducing light wastage. 
JVC added the ‘Wire Grid Optical 
Engine* system to D-ILA in 2007, 
removing the need for a light 
polariser, further reducing Light 
leakage, and improving contrast. 

Pros 

1 Delivers arguabLy the best 
native contrast in the domestic 
projector world. 

2. Closely-spaced pixeLs remove 
pixellation and screen door effect 
concerns, 

3. Co Lour tones benefit from 
the natural contrast. 

4. Images are stable, since D-ILA 
projectors don't need dynamic irises. 

Cons 

1. Not the brightest projection 
technology around. 


2. The fact that only one brand does 
D-ILA means prices might struggle 
to stay competitive. 

SXRD( Silicon X-Tal 
Reflective Display) 

Like D-ILA, Sony’s exclusive 5XRD 
technology is also based around 
LCoS, but it differs in a number 
of key ways. First a combination 
of new silicon driving circuitry, 
Silicon Wafer Process Technology, 
and a tweaked Liquid Crystal 
Device design results in a 2,4x 



increase in pixel density and 1 Ox Sony's SXRD 

improvement in inter-pixeLspacing. technology 

In fact, Sony claims its SXRD system a variant 
delivers the smallest inter-pixel on 

spacing ever. 

SXRD also uses a unique liquid 
crystal materiaL, where the liquid 
crystal molecules are aligned 
vertically to the cell substrates. 

This improves driving voltages and 
higher optical properties, boosting 
contrast c Lai ms. 

SXRD additionally claims a 2.5 
millisecond response time, which 
should counter motion bLur. 

Pros 

1. No visible pixel structure. 

2. Extremely high detail leveLs, 

3. Punchy pictures. 

4. Better contrast than LCD. 

Cons 

1. Dynamic iris requirement can 
lead to brightness instability. 

2. Green tones used to be over- 
dominant, but the latest SXRD 
modeLs have improved this issue. 
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detail of the tomb's walls on the 
HD950 than l did on, say, Sony's 
similarly specced VW85, 

The HD950's subtlety isn't limited 
to shadow detailing, either. It also 
seems better at reproducing subtle 
colour tone shifts than any of JVC's 
previous projectors - a fact which 
inevitably helps pictures Look more 
three-dimensionaL and natural. 

As natural as two Jedi knights fighting 
a Light-sabre battle on a lava planet 
ever could look, anyway.,. 

To get colours looking precisely 
how I wanted them, I had to visit the 
coLour calibration screen. But if you 
can't be bothered with this, either the 
THX or Cinema 2 settings deliver very 
impressive 'preset' resuLts. 

As noted before with D-ILA 
projectors, the HD95CTS Full 
HD images are stunningly 
sharp and detailed, clearly 
reproducing the grain in a good HD 
movie transfer, and picking out all 
those HD essentials like skin pores, 
blades of grass and Harrison Ford's 
wrinkles during Indy's adventures on 
South American plains. 

Add to all these glories an 
absence of noise (colour moire, the 
rainbow effect, visible pixel structure 
and dot crawl are all dismissed), 
a general feeling of jaw-dropping 
precision, and an exemplary running 
noise (JVC has somehow turned 
one of the noisier projection 
technologies into one that runs 
aLmost siLently, and the Low 
quoted 19dB figure seems 
entirely believable), and you 
truly have an awe-inspiring 
performance for a£5K-£6K 
price point. 


That's not to say I have nothing to 
moan about, though. I didn't take to 
the Clear Motion Drive system at all, 
for instance, finding its visible side 
effects tough to live with, even when 
watching HD (though it's not designed 
for use with 1080p24 BD material). 

It’s just as we LI you can switch it off, 
although doing this inevitably results 
in a Little judder in the pictures. But 
to me, at Least, this feels sympathetic 
to the experience of watching a film 
in a cinema, and is never bad enough 
to actually distract you. 

Unforgiving accuracy 

My onLy other concern is that the 
HD950’s exceptional accuracy 
makes it very unforgiving of poor- 
quaLity sources. For instance, while 
playing Dragon's Age on the Xbox 
360,1 became aware of some quite 
distracting blocking and striping 
noise around the edges of some 
objects that I'd been blissfully 
unaware of while playing the game 
previously on Vivitek's budget, 
sub-£lK H10S5 projector (see p83). 

Of course, being negative about 
the HD950 because it's too accurate 
isn't fair. But I just thought you should 
know, in case you're thinking of 
feeding one loads of Freeview 
broadcasts or something daft... 

So let’s finish on the high the 
HD950 so richly deserves. It's an 
incremental improvement on 
the HD750 rather than a huge 
advance, but given how good 
the HD750 was, the fact that 
the HD950 improves on it at 
all - especially with colours 
and setup flexibility - has to 
be a cause for celebration 


AV/CV 

Product: 




Lazy eye: 

JVC is 
persisting 
with its 
asymmetrical 
design 
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**Tech Labs 

Power consumption: Watts 



White screen: With a 
whitelOOIRE signal, 
consumption is 
reasonable for a big 
projector such as this 



Test footage: 

We measured no 
significant change in 
power consumption 
with live movie footage 


Contrast: rat i o Colo u r temp: Kelvi n 



Picture: An excellent 
contrast ratio in 
Natural mode of over 
25,000:1. 


Presets: A wide range 
of operating modes 
and CT presets, plus 
full user adjustment 
of R/G/B levels to 
deliver 6,5 00K. 

Natural: 4,29BK 
Stage: 4,392K 
Cinema 1:4,79BK 
THX: 6,779 K 


HOC VERDICT 

JVC DLA-HD950 

£6,000 

Highs: Produces the best HD pictures 
in its class; runs quietly; flexible 
Lows: The (optional) CLear Motion 
□rive processing generates too 
many artefacts; very unforgiving of 
poor source material 

Performance: ooooo 
Design: OOOOO 
Features: ooooo 

Overall: 06600 
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54 PHILIPS 46PFL9704H-*£2,500 Approx-*www.philips.co.uk 


The LED-backlit 46PFL9704 touts an eye-catching silver bezel 



AV/CV 

Product; 


^ 46!n TV with a direct LED backlight system, 
Ambilight, and Perfect Pixel HD processing 

Right up at the top of Philips' current TV range 
apart from the 21:9 ratio 56PFL9954 

oshiba 46SV685; Samsung 4688000; LG 42SL9500 


Peers: 
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-> Specifications 

HD Ready: yes Full HDJ080p24 Tuner yes Freeview 
Component video: ral input HDMI: yes 5 inputs 
PC input mes D-sub 15 pin 
Resolution: 1920x1080 Autiio:2xl5W 
Brightness (claimed) 500 cd/m 2 
Contrast ratio (claimed): 5,000,000:1 
Dimensions (w/o stand): 987{w) x 630(h) x 89(d) mm 
Weight (w/o stand): 19.8 kg 
Features; 200 Hz processing; Perfect Pixel HD 
processing; MPEG noise reduction; HD Natural Motion 
processing; Perfect Colour (producing 2250 trillion 
claimed colours); USB input with JPEG, MP3, and 
multiple video format compatibility; DLNA PC 
streaming wirelessly or via Ethernet; wireless or wired 

internet connectivity 


Day of 
the diode 

Philips' second-generation LED TV leaves 

John Archer awestruck 


U sing LED backlighting in LCD 
TVs is no longer news. Over 
the last few months we've 
seen a flurry of new TVs from a 
growing number of brands all 
exploiting the technology. Yet the 
Philips 46PFL9704H makes LED feel 
all shiny and futuristic again, simply 
by virtue of how damn good it is. 

The 46PFL97Q4's play for your 
AV heart begins as soon as you take 
in its crisp, metaLlic (brushed 
aluminium, metallurgy fans), 
two-tone design, offset by the 
spectacle of Philips 3 Ambilight 
system spilling from three of the 
TV’s sides. Its siren call merely grows 
louder, too, with the discovery of five 
HDMIs, an Ethernet port and a USB 
input among its connections. 

The 46PFL97Q4's feature count, 
meanwhile, Is fearsome, even by 
Philips’ usual 'kitchen sink' standards. 
The interesting stuff starts, of course, 
with that all-important LED 
backlighting system. 

This takes the 'traditional 1 direct 
approach, rather than the edge- 
mounted system pushed by ultra- 
slim TVs like Samsung's B7000 
and B8000 models. Asa result, 
the 46PFL9704 can deliver locaL 
dimming, where clusters of LEDs 
can have their brightness adjusted 
individually depending on the 
content of the part of the picture 
they serve. 

In theory this allows pitch blacks 
(where the LED arrays are switched 
off) to sit right along side ultra-bright 
whites (where the LED arrays are 
switched on fully). What's more, 
the 46PFL9704 sports a massive 
224 individuaLly-controllabLe LED 
segments - 75 per cent more 
than was present in Last year’s 
42PFL9803. This ought to reduce 
local dimming’s issues with Lost 


shadow detail and 'haloing 1 around 
bright objects. 

The potentiaily much more 
precise LED Lighting has been 
partnered with a new panel design, 
resulting in Philips' ground-breaking 
claimed contrast ratio of 
5,000,000:1, Of course, anyone 
who believes such a figure probably 
also reckons the moon is made 
of cheese and the Earth is flat, 
but our Tech Lab s measurements 
of a 343,000:1 contrast ratio in Vivid 
mode, and 224,000:1 In Standard, 
are very impressive. 

The other big attractions of the 
46PFL9704 are its built-in internet 
access, and a potent brew of video 
processing that chiefly comprises 
Philips’ uber-powerfuL Perfect Pixel 
HD system and a 2QQHz engine 
(actually a combination of 100Hz 
with a scanning backLight), 

In the current market, Philips net 
functions are the most advanced, 
particularly the inclusion of an Opera 
web browser, meaning you are 
unrestricted in the web content 
you can call up on your bigscreen. 

Going through everything 
Perfect Pixel HD does 
would take far too much 
Space, so suffice it to say that 
although you need to take care with 
some settings (more on this later), 
when the Perfect Pixel-driven images 
are at their best they are arguably 
the finest I’ve seen from an LCD TV 

Suck it and see 

Such hyperbole will doubtless have 
our more cynical readers headed 
straight for their nearest AV Moaner 
forum. But it’s hard to imagine 
anyone watching a well-calibrated 
46PFL9704 disagreeing with me. 

The singLe most devastating 
element of the 46PFL9704’s pictures 
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Premium 

screen; 

The 46PFL97Q4 
is Philips" 
flagship telly 
- and 
deservedly so 


is their black LeveL response, in terms 
of both the depth of grey-free 
black reached while showing the 
spacescapes of the latest Star Trek 
opus on Blu-ray, and the amount 
of shadow detail reproduced with 
dark interior shots. This latter 
achievement is particularly startling, 
since the loss of shadow detail is 
usually considered one of the 
weaknesses of direct LED technology. 

The Philips' viewing angle is good, 
too, so the black level response 
hardly reduces at all if you have 
to watch the TV from an angle. 

Making the 46PFL97Q4 5 s black 
level prowess all the more dramatic 
is the extreme brightness and 
vibrancy of the rest of its pictures. 

Here again you can clearly 
appreciate the worth of 
LED local dimming, as the 

image scarcely needs to dim its 
overall brightness at all to keep black 
levels looking excellent, even when 
an image contains a stark mixture 
of brights and darks. 

Colours are exceptionally rich, 
yet they're painted with excellent 
subtlety, range and bLend finesse, 
meani ng that the 46PFL9704 is as 
at home with EastEnders as it is with 
The fncredibtes . 

Next there's Perfect Pixel HD's 
effective touch with sharpness. 

As well as producing extremely 
precise clarity and detailing with 
FID, the 46PFL97Q4 makes stand a rd- 
definition pictures look sharper and 
more 'HD' than possibly any other 
brand can manage. This extra detail 
is accompanied, too, by nowhere 
near as much noise as I've seen 
on other manufacturer's engines. 


On the downside, the HD Natural 
Motion system can still generate 
some low-level artefacts, like 
shimmering around the edges of 
moving objects, even if you use it on 
its lowest setting. But these artefacts 
are less distracting than ever before, 
Leaving the benefits of the processing 
standing prouder. Plus, of course, you 
can turn the system off entirely - 
though inevitably this will Lead to a 
marginal increase in motion bLur. 

Other negatives include problems 
with the advanced sharpness tools. 
They're poorly thought out and can 
make pictures look ridiculously noisy. 
Also, none of the presets get cLose to 
6,50OK. FinaLly, there is a trace of 
haLoing around very bright objects. 
But you only really notice this if you're 
sat stupidly close to the screen. 

It's back to good news with the 
46PFL97Q4's audio performance. 
The TV uses the tried-and-tested 
Philips system of two dome tweeters 
in the front and two mid-bass drivers 
mounted in Large volume speaker 
boxes on the rear. The result is 
powerf uL, dynamic and clear. 

King of the castle 

Yes, the 46PFL9704 is expensive. 
Yes, the 46PFL9704 is demanding. 
But provided you show it the care 
and attention it deserves, the 
46PFL97Q4 is also nothing short 
of outstanding. Of course, 2010 Looks 
Like being the Year of LED TV, with 
ever more feature-packed and 
sLickly-designed models set to 
Launch in the coming months, 
but I can easily recommend this 
current Philips TV to anyone after 
a high-end bigscreen 


-&Tech Labs 

Power consumption: Watts 


200 300 



White screen: 

LED backlighting 
delivers low power 
consumption with our 
white 10DIRE screen; it 
increasedto201W in 
Vivid mode, though 



Test footage: 

A Lower Wattage than 
with 1001 RE white even 
with the speakers at 
full volume.Light 
Sensor mode cuts this 
figure to 06W. 


Contrast: ratio 

OaimedB 

S million:! B 

I Actual 
■ 302,108:1 

Picture: Excellent 
contrast performance, 
though nowhere near 
the outrageous claims, 
and a relatively high 
luminance of S9.42fl in 
Standard mode 


Col our temp: Kelvin 





Presets: 

The Warm CT preset 
gets the closest to 
6,500K but not that 
dose. Custom mode 
offers full R/G/B 
level adjustment for 
perfect results 
Normal: 11,772K 
Warm: 7.461K 
Coot 14,672K 



HCC VERDICT 

Philips 46PFL9704H 
£2,500 Approx 

Highs: Beautiful design; outstanding 
audio; arguabLy the best LCD picture 
ever; excellent 'net connectivity 
Lows: Quality doesn't come cheap; 
colour presets aren’t great 

Performance: ooooo 
Design; 00600 
Features: 06606 

Overall: 0060 © 
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Techni5at HDFS 
January 2010 


NOW with pause, 


• REC 


Unrivalled Features 

‘USB record to external hard disk 

■ Playback of multimedia content 

■ Support for BBC iPlayer (when available) 

♦ S-day Electronic Programme Guide (EPG) 

■ Full 3 year manufacturer's guarantee 

* Ultra-low standby power (0.25 watts) 

■ DiSEqC 1.2 with motor control 

■ Network connectivity using LAN or 
optional WLAN Adapter 



Experience digital synergy 

With TechniSat HDFS. Made in Germany. 

The HDFS Satellite HD Digital Receiver from TechniSat receives all freesatSDand HD channels with 
no subscription and no monthly contract - just a one-off payment 

With unrivalled functionality, the HDFS offers the ability to pause live TV, Timeshift and record TV 
to an external hard disk; playback movies, music and pictures from USB memory sticks or a home 
network PC via LAN or wirelessly using the optional TechniSat USB WLAN Adapter. 

Uniquely, the WLAN adaptor will allow new on-line services such as BBC iPlayer (when available) 
to be wirelessly streamed to the HDFS from anywhere in the home - avoiding the use of cables or 
mains plug LAN adaptors. 

Developed by TechniSat Digital Germany and TechniSat Digital UK, the HDFS presents stunning 
performance and advanced features combined with ease of use to provide a premium product from 
a class leading brand - ultimately, everything you would expect from German and UK engineering: 
style, quality and reliability. 

Available from Currys, Amazon, Mapiin and independent retailers. 


TechniSat Digital UK Ltd « 45 Sunningdale House * Caldecotte Lake Drive > Milton Keynes MK7 8LF 
phone: 0190S 362650 ■ e-mail: salesuk@itechnisat.co.uk * www.techmsat.oxuk 


f reesat HD 
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www.technisat.co.uk 
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58 BOWERS & WILKINS CM SERIES -» £4,250 Approx^ www.bowers-wiLkins.co.uk 



Adam Rayiter marvels 
yet again at Bowers & Wilkins' 
ability to fill classic-looking 
cabinets with 21st-century tech 


I t’s very smelly in the Nautilus 
room at the Bowers & Wilkins 
factory - there are no leaky aircon 
pipes to connect it to the outside 
world and it's Lined with stinky 
rubbery stuff. But it h s where B&W 
locks golden-eared engineers inside 
for short periods (very health 
and safety conscious, you see} 
to tweak and tune the Nautilus 5 
individually-assembled crossovers. 
Even ‘un-tuned 1 , as I once heard 
these iconic speakers, gleaming 
duLly in their rubbery gloom, they 
are ruddy awesome. 

Of course, for people who cannot 
afford a 9.1 system of those 
£55,GOO-a-pair speakers, it’s nice 
to know that a slice of the clever 
Nautilus tech has filtered down 
B&W’s range until it can be used 
in less esoteric products. 

That’s what you have here. Using 
metal dome tweeters with Nautilus 
tapering tubes hidden behind them, 
these CM speakers are aimed above 
B&W's 600 series and all its 
lifestyle 1 products, and meant 
for the discerning cinema freak 
who wants a slice of B&W quality, 
but can't afford vapour-deposited 
Diamond domes and massive 
bent-wood enclosures that you 
need two men to heft! 

Classical cabinets 

The seven-speaker-strong CM series 
is also available In glossy black, 
but I thought these looked good 
and classic in their handsome rose 
nutty finish. Add in the square-font 
branding and they look like they 
could have been assembled any 
time since the 1950s. 

That’s until you examine a griLle 
and it pops off in your hand on 
21st-century Neodymium magnet 
grippers. There are corresponding 
steel bits embedded beneath the 
surface of the enclosures, and these 


Quality 

control: 

The build of the 
CM series is 
hard to fault 
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tiny magnets are now small and 
powerful enough to work through 
posh cabinets to hold speaker grilles 
in place. It all adds a touch of class 
to proceedings, and as a direct 
result, the CMs look gorgeous 
grille-free, because there are no 
holes ready for the mounts. I, for 
one, am not mourning mass-market 
Eelon clips or those even uglier 
non-precision rubbery grommets 
used on budget gear 

With grilles removed you can 
feast your eyes on the driver lineup 

- the aforementioned aluminium 
dome tweeter, the creamy fixed- 
suspension mid-range driver, and 
the twin 6.5in paper/Kevlar bass 
cones below. Then its round the back 
fora shufti at the dual binding posts 
on each enclosure. 

This includes the A5W10CM 
subwoofer, which has the 
increasingly wise provision of 
independent input on both speaker 
and LFE feed lines, simultaneously. 

A tot of low-frequency 
information never makes 
it to the subwoofer 
channel, as pro-cinema systems 
have huge bass drivers all round 

- unless it's Tow Frequency Effects' 
you often miss it due to your satellite 
speakers' Low-end cut off. 

I had this explained to me very 
succinctly by Richard Lord, founder 
of bass behemoth REL Acoustics, 
and it really does make a huge 
difference. Since then I have seen this 
feature appear on a few other subs 
from different brands. It’s annoying 
if there's no independent control (as 
with the Tannoy TS1201, reviewed on 
page 66); good, then, that the B&W 
ASW10CM subwoofer has a knob for 
gain control of each. You really can 
use this feature as a mark of 
engineering cunning and 
low-end tonal knowledge 
in subwoofers. I should 
warn you that it'll 
eliminate a lot of them 
off your shortList, though. 


Starter’s orders 

I set the CM 9 towers on 
their big slabby plinths and 
chose the round plastic 
feet, rather than spikes, 
from what I reckon is the 
best accessory pack in the 
biz - a card with blister- 
packed quad-sets of feet 
and spikes, where everyone 
else seems to opt for little 
bags with aLL the fittings 
rubbing around inside. With 
the subwoofer plugged in and 


AV/CV 

Product: 


A taste of 
high-end B&W 
tech, like 
Nautilus- 
derived 
tweeters and 
Kevlar cones, 
in a classic 
traditional look 


Position: 


B&W’s 
mid-range 
- above 
its lifestyle 
products and 
600 series 


Peers: 


PMC DBli 5.1; 
Dali Mentor 5.1; 
Dynaudio 
Excite AV 
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Inner strength: 

Within the 
cabinets, 
B&W's Nautilus 
tube-loading 
technology is 
hard at work 


the CM Centre 2 and CM5 surrounds 
in place it was time to go. After aLL, 
it's the sound of this luxuriously 
styled and crafted array that's 
the real treat. 

The subwoofer was ludicrously 
easy to make sound great A quick 
play with each of the two gains and 
a wibble of the crossover - I Like it 
a little beLow the 80Hz point due 
to my room's eigentones - and it 
was singing en masse . 

in fact, I was blown away by the 
ASW1QCM subwoofer. Its a lOin, 
500W design (a 12in model may 
appear in the future, too) and the 
bass it produces has that ineffable 
grip - tight and not at aLl woolly. 
Although not to the same scaLe 
as the brand s own ASW825 or 
my own REL Stentor II, it was quite 
ridiculousLy fast and satisfying. 

Indeed, I would say that the 
superior speed and front-edge attack 
this whole system is capable of is far 


above most for the money invoLved, 
something i discovered via the 
demo-worthy opening sequence of 
iron Man (Blu-ray). This really has it 
all: Loud rock music that goes from 
background' to ‘feature 1 as the viewer 
is transported into a HumVee where 
a small portable is blasting the same 
tune; a wide soundscape within the 
vehicle as Stark (Robert Downey Jnr) 
waxes lyrical; and then the inevitable 
hell breaking Loose, with the coherent 
wavefront of that first explosion, the 
savage edge of the mid-distance 
gunfire that occurs back left, and the 
RPG that whooshes from rear-left to 
rear-right behind you. Not to mention 
every one of the really big blow-you- 
off-your-feet explosions. The CM 
series delivered the whole 
shebang with believable 
scale and depth, white i was 
watching the screen, rapt as ever, an 
audiophile friend was watching my 
double-glazed double doors bulge. 
These speakers mean business. 

Where is thy Sting? 

But while scale and might are great 
fun they have Little to do with the 
overalL emotionaL impact. Time, then 
for the test CD, a 5.1 DT5 Sting title, 
rotting in a 20-year-old Denon CD 
player. I Leave it in there for simpLe 
l on/off, is it working?' checks, but 
this time I sat and Listened to whole 
tracks again, revelling in the delicious 
twangy guitars of Love Is Stronger 
than Justice and the lack of any 
sibilance on the vocals, despite 
the B&W's metal domes. This system 
is both sweet and impactful 

Placement was pin-sharp, and we 
were right in Sting's megaLomaniacal 
musical grasp, as all sorts occurred 
around us in the soundfield. My mate 
hated it - he's a real stereophile - but 
I was amazed by the bizarre levels of 
value for money the CMs represent. 

These cabinets are the f Lappy- 
paddle gearboxes of the speaker 
worLd - mid-price yet with Formula 
One technology! 



-t Specifications 

CM9 fioorstanders 

Drive Units: 1 x lin Nautilus tube-loaded 
aluminium dome tweeter; 
1 x Sin woven Kevlar fibre cone FST 
midrange driver; 2 x 6.5in paper/Kevlar 
bass units 

Enclosure: Three-way rear ported by 
B&W FLowport with dual cylindrical 
foam port-blocker system 
Frequency Response; 56Hz-22kHz 
Sensitivity: 89dB 
Power Handling: 30-200W 
Dimensions: 200 (w) x 1025(h) 
x 321(d) mm 
Weight: 26.6kg 

CM Cen tre 2 

Drive Units: 1 xlin Nautilus tube-loaded 
aluminium dome tweeter; 
1 x 4in woven Kevlar fibre cone 
FST midrange driver; 2 x 6.5in 
paper/Kevlar bass units 
Enclosure: Three-way rear ported by 
B&W FLowport with dual cylindrical 
foam port-blocker system 
Frequency Response: 56Hz-22kHz 
Sensitivity; 89dB 
Rowe r Ha nd Li ng: 30-20O'W 
Dimensions: 590 (w) x 218(h) 
x3Ql(d)mm 
Weight: 18.7kg 

CMS surrounds 

Drive Units: 1 x lin NautiLus tube-loaded 
aluminium dome tweeter; 
1 x 6in woven Kevlar fibre cone FST 
midrange driver 
Enclosure: Two-way ported by B&W 
Flowport 

Frequency Response: 52Hz-22k:Hz 
Sensitivity: 88dB 
Power Handling; 30-12 0W 
Dimensions: 200 (w) x 340(h) 
x 301(d) mm 
Weight: 8.9kg 

ASWIOCM subwoofer 

Drive Units; 1 x lOin long-throw paper/ 
Kevlar cone with 'Mushroom' 
constructional stiffening 
Enclosure: Sealed 
Frequency Response: 25Flz-40Hz/140Hz 
by crossover setting 
On board power: 500W RMS Class D 
with switch mode power supply 
Dimensions: 325 (w) x 325(h) 
x 362(d)mm 
Weight: 19.2kg 
Connections: Phono input in stereo and 
dual sets of bt-wireabLe binding posts, 
with Independent gain controls 


HOC VERDICT 

Bowers & Wilkins CM Series 
£4,250 Approx 

Highs: True sweet highs; fabulous 
imagery and ridiculously good bass 
from a lOin woofer 
Lows: Square boxes look a bit 
ordinary versus top-end; grille 
magnets are a bit weak 

Performance: ooooo 
Design: ooooo 
Features: ooooo 

Overall: OG0Q0 
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Teufel System 5 THX Select 2 



Series 


The firmest Home 
Cinema Screens 


J 



Up to 65cm top border on Electric Screens 



Heavy gtiage American made 
multiply 


Everything a 1 
should be 


Built in IR Remote 

12 Volt u , . 

Trigger Manual up and 
\ down overide 


Electric with built In IR Remote & 12 Vok Trigger 


6 ft 

7ft 

8 ft 

9ft 

1 6:9 (viewable area 67" x 38") 

16 9 (viewable area 80“ x 451 

16 9 (viewable area 92’ x 521 
16:9 (Viewable area 104" x 581 

£485 

£525 

£569 

£649 

Manual with slow retraction system 

6 ft 

t 6 9 (viewable area 67" x 381 

£209 

7ft 

16.9 (viewable area 80" x 451 

£229 

8 ft 

16 9 (viewable area 92" x 521 

1265 


Tab tensioned screens available from £895 

Projector Package Deals 


Themescene HD2G 


1 

Themescene HD 86 


Fixed Frame Screens Available 
with velvet finish from 
f485 ( 6 ft 16 9) 


CALL TO 
ARRANGE A 
DEMO 


7ft Grandview 7ft Grandview 


Pull Down Screen 
£975 


Electric Screen 
£CALL 


intOAV” 


For more information CALL us on 01438311625 www.lntoav.com 


"in a WORD- 


SENSATIONAL!"** 



TEUFEL SYSTEM 5 THX SELECT 2 


> > The first surround set worldwide with the THX Select 2 certificate 
» Home cinema sound and music playback - taken to a new level 
» Front speakers with high tech flat diaphragms and a textile dome 
tweeter 

» Three-way dipole loudspeakers with double woofers for authentic film 
enjoyment 




°> £ 1250* 


Starscape * 

Fibre Optic and LED Lighting * 


We supply Fibre Optics and LED lighting 
systems to trade and DIY customers. 

Linear LED flexible tape or rigid strips, 
single colour or RGB with a range of 
controllers and power supplies. 

Custom made fibre optic harnesses to 
suit any room size or off-the-shelf kits. 

Friendly advice and support for your 
project. 


✓ »- 


7 Main Street, Lowick, Berwick upon Tweed, Northumberland, TD15 2UD. 
info@starceiling.co.uk Tel:(01289) 388399 Fax:388507 

www.sta rceil i ng.co.u k 


www.journal-plaza.net & www 


'Converted prk*~ internet orders calculated in Euros tncLVAT 

CLICK: TEUFEL.EU/UK 

CALL: 0049-30-30093039 


Teufel 

iA/no nat • 


freedowns.net 


» Two subwoofers wfth 300 mm bass for a 105 dB sound pressure by 
25 Hz (- 3 dB) - THX Select 2 licence 


“Trti 3 tedRevicws.com, 09/2009: Overall: g/10 
Home Cinema Choice, 01/2010; 

“Absolutely brainsplitting dynamics’ 1 .Overall:4/5 


TEUFEL COLUMA 900 

» Satellites with a complex 2 . 5 - 
way system, distributing a high 
powered yet round sound. 

» Columns in an ultra-flat profile 
only 8-3 cm deep 

» Extremely flat 250 watt 
subwoofer for excellent bass 
performance 

Trusted Revlewsxom, 06/2009: 

"Plenty of warmth and emotion". 

Overall: 9/tO 







































62 MARANTZ BD7004-»£700 Approx■♦www.marantz.co.uk 


Built for sound 

Danny Philips likes what he sees and hears, but wonders whether this 
thoroughbred Blu-ray deck does enough to justify its premium billing 


S ome Blu-ray players, like LG’s 
brilliant BD39Q, seek to dazzle 
and delight us with showpiece 
features like built-in Wi-Fi and 
network streaming, but others would 
rather let their performance do the 
talking. This second-generation deck 
from Marantz adheres to the latter 
school of thought, throwing its heart 
and soul into what made us fall in 
love with Blu-ray in the first place - 
namely crisp high-def pictures 
and scintillating hi-res sound. 

But at £700 - almost three times 
as expensive as the LG - that 
performance needs to be pretty 
damn spectacular to make you resist 
the considerable pulling power of 
the Koreans 1 top-selling opus. 

Of course, the other thing that 
sets the Marantz apart from its 
budget brethren is build quality. 


it oozes class, right from the thick, 
curved aluminium fascia to the 
gold-plated socketry 

But it's also the little touches that 
impress - the d isc tray glides out 
with weLl-oiled smoothness, and the 
embossed silver plaques on the front 
had me fawning over it like a teenage 
girl at a Twilight premiere. 

Plenty round the back 

The rear panel is well-stocked You 
get the obligatory HDMI output, 
capable of firing audio bitstreams to 
a compatible amp, as well as 
1080p24 pictures. Component and 
composite video ports compLete the 
video line-up, while owners of older 
amps will appreciate the 7.1-channel 
analogue outputs, which allow you 
to taste Dolby True HD and DTS-HD 
mixes thanks to the built-in decoders. 


AV/CV 



Step up model 
from BD5G04 

LG BO390; 

Pioneer 

DDP-LX52; 

Panasonic 

DMP-BD8Q 


My earlier talk of Marantz putting 
performance first doesn’t mean the 
BD7004 is a complete slouch in the 
features department. Sure, there’s 
no built-in Wi-Fi, network streaming 
or YouTube tomfooLery, but it does 
playback a decent array of digital 
media formats from the front- 
mounted SD card slot, including 
A VC HD camcorder footage and DivX 
HD files from recordable Blu-ray, 
DVD and CDs, widening the deck’s 
hi-def potential. 

The SD card slot isn't used purely 
for media playback - the lack of 
built-in memory means you'lL need 
it to store BD-Live downloads. 

That's poor for a deck this pricey, 
but at least you haven’t got a USB 
stick poking out the front. 

After delving into the BD7Q04's 
main menu, I found myself in familiar 







-» Specifications 

Upscaling: ves Up to 1080p 
Multi region: wo Region B Blu-ray and 
R2 DVD 
HDMI: vesl x vl3 
Component: wes 1 output 
Multichannel analogue: ves7.1 outputs 
Digital audio; wes coaxial 
SACD/DVD-A: m/m but you shouldn't 
expect it at this price 
Dolby True HD/DTS HD decoding: yes/yes 
Dolby True HD / DTS HD bitstream: yes/yes 
Profile 2.0: vts, with full BD-Live 
compatibility 
Dimensions; 440(w) x 105(h) x 
324(d)mm 
Weight: 4.9 kg 
Also fra turns SD card slot; Ethernet 
port; MP3, WMA, JPEG, DivX HD, 
A VC HD playback; Pure Direct 
mode; Anchor Bay ABT103O chip 
with VRS processing; 

297MHz/12bit video DAC 


rOWCB 




i * 

vz# 
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territory. Aside from the Marantz 
splashscreen, the GUI design is 
identical, to that of the Denon 
DVD-1800BD and DVD-3800BD 
(hardly surprising given that Marantz 
and Denon are owned by the same 
parent company), with its separate 
Quick and Custom sub-menus and a 
remote control graphic down the side. 
It’s responsive and easy to navigate. 

Less forgivable is the laborious 
disc-loading speed. Recent players, 
including the aforementioned LG 
and Load BLu-ray almost as quickly 
as DVD, but the BD7004 is way down 
the evolutionary scale. 

Positively charmed 

Once up and running, I was soon 
charmed by the Marantz's impressive 
picture quality. The rich tapestry of 
grubby detaiL in the gLoomy London 
of 2027 makes Children of Men a killer 
test disc, and the Marantz revels in 
the challenge, retrieving and 
displaying every last pixel in the 
cleanest, starkest way, 

I was staggered by the 
amount of clear, visible 
shadow detail during dive 
Owen s escape from the farm, not 
Least because the whole scene is 
shrouded in pre-dawn darkness. 
Colours are believable and nuanced 
throughout, but when called for it 
delivers stunningly bright shades 
- my expression of goggle-eyed, 
slack-jawed wonder during a spin of 


Two choices: 

The BD7D04 is 
□Iso available 
in a silver 
finish, should 
you be bored 
of black 


Monsters Vs Aliens is testament 
to their intoxicating power. 

Similarly, the Silicon Optix HQV 
Blu-ray disc scrubs up nicely, with the 
Marantz blitzing everything except 
the Film Resolution Loss test pattern, 
which suffers from some awkward 
strobing and flickering. Upscaled DVD 
performance, courtesy of Anchor 
Bay’s VRS processing, is superb. 

So a cLean bill of health, but is the 
BD7004 S picture performance much 
better than its Lower-priced rivaLs? 
f m afraid the answer is no -1 can t 
see the Marantz doing anything 
different to 1080p24 pictures than 
the Sony’s BDP-S760, for instance. 

Perhaps the higher price point is 
justified by the deck’s audio 
performance, particularly music 
playback with the Pure Direct mode 
engaged. Most budget BD-spinners 
make passable CD pLayers at best, 
but there's an extra touch of 
refinement at play here, evident in the 
clean, smooth treble and fuLl-bodied 
mids. It's backed up by similarly 
impressive HD audio decoding, 
which re Lays busy action scenes 
with stunning zest and cohesion. 

But as much as I love the 
BD7004 5 audio and one or two other 
features, I just can t see any reason to 
buy it over the LG BD390, Panasonic 
DMP-BD80 or the latest Pioneer and 
Sony decks - apart, perhaps, from 
the design and build quality, which is 
undeniably alluring 


-$Tech Labs 

Power consumption: Watts 


20D 300 


100 400 



Idling: Switched or, 
the Marantz uses a 
reasonably high 
amount of power 


200 300 

100 400 

# 25 1 1 

0^ 5CH> 

Playing: The figure 
barely changes when 
spinning a disc, though 


Audio Jitter Ps 


1,000 



Analogue: 

This audio jitter 
measurement is a very 
good result, well up to 
audiophile standards 


Loading: Boot/Java 

Boot speed & 
tray eject 

■ 20$ 


Tray in to 
main BD menu 



Disc loading & Java: 

The BD7004 isn't the 
slowest deck we've 
tested, but it’s not a 
sprinter, either 




HCC VERDICT 

Marantz BD7004 
£700 Approx 

Highs: Build quality and looks; DivX 
HD support; sound quality; DVD 
upscaling 

Lows: SLow disc loading; no buiLt-in 
memory; BD performance not much 
better than cheaper rivals 

Performance: OOGOO 
Design: OOGOO 
Features: 06000 

Overall: O00O0 
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64 PANASONIC TX-P58V10->£3,400 Approx -> www.panasonic.co.uk 



-* Specifications 

HD Ready: res Full HD, 1080p24 
Tuner: yes Freeview, Free sat HD, 
analogue 
Component video: yes one input 
HDMI: yes Ax v!3 H DMIs 
PC input; yes D-sub 15 pin 
Resolution: 1920 x 1080 
Brightness (claimed) n/a 
Contrast ratio (claimed): 2,000,000:1 
Dimensions (w/o stand); l t 422(w) x 
880(h) x 93(d)mm 
Weig ht (w/o stand): 53 kg 
Features: MPEG NR; NeoPDP panel; 
VieraCast online support; media 
playback via USB; THX picture 
preset; games mode; VieraLink; 

600Hz subfield drive 


This 58in screen is one of the biggest TVs currently available 
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High-end TV titan 


John Archer finds 


P anasonic's TX-P58V10 isn't the 
sort of screen you can tuck into 
the corner of your living room 
- at 5Sin, It’ll dominate any space 
it’s in. That’s no bad thing, though: 
this monstrous plasma TV is good 
enough to be the centre-piece of any 
high-end home entertainment setup. 

A NeoPDP model with a 
2,000,000:1 contrast claim and 
online functionality, the P58V1Q is 
one of Panasonic's flagship tellies, 
something that expLains its £3,400 
price tag. 

its connections will keep most 
happy, with four HDM! inputs, an SD 
card slot able to play AVCHD and 
DivX video files and display JPEGs, 
plus an Ethernet port among the 
highlights. The latter let’s you access 
VieraCast, Panasonic's content- 
controlled slice of internet, plus 
BBC’s iPLayer, when it rolls out to 
the Free sat platform. 

Very refreshing 

Along with its sheer size, the P58V10 
justifies its price with its picture 
processing, For example, it boasts 
a 600Hz system, where frame 
i nte rpo lati on p rocess i n g i nse rts 
enough extra ‘sub-field 1 frames to 
Let Panasonic cLaim a 600 Hz effect 
without actualLy refreshing 600 
times a second. It aLso packs the 
Pro 4 version of Panasonic’s V-Real 
video processing engine, and Digital 
Cinema Colour, which can produce 
colours similar to those found in new 
commercial digital cinemas, 

WhiLe the P58V1Q setup isn’t 
asfLexible as I hoped (it Lacks manual 
RGB adjustment), it does have 
a calibrated and approved THX 
pictu re preset, which our Tech Labs 
measured at 6,584K, And using 
the TV is generally an exercise in 
simplicity, with a clear but effective 
remote control 


room in his setup for a 58in plasma from Panasonic 



It’s at its stunning best playing 
BLu-ray movies, HDTV sources and 
HD games. With these, it produces 
one of the most flat-out cinematic 
pictures we’ve seen. Dark scenes are 
joyous to see compared with most 
flat TVs, delivering deep, natural, 
detailed black Levels in a way few 
other screens can. 

Even more striking iscoLour 
response. Along with the vibrancy 
noted with most other NeoPDP 
designs, the P5SV10 aLso avoids 
the orange-tinged reds and green 
undertones to many dark scenes 
I saw on other Panasonic plasmas 
in 2009. This is even more noticeable 
when you use the set’s Digital 
Cinema Colour option, which also 
boosts the colour palette. 

Further helping its movie screen 
credentials is its knack of reproducing 
detaiL in HD sources - including the 
channeLsfrom the Freesat HD tuner. 

Picture clarity owes a 
debt of gratitude to the 
‘600Hz’ engine, as the image 
suffers markedly Less judder and 
edge flickering than with Panasonic’s 
non-600Hz plasmas. 

While HD pictures are imperious, 
though, they’re not perfect, owing 
to the occasional forced colour and 
presence of a low-Level processing 
artefact, which occurs if you’re using 
the TV’s frame creation system, 

OddLy, the picture suffers from 
a few more rogue colours when you 
switch to standard-def material. 

But you can make improvements 
here by toning down the colour 
settings, and otherwise its Freeview 
and SD Freesat pictures hold up weLL 
considering the size of the display. 

Add in the P58V10’s excellent 
audio, and you get a bigscreen gem 
that should be on every well-heeled 
AV fan’s audition list. Just make sure 
you have the space for it.,. 



NeoPDP plasma 


Position: 


Its E3.4K price 
tag alone 
places this 
giant Full HD 
screen near 
Panny’s 
top-end 

Panasonic 

TX-P54Z1; 

Samsung 

UE55B7020 


-* Tech Labs 

Power consumption: Watts 



Whi te semen: 

Predictably high 
consumption from a 
58in plasma model, 
but Eco mode cuts 
It to 456W 



Test footage: 

With our test disc and 
full sound, power 
consumption drops to 
561W 


Contrast: ratio Colour temp: Kelvin 



Picture: Though short 
of the claimed figure, 
the Dynamic contrast 
ratio is indeed stunning, 
and in Normal mode 
its a still impressive 
72,653:1 with 
luminance of 21. 2 fl 


Presets: 

A small range of CT 
presets, and no manual 
adjustments, but the 
THX mode is a close 
approximation to 
6,50 OK. 
Cool: 9.12 3 K 
Normal: 6.821K 
Warm: 6,695 K 
THX: 6..584K 


HCC VERDICT 

Panasonic TX-P58V10 
£3,400 Approx 

Highs: Cinematic HD pictures: 
integrated Freesat HD tuner; 

excellent audio 
Lows: SD pictures lack some colour 
stability; some processing artefacts 

Performance: ooooo 
Design: OOOOO 

Features: OO0O0 

Overall: 00600 
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66 TANNOY T51201->£600 Approx -» www.tannoy.com 


Tannoy ups its game 

This 12in subwoofer fills a gap in the brand's lineup, says Adam Rayner 



Specifications 

Drive Unit: 12in long-throw design 
- warranty covered for five yearst 
Enclosure: Seated, forward-firing, fixed 

grille 

Frequency Response: Down to 21Hz 
On-Board Power: 50 OW 
Dimensions: 365(w) x 365(h) 
x 355(d)mm 
Weight: 16.7kg 
Connections: Phono stereo in and high 
-level speaker inputs via high-quality 
binding posts; infra-red remote 
control port built-in but you need a 
universal remote as none is supplied 


T annoy is a legend in many 
markets. We still hear the 
expression Tannoy System’ 
for when people are referring to say, 
announcement systems at shopping 
mails, and it is also revered for its 
recording studio monitors, having 
made ones big enough for me to live 
in! Lately it has been getting right 
on the home cinema case with both 
superb HCC-award-winning high-end 
sets and entry-level square-corner 
speakers for folks on a budget. 

But bass? Well a huge studio 
monitor rumbles, but SUhwoofsrS 

are a specialist side to the 
speaker-maker’s art and 

Tannoy has previously left me 
wanting. Its new three-strong TS 
series woofers do look like the part, 
though, and I reckon they provide 
deeply superior performance to 
what's been offered in the past, 

I auditioned the biggest model, 
the 12in TS12Q1, as my viewing room 
isn’t small. Theresa 500W amp 
in its guts and it Looks a bit like a retro 
1970s coffee table in its dark brown 
finish. Which is fine with me. 

Around the back are sockets 
to stick a set of speaker wires and 
a stereo phono pair. Although you 


cannot use both under independent 
control as with some better subs, 
Tannoy has taken the dual 
importance of line and speaker level 
on board. Enormous amounts of 
bass information are regularLy left 
out of the LFE channeL whilst solidly 
present in the L and R and the TS 
range truLy benefits from its ability 
to connect both simultaneously. 

I used Cora line on Blu-ray as a test 
disc - there’s a wonderful bit right 
at the beginning of the DTS-HD MA 
soundtrack as the arrival of a main 
character is presaged with a 
thunderstorm. The bass from the 
TS is just a size or two bigger than 
you'd would expect from a small box. 
I found control and weight to be a 
class above the brand's Last offerings 
and the sheer grunt makes it obvious 
that the money has gone to the right 
department. This is a really strong 
box and a really beefy driver with 
a good magnet and suspension. 

I am such a saddo I would have liked 
to have been able to take the grille 
off just to see the driver In action, 
but it isn’t meant for removal. 

AIL in alL, the TS1201 is a smart and 
potent woofer, more than worthy 
to wear such a prestigious name 


AV/CV 

Product: 


' 




HCC VERDICT 


Tannoy TS1201 
£600 Approx 

Highs: Smart looks; easy of use; real 
grunt, weight, presence and control 
Lows: You have to pay more for 
a remote control 


1.2345 


1.23.45 


Performance: 

Design: 

Features: 06000 


Overall: 00600 
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Ultimate Home Cinema Experience 


Reserve your place for the VIP Experience and Exclusive Offers 
Only at RGB Electrical Superstore between the 5th - 7th March 2010 


Bring your Home Theatre Plans for a FREE Consultation 


Call 020 8924 7744 

QUOTE REF. HCC179 

Ilford Showroom 

543-549 High Road, Ilford,Essex IG1 1TZ. 

Open Monday to Saturday 9am - 6pm except Wednesday 9am * 7pm 
10.30am - 4.30pm (Car Park Opposite Showroom) 


rgbHI 

MHIv e/ectr/ca/ superstore 
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When two 
become one 

Alone they're impressive - together: unbeatable. 
Richard Stevenson waxes lyrical over two 
great parts that make an even better whole 




I n a fantasy world where money 
isn't an object and the wife is a 
dead ringer for Keira Knightley, 

I suspect the typical HOC reader 
might desire a small but wholly 
state-of-the-art commercial cinema. 
Back in the real world, budgeting 
close to £5,000 for AV disc-player 
and multichannel amplifier for your 
own home is still a huge ask. What 
you want is over 95 per cent of the 
performance of ultimate high-end 
kit and still have space on the plastic 
for half a dozen Blu-rays and a bag 
of buttery popcorn. 

Dream come true 

In fact, if you were to dream up a 
performance wish-list for said £5K 
outlay, it might look a bit like this: 
razor-sharp picture performance with 
a black level so inky you couLd bottle 
it and sell it to Bic; warm vibrant 
colours, with excellent flesh tones 
and flawless gradation: shadow 
detailing only a smidgeon worse 
than Denon's DVD-A1UD or Pioneer’s 
BDP-LX91; super-smooth motion- 
scrolling; and a huge, solid and 
dynamicalLy-charged soundstage 
that one could measure in acres. 

Perhaps there wouldn't be a 
full THX spec with post processing, 
nor the finite detailing of a high-end 
processor, nor the sumptuous ease 
of a monster power amp, but it 
would be oh-so-close. With each 
movie you'd get a shiver of goose 
bumps in anticipation of the main 
event, the operation would be 
seamless (eventuaLLy, when you 
got used to it) and the buiLd 
quality would feel as well screwed 
together as a German car. And that 
neatly sums up Denon’s AVR-4810 


AV/CV 

Products: 



Position: 



receiver and BDP-4O10UD 
universal player partnership. 

You simply can’t fault 
this pairing for the 
money. They rock. As a 

combination they play just about 
everything very well; look and 
sound great, and are packed to 
the rafters with features. Okay, 
you don’t get the uber-high-end 
power suppLies, triple laminate 
chassis and speaker terminals 
you couLd anchor a small ship 
to - like Denon’s awesome 
A1HD products, That said, the 
performance, features and 
operation come so near, it hurts. 

The 4810 receiver is unique 
in being the first to market 
with Dolby Pro-Logic llz, 

Audyssey DSX, nine channels 
of amplification and the ability 
to run a full DSX 11.1 set-up if 
you add a separate stereo 
amp. There are even three 
separate sub outputs for 11.3 
if you are mad enough... 

ff there is any chance 
you can fit height and width 
speakers in your living room 
without wrecking the decor 
or inciting divorce proceedings, 
then this is the amp for you. 

The receiver’s features count 
is absolutely splendid, including 
all the usual decoding formats, 
a serious 140W-per-channel 
(claimed) and a new32bit DSP 
chipset. You get six HDM1 inputs 
including one on the front, plus 
USBs, Ethernet and integrated 
Wi-Fi - which connected and 
updated the firmware seamlessly, 
as well as linking direct to Napster. 
There’s a plethora of install 
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ADVANCED Jl£24 WOCSHTNC 


PLAV 




ii Amo r vwd Platon D8P4010UD 


DUD _ 

n ch stereos” 


*4 _ -/ un . 


■4 Specifications 

BOP-4O10UO 
Video upscaling; res to 108 Op 
Mu it region: wo Region B 
Blu-ray; R2 DVD 
H0M1: res vl.3 
Component; res 
Multichannel output: ves7.1 
analogue 
Digital audio: res coaxial and 
optical 
5ACD/DVD-A: res/res 
Dolby True HD/DTS-HD decoding: 

resAfS 

Dolby TrueHD/DTS-HD bitstream: 

yes/yes 

Profile 2.0: via Ethernet 
Dimensions: 434(w) x 137(h) x 
383(d)mm 
Weight: 10kg 
Features: AVCHD playback: 
DivX compatible: DenonLink 
4th Edition: SDHC card 
reader: JPEG, AVI: WMA& 
MP3 playback 

AVR-4810 
Dolby True HD: res and Dolby 
Pro-Logic llz 
DTS HD Master Audio: yes and 
DTS ES 6.1 Discrete 
THX m 

Multichannel audio: res9 x 140W 
Multichannel input: vies 71 phono 
Multiroom: res main plus 3 
zones (one optical) 
AV inputs: yes 7 x S-video & 
phono audio, 6 x digital 
audio (3 x coaxial, 3 x 
optical) 

HDMI input/output: vEsS-in. 

2-OUt 

Video upscaling: res to 1080p 
Component: yes 3 -- i n ,1 -ou t 
Dimensions: 434 (w) x 424(h) 
x 195(d)mrn 
Weight: 19.1kg 
Features: Audyssey DSX with 
11-channel output; Anchor 
Bay video processing; vTuner 
access: Napster access: 
Audyssey Dynamic EQ/ 
Volume; Triple subwoofer 
pre-outs; bi-amping 
capability; DL4; Compressed 
Audio Restorer; 32bit DSP; 
integrated Wi-Fi; iPod dock 
via USB: Ethernet; 2 x USB 
readers; Audyssey MultiEQ; 
FM/AM tuner and vTuner 
and Napster 


-Netujori* 
-onccevep AVn^ar o 
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features, including remote extenders, 
1R repeaters and 12V triggers as weLl 
as main-plus-two-zone muLtiroom 
and, uniquely, an optical output 
for Zone 4. SurreaL. 


-&Tech Labs 

BDP- 4010 UD 

Power consumption: Watts 

200 300 200 300 


Universal hero 

The BDP-4010UD is no less special 
in that it is a true universal player 
handling Blu-rays, DVDs, CDs, 

SACDs, DVD-As, DivX and a variety 
of compressed audio formats on 
CDRs. I bought into 5ACD and 
DVD-A in the vain hope that the 
mass-market would get excited by 
high-res audio, and the BDP-4G10 
does them significant hi-fidelity 
justice. Of course, it has 1080p video 
scaling by Anchor Bay, Ethernet 
connectivity, Denon’s proprietary 
AL24 processing and an 5D card 
reader/writer to boot. The menu is 
huge and compLex, no feature is left 
wanting and its architecture is fully 
upgradeable over the l net. 

While both products would 
comfortably scoop rave reviews in 
their own right, it is the sum of the 
parts that makes this assembled 
combination very special. Both are 
equipped with DenonLink 4th Edition, 
which allows the intricate high-speed 
digital docks of each component 
to synchronise to pica-second 
accuracy via a jitter-reducing circuit 
in the receiver. Simply put, connect 
player to receiver with an HDMI 
cable and a Cat5 or Cat6 lead 
and digital jitter in the HDMI audio 
transfer is eliminated. The result 
is a crisper, more accurate sound 
with oodles of space and detaiL in 
the effects and dialogue. 

The opening sequence of Star Trek 
(the new de facto review Blu-ray, 

I think) is gorgeously rendered with 
a tangible quality that wholly 
disguises the CG effects and 
generates a huge 3D star field in front 
of your eyes. The black Levels lend 
real credence to the depths of space, 
in stark contrast to the bright Lighting 
inside the ship. The edge 
definition and fine detail 
is tremendous and fast- 
panning scenes move like 
they’re on weU-oiled rails. 
The out-of-the-box picture errs on 
the rich side and atmospheric rather 
than eye-searingly vivacious, so 
unless your Blu-ray coLLection Looks 
like an A-Z library of Pixar and Disney, 
you won’t need to touch a single 
picture control. 

The picture is accompanied by 
a sumptuously Large soundstage, rich 
with big-scale effects and bass to 
loosen your fillings. The deep throb 


m 400 

■ 21 ■ 

0 ^ 500 



400 

500 


Idling: Consumption is 
pretty high compared 
to the average BD 
player but perhaps not 
for this monster 


Powered: There's 
a surprising increase 
in consumption 
during playback 


Audio Jitter: Ps 


500 



Sound: A not 

outstanding analogue 
audio jitter 
measurement, but 
reasonable 


Video Jitter: Ns 


10 



Vision: Three 
nanoseconds of video 
jitter is an excellent 
result, suggesting high 
video output quality 


Loading: Boot/Java 

Boot speed & 

I tray eje ct 

■■sc 

Tray in to 
main BD menu 

1107s 


Video S/N:dB 

; Perron BDP4010UD 


Pioneer BOP-LX52 


Perron QVD-AU1D 


Yamaha BD-S19QD 


Disc Loading & Java: 

Denon’s BDP-4010UD 
was agonisingly slow to 
load our test BD 


Response tests: 

Excellent video 
signal-to-n oise figures 
suggest top-class 
picture quality 


of the ship engines is barely audible 
on most systems (and certainly not 
if you are only using a TV’s speakers) 
but through the Denon pair you get 
a pervasive drone of the engines that 
puts you right there In the scene. 
Dialogue is crisp and articulate, 
although it was a little recessed 
without the Room EQ engaged. 
Switch to Audyssey Flat mode 
and it punches up the body and 
weight to male voices perfectly. 

Ahead of the curve 

And let’s not forget that this pair does 
SACD and DVD-A pLayback with 
equaL dexterity. You might not have 
bought in to either format, but the 
attention to detail and audio-quality 
engineering pay big dividends with 
basic CDs, Add to this Denon's 
compressed audio restorer for MP3s, 
and internet radio, and you have an 
accomplished all-round system that 
wilL keep ahead of the technology 
curve for quite a few years. No, it isn’t 
quite as good as Denon’s fLagship 
A1HD system, but it's 95 percent 
there and available for around one 
third of the price. It sounds Like 
a gold-plated bargain to me 
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The AVR-481Q (bottom) is capable of 
delivering 11-channel surround audio 


-4 Tech Labs 


AW R-4 810 

Po we r con sum pt ion: Watts 


EDO ODD 

300 1,200 

m 123 ■ 

D ™ 1500 

Idling: 

Moderate consumption 
in idling mode 
considering this 
amps power 



Powered: Rated at 
9xl40W at BO, so 
five-channel mode 
power consumption is 
unsurprisingly high 



ETHERNET 


CAUTION 


MADE il JAPAN 
/fABMOUEAUJAPON 

SBMLIfc 



9091500449 


C€0413(D © 


0 f H0GHT.' F WT.C 0 


DENON <ow«AVH-48lO 

fummxt ? 3 W-soh 2 


CAUTIOM 


Power ratings: Watts (80,05%THD) 


150 150 



2 -channel au: 

The Denon's stereo 
power rating of 
1G5W Is superb 


5-channel 80: 

The AVR-4810 
measured a little under 
spec, but still 
remarkahlygood 


Untainted: Watts 

DerwniAVft-AaiQ 


159w 


AudioContrai Concert AVR-1 

H6vv 


Signal/noise: dB 

2QHz 

-77.9dB 

1kHz 

-63.55dB 

20kHz 

■ -64.55dB 


Fidelity firewall: 

An excellent firewall 
spec suggests 
distortion-free 
performance up to very 
high volumes 


5/N tests: 

Excellent ratings at 
lower frequencies 
giving way to very goad 
at mid and high 



HCC VERDICT 


Den on BDP-4010UD/AVR-4810 
£4,700 Approx 


Highs: Big sound and intense life-like 
picture; great upscaling solid build; 

11-channeL outputl 
Lows: CompLex to set-up 


Performance: 


1:2:3; ATS 


Design: 0060© 
Features: 0600© 


Overall; O0QG0 
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72 SAMSUNG HT-BD1255-*£500 Approx -► www.samsung.co.uk 



For some, an all-in-one Bin-ray 
system is the ideal upgrade 


Specifications 

Vi t: eo u psta l n| yes up to 1080p 
Mu It i region; wo Region B (BD); R2 
(DVD) 

HDMI: yes lx vI3 output 
Oomponert: yes up to 10 SOi 
Multichannel phono audio; wo stereo 
Inputs only 
Digital audio vies 2 x optical inputs 
SACD/DVD-A: no/no Don’t be daft 
Dolby TrueHD/DTS-HD: yes/yes 
Dolby TrueHD/DTS-HD bitstream: yes/yes 
Profile 2.0: ves BD-Live requires USB 

stick 

Dimensions (system unit): 440(w)x 
63(h) x345(d)mm 

Weight (system unit): 4.4kg 
Also featuring; 1080p24 mode; AM/ 
FM radio with RDS; iPod dock 
supplied; 165W to each satellite 
speaker (170W to centre) and 
170W to the passive subwoofer; 
zoom and PiP; mp3/JPEG/mkv/ 
mp4/DivX/XviD playback via disc, 
network or USB ports; YouTube 
playback; Any net + (HDMI CEC); 

Pro-Logic, Pro-Logic I] music/ 
movies, matrix and four SFE DSP 
modes; touch-sensitive front- 
panel controls; wireless surround- 
speaker and Wi-Fi upgradeable 
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System simplicity 

Martin Pipe thinks Samsung's 5.1 BD system has everything you need 


M odern trends in home 

cinema systems may favour 
'virtual speakers’ and the 
elimination of boxes, but what you 
gain in domestic acceptability 
is lost in performance terms. Yes, 
a 2.1 virtual surround system is 
undoubtedly better than nothing, 
but if you can run a full 5.1 rig, then 
you realLy should. 

The Samsung HT-BD1255 is one 
such system, comprising four tallboy 1 
speakers (over a metre in height) 
for the front and surround channels, 
a compact centre speaker and an 
elegant slab of electronics that 
amongst other goodies, features 
a Blu-ray player, FM/AM radio and 
a claimed 1.000W of amplification. 
Three audio inputs are provided 
(one of which is analogue) for digitaL 
TV boxes and consoles, but video 
switching is absent. 

Systems li ke this are designed for 
easy self-installation. And putting 
together the BD1255 is a simple task; 
Samsung has even colour-coded the 
speaker terminals. There is, however, 
one rather odd anomaiy. To ensure 
co r rect spe ake r co nf i gu rat i on, t he re’s 
a noise sequencer that pumps each 
channel in turn. In this mode, though, 
no means of adjusting the levels 
is offered. They can be tweaked in 
a separate menu, but without the 
aid of sound, so you have to keep 
flicking between the two menus 
until everything sounds balanced. 
That’s a minor moan, though - after 
all, once it’s set up you won’t need 
to revisit these menus until the 
system is moved to another room 
(or another house). 

The Blu-ray deck supports 
10S0p24 and BD-Live (but only with 
a USB stick of sufficient capacity 
slotted in). There’s an Ethernet 
terminal on the rear, and those with 
wire Less networks can pLug in an 
optional Wi-Fi dongie. The BD1255 
can also be used with Samsung’s 
SWA-4000 - a £70 ’extra’ that 
aLLowsthe surround speakers to be 
connected to the main unit via radio. 


The BD1255’s online and USB 
connectivity gives rise to some 
worthwhile multimedia tricks. 

The system can access clips from 
YouTube, and any video, photos or 
audio on your home network, USB 
or disc. Supported formats include 
MPEG, DivX/XviD, JPEG, .mp4, .mp3 
and .mkv/x.264 files. Unfortunately, 
regardless of their native resolution, 
still images aren’t displayed at 
anything better than upscaLed SD. 

A modest ‘home cinema solution’ 
it may be, but there’s plenty to 
recommend in the BD1255 - BD 
visuals prove to be more than 
a match for the average 
budget standalone player 

No matter what you may think of the 
content, Disaster Movie is a visuaL 
treat. The vegetation that provides 
the backdrop to the Gladiator-bout 
dream sequence opening the film 
is rich in texture and warm colours, 
while it's possible to make out every 
detaiL in the Amy Winehouse 
character’s tattoos and jewellery. 
DVDs also look good, the BD1255's 
upscaling giving your Legacy movies 
a new Lease of Life. 

SonicaLly,! think the system 
punches above its weight - certainly 
with movie soundtracks. Samsung 
has endowed the front and surround 
speakers with separate tweeters and 
mid-range drivers (the centre speaker 
has two identical drive units), and 
I was quite taken aback at how 
dynamic and welL-steered 5.1 
surround was. Its oniy obvious 
downside is an unpleasantly 'thick’ 
character to music playback, and 
a tendency of the subwoofer to break 
up at high listening volumes. 


AV/CV 

Product: 


Samsung’s 
BD12xx range 


LG HB954PB; 

Panasonic 

SGBT205; 

Sony BDV-E300 


All bases covered 

There’s no denying that Samsung’s 
HT-BD1255 gives you a lot for the 
money - practicaily everything you 
couid want is here. It doesn’t pretend 
to approach the same levels of 
performance as a separates system, 
but for the non-enthusiast 1 1 believe 
this is a perfect solution 


*♦ Tech Labs 

Power consumption: Watts 



Idling: 

As expected, 
the HT-BD1255 
requires more juice 
than a standalone 
player, due to its 
other duties 



Playing: 

Movie playback ups the 
power consumption of 
the main unit to 41W- 
and don’t forget the 
speakers will draw 
much more 


Loading: Boot/Java 

Boot speed fit 
tray eject 

■- 

Tray in to 
main BDmenu 



Disc loading & lava: 

Very fast boot and 
tray eject times, and 
above average 
Java-loading times 



HCC VERDICT 

Samsung HT-BD1255 
£500 Approx 

Highs; Well-featured; decent sound 
and visuals from movies; good file 
compatibility 
Lows: Audio setup issues, 
disappointing music reproduction 
and photo playback 

Performance: OOOOO 

Design: ooooo 
Features: ooooo 

Overall: OG6G0 
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Tentative hi-def 

Toshiba finally joins the Blu-ray party with an entry-level player. 
Jim Hill considers its basic charms 


I f you can’t beat them, join them. 
It’s taken nearly two years, but 
Toshiba has finally swallowed its 
pride and launched a Blu-ray player 
And before we go any further, no, it 
doesn't aLso play HD DVDs. Oh well. 

The reason for this deck's 
existence is clear enough; if you want 
to sell HDTVs, you need to be able 
to offer a Blu-ray player to go with 
them, and selling TVs is what 
Toshiba does best, 

fn truth, it’s not the most exciting 
player on the market The BDX2000 
is effectively a stop-gap measure, 
while Toshiba readies its 2010 range. 

Later this year, we expect to see a 
high-end 3D-capabLe player from the 
brand, the BDX3000, joined by the 
BDX2500, which will offer Wi-Fi (not 
integrated, but via a dongle) and the 


step-up BDX2700, with integrated 
Wi-Fi support. 

Simpler pleasures await the buyer 
of the BDX2QQQ, such as Regza Link. 
This is the fancy name for H DM I C EC 
interoperability with the brand’s 
televisions (much like Sony’s Bravia 
link, or Panasonic’s Viera Link), You 
can use the same remote control to 
operate both devices, of course, so 
there is a tangible benefit to sticking 
with the same brand. 

On the plus side, this looks like 
a typicalLy refined Toshiba product, 
with its smart muLti-faceted front 
panel gleaming in all directions. 

Its narrow proportions suggest 
modernity and it feels welL put 
together. Connections at the back 
are sparse, though. There are no USB 
ports analogue nor a multichannel 


flV/CV 



output. Instead, BD-Live data is 
saved onto an SD card, which slots in 
the front. At least that same slot can 
be used as an easy way to show off 
material from your digital camera or 
camcorder (and owners of the latter 
should aLso note that this deck can 
read AVCHD files). The functionality 
of the SD sLot is rudimentary though, 
so don't expect to set up any fancy 
slideshow effects. 

Bundled in the package is an 
HDMI. And on the subject of freebies, 
our sample aLso arrived with a year's 
free subscription to LGVEFiLM, the 
disc-Lending service. 


Getting going 

Fire this machine up and you're 
presented with a Toshiba screen¬ 
saver and a fairly intuitive GUI, The 
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buLky remote feels a bit clumsy, but 
it too is easy to use. 

The time it takes to Load a BD disc 
is fast becoming a deal-breaker for 
many people and I can report this 
deck is quite tardy, taking 80 seconds 
to load and play our test Blu-ray disc 
laden with BD-Live material, That’s 
not up to the speeds attained by 
either Samsung of LG, but on a par 
with rivaL machines from Pioneer 
and Sharp. 

Odd though, is the complete 
absence of any XDE picture 
processing. For the uninitiated, that’s 
Toshiba's proprietary upscaling 
technology designed to make the 
most of standard-def DVDs, It’s a 
message Toshiba has been pushing 
hard on its DVD players and we agree 
that it does work rather well, so 
its disappointing not to find it 
implemented here. I’d rate the 
upscaling on this deck as average, 
with some visible blocking and video 
noise appearing in the background. 

It’s a steal 

Upscaled DVD is certainly not a patch 
on the player’s Full HD Blu-ray 
output, which is notably clear and 
stabLe, Watching 3: JO to Yuma with 
the output at the optimum lQ80p24, 
it r s hard not to be impressed by 
the warm colours of the opening 
stagecoach robbery scene that was 
shot in lush late afternoon sun. The 


Something 

missing?: 

Toshiba's 
first-gen BD 
deck doesn't 
feature the 
brand s XDE 
upscaling 
technology 


coLours are fulL and vibrant, but 
naturaL, and detail is fineLy rendered. 

Look cLosely though and you’ll be 
able to spot a fair amount of dotty, 
grainy interference in the otherwise 
clear blue skies. There’s also a slight 
shimmer of distortion on the legs of 
the galloping horses that a more 
adept Blu-ray player could cope with. 
These little things don't really spoil 
the show, but do stop it from joining 
the big League of premium machines 
that can deliver a cleaner picture. 

BLu-ray players tend to have a few 
other party tricks these days, but as 
I’ve said, this is a pretty basic unit, 
so there's no networking features 
or accessible web content here. 

The lack of a USB port is more of 
a surprise, as this has become an 
aLmost standard way to get content 
from your PC onto your TV without 
messing around with cables and 
wireless networks. 

I suspect that this deck 
will be bought primarily by 
people scooping up a 
Toshiba HDTV as part of a 
bundLe deal; and the lure of a single 
remote control solution and an easy 
HDMI Link between the two is always 
an appealing prospect. Personally, 

I’m prepared to wait for the next- 
generation of Toshiba BD kit. I think 
only then will we begin to get an idea 
of what the brand is capable of in 
the Blu-ray arena 



-$>Tech Labs 


Power consumption: Watts 



I dli n g : 12W is probab ly Playing: An average 

Low enough for you to power consumption 

Leave the deck on figure 


Audio Jitter: Ps 


1,000 



Analogue: 

The BDXZOOO’S audio 
jitter measurement is 
undistinguished, and 
not up to the levels of 
many of Its direct rivals 


Loading: Boot/Java 

Boot speed & 
tray eject 

■ 16s 


Tray in to 
main BD menu 



Disc loadings Java: 

Toshiba's debut BD 
deck Isa bit sluggish 


Specifications 

Upscaling: yes ALL resolutions up to 

1080p 

Multi region: no Region B Blu-ray and R2 

DVD 

HDMI: ves Version 13 
Component: yes 1 output 
Mu ltichannel analogue: wo Stereo phono 

only 

Digital audio: vrsQpticaL and coaxial 
outputs 

SACD/DVD-A: wq/no Neither supported 
DoLby True HD/DTS HD decoding: ves/vts 
True HD and DTS-HD MA via HDMI 
Dolby True HD/DTS HD bitstream; yes/yes 
Profile 2.0: vk BD-Live via 5D sLot 
Dimensions: 440 (w) x 220(h) x 
60{d)mm 
Weight: 5,08kg 
Also featuring: Regza-Link; 1080p24 
playback; AVCHD, WMA, JPG, MP3 
and DivX playback 



HCC VERDICT 

Toshiba BDX2000 
£200 Approx 
Highs: Handsome styLing; slim 
proportions; handy SD card slot 
with AVCHD playback 
Lows: No USB port or internet 
connectivity; lack of XDE upscaling 
is a bit annoying 

Performance: 00GOO 
Design: O000O 
Features: ooeoo 

Overall: O0000 
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How easy is it to buy a home cinema 
system that suits you? You could read 
the magazine product reviews, find ^ 
out who sells the recommendations, 
five-star favourites or best buys at the 
cheapest price and place your order. 

When the system is delivered to your 
door in the box, you get a friend who 
knows his onions to install it - and live 
happily ever after. 

This is a fairly well-trodden path but it leads 
to dissatisfaction and a lot of wasted money. 
Besides there being a bewildering choice of 
components on the market today, there are 
also different ways in which components can 
be installed and connected together. Which 
sort of visual system do you go for? Projector 
and screen, plasma or LCD, an HD ready set 
or one with full lOSOp capability? And on the 
audio side do you plump for a 5.1 or 7.1 
speaker system, passive or active sub, and 
where do you site them for the best results? 
The choice of home cinema amp raises even 
more questions. Will you be listening to 
music through the same system? If so, you 
need an amp that approaches the 
performance of a decent 2-channel hi-fi amp, 
which is not that easy to find. Do you need 
SACD, DVD-Audio, or Blu-ray capability? How 
many inputs do you need for video, s-video, 
component, coaxial digital, optical digital and 
HDMl? The above are just a small percentage 
of the decisions that must be made. In short, 
it's complicated and very fertile ground for 
getting it wrong. 


Achieving potential 


To select a system, you could choose a 
collection of 'Best Buy' components in the 
hope that they will be a great combination. 
Maybe, but probably not. You could buy a 
pre-packaged all-in-one system from one 
manufacturer. 

This is almost certainly not the best route 
either as you will miss out on enormous 
potential. From informal surveys conducted, it 
appears highly likely that the majority of 
home cinema systems selected and installed 
on a DIY basis, that is without professional 
input, are performing at way below their 
optimum level. To compound matters, most 
are also ili-matched to the room in which they 
are installed and are, in reality, the wrong 
system. Without considerable knowledge or 
experience, high quality home cinema is not a 
suitable DIY activity 

Our aim must be to buy a home cinema 
system that will provide an excellent picture 
quality plus an audio delivery that will match, 
or even better, the commercial cinema 
experience. It must be exciting, reliable and 
deliver true value for money. 


To ensure a home cinema system is right lor 
you, where do you start? Here's an important 
tip ... don't start with WHAT, start with WHERE. 
There's only one way to give yourself the best 
chance of getting it right first time, and that's 
through a specialist AV dealer. It's possible you 
have preconceived ideas that put you off 
visiting one. Although you would welcome the 
advice and guidance, you don't know the 
technical jargon. You don't want to be talked 
down to. Your friend has said they only sell 
expensive gear and they're not interested if 
you don't have a big budget. They're expensive. 
These are just myths. 

Most specialist AV dealers are running their 
business because, above all, home cinema is 
their hobby, They spend a large portion of their 
time comparing systems to get the best 
possible results. They know the component 
combinations which don't gel together and, 
conversely, they know the combinations which 
give the best performance within a given price 
range. Very importantly, they know how to get 
a system working to its optimum. But they all 
also know the system must suit you. 








cc .without 
considerable 
knowledge or 
experience, high 
quality home 
cinema is not 
a suitable DIY 
activity J 5 



There are dealers around, web based or 
otherwise, who will sell you anything you are 
willing to pay for. They may be a bit cheaper 
but that's all they offer. Now there's a group of 
long-established specialist dealers who are 
totally committed to putting the customer first. 
Their idea of 'selling' is to discuss your 
requirements, offer their advice, give you the 
best options, then play the systems for you and 
allow you to be the judge. You'll probably be 
surprised and, almost certainly, relieved to 
discover how easy it is to see and hear the 
differences between components and between 
systems. You'll be able to make a clear and 
informed decision about what to buy. 

The story doesn't end there. These shops won't 
abandon you once you've put your hand in your 
pocket. They won't leave you to set up the 
system you've selected as best you can. They'll 
install it in your home, make sure it performs to 


its best, and ensure you're entirely happy with 
the way it works. Why? Because a high 
proportion of these dealers' custom comes 
through people who have bought from them 
before, either directly or by recommendation. 
It's vital to them to get it right for you. 


Getting the best deal 


Unless you've got money to bum, you'll be 
living with your new system for years. Most of 
these dealers offer much longer equipment 
guarantees than provided by the manufacturer, 
a very worthwhile benefit, but it also makes it 
in the dealer's interest to ensure high build 
quality and reliability. Maybe you could save a 
few pounds by buying piecemeal but you'll lose 
out on the overall package. As far as the 
dealers are concerned, they believe that taking 
care of their customers properly is a nicer way 
of doing business than just handing over boxes. 
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system? 


TOP 

20 UK 


STOUMJ&T warn 
EHTEflTAMMEHT DEALERS 

ASSURED 
* * * * * 


...Ask the experts 


Listed on this page are 20 
of the best AV shops in the 
country. They have been 
selected because they are 
known to do an excellent 
job in guiding customers 
towards home cinema 
systems that will provide 
years of superlative 
performance and total 
satisfaction. 


VALUE FOR MONEY 

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 

SERVICE 

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 

FACILITIES 
★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 
VERDICT 


OUR TOP 20 UK SPECIALIST AV DEALERS 


SOUTH 

Ashford, Kent SOUNDCRAFT HI-FI 

40 High street. 01233 624441 

Chelmsford RAYLEIGH HI-FI 

216 Moulsham Street. 01245 265245 

Colchester RAYLEIGH HI-FI 

33 Sir Isaac's Walk. 01206 577682 

Kingston-upon-Thames INFIDELITY 

9 High Street, Hampton Wick. 

020 8943 3530 

Maidenhead AUDIO VENUE 

36 Queen Street. 01628 633995 

Rayleigh, Essex RAYLEIGH HI-FI 

44a High Sheet. 01268 779762 

Custom Install Dept. 

01268 776932 

Southend-on-Sea RAYLEIGH HI-FI 

132/4 London Road. 01702 435255 

Tunbridge Wells KENT HOME CINEMA 

69 London Road, Southborough. 

01892 535007 

LONOON 

N1 GRAHAMS HI-FI 

190a New North Road. 020 7226 5500 


SW11 ORANGES & LEMONS 

61-63 Webbs Road, Battersea. 

020 7924 2040 

Ealing AUDIO VENUE 

27 Bond Street. 020 8567 8703 

MIDLANDS 

Coventry FRANK HARVEY HI-FI EXCELLENCE 

163 Spon Street. 024 7652 5200 

Nottingham CASTLE SOUND & VISION 

48/50 Maid Marian Way. 0115 9584404 

Solihull MUSIC MATTERS 

93-95 Hobs Moat Road. 0121 742 0254 

NORTH 

Chester ACOUSTICA 

17 Hoole Road. 01244 344227 

York SOUND ORGANISATION 

2 Gillygate. 01904 627108 

SCOTLAND 

Aberdeen HOLBURN HI-FI 

441 Hoiburn Street. 01224 585713/572729 

Edinburgh LOUD & CLEAR 

Bonnington Mill, 72 Newhaven Rd. 

0131 555 3963 

Glasgow GLASGOW AUDIO 

135 Great Western Road. 

0141 332 2200/4707 





L3AL>/\ 


The majority of the above dealers are members of one or both 
of the major trade organisations, BA DA or CEDI A. 
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78 YAMAHA RX-V2065-*£850 Approx -» www.yamaha.co.uk 



Face of the future 


While Yamaha's new GUI and fascia design isn't Richard Stevenson's 
cup of tea, this AYR still sounds as good as ever 


T here comes a time in the 
development life cycle of 
electronic equipment where 
things get a bit, we LI, Terminator. 

Your electronics get ideas of their 
own and start ordering you about. 

For instance, Yamaha's RX-V2065 
receiver suggested, in no uncertain 
terms, that! leave the room while 
it sets itself up. Yikes. 

Of course, this request is to 
protect one’s sensitive ears from loud 
noises during set up - which is quite 
ironic as less than two minutes out 
of the box this Yamaha could be 
turning your liver inside out with its 
bass power and punch. In fact, the 
interface and personal requests are 


alL part of Yamaha's brand-new GUI, 
which has been designed to make 
setting up a complex beast Like this 
near £1,000 receiver simpler than 
ever. Maybe it is a lack of familiarity, 
but right now i don't get it. 

For starters, access to the set-up 
functions are buried at the bottom of 
three or four pages of source 
selection icons. The only feature you 
would not go into the menus for is 
source selection (you can do it via 
direct keys on the remote and the 
fascia) so why have pages of icons 
heading up the menu? When you are 
into the features and functions area, 
it is Laid out in a disjointed format 
with lots of unlinked individual pages 


rather than traditional left to right 
flowing menus. I had to refer to the 
manuaL on several occasions just to 
find various functions. 

I'm not getting the new cosmetics 
either. It looks cheaper and feeLs less 
solid that Yamaha’s previous AVRs at 
this price, although the brand says 
build quality is improved over last 
year's RX-V1900. 

It offers some very slick features, 
though, The 5-in, 2-out HDMI 
functionality is brilliant, particularly 
as one input is front-mounted, and 
the claimed power figures are mighty 
impressive. Moreover, the RX-V2605 
is very much geared up to be a 
network receiver with both Ethernet 
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-* Specifications 

Dolby Digital TrueHD: res and Dolby 
Pro-logic llx 
DTS-HD Master Audio; res and DTS ES 

6.1 Discrete 

THX: no 

Multichannel audio; res 7x 13 OW 
Multichannel input: res 7,1 channel 
Multiroom res main plus two zones 
AV inputs; yes 3 composite only 
HDMI input/output: res 5-in, 2-out 
Video upscaling: res to lOSOp 
Component res 2-in,1-out 
Dimension 435(w) x 365(h) x 
171(d)mm 
Weight; 12.4kg 
Features; Universal remote; MM 
phono stage; HDMI audio via PCM 
and bitstream; iPod dock; 
Networking via Ethernet; front- 
mounted USB reader; basic YPAO 
Room EQ; Auto setup; 
Headphone with Yamaha Silent 
Cinema; FM/AM and 'net tuner; 
multi-function dock port; SCENE 
selection for individual inputs; 
compressed music enhancer 


and USB inputs; a port for Yamaha's 
optional Bluetooth receiver or iPod 
dock; and plenty of dedicated 
network audio features. There is very 
simple connection to a PC-based 
home network, a compressed music 
enhancer, and tricks Like pulling 
photos from your PC to display 
onto your TV. And despite what I 
said about the GUI, the network side 
of the RX-V2Q65's is pretty damn 
straightforward to get going. 

Needless to say, it ticks all the 
boxes in terms of lOSOp video 
upscaling and HD audio decoding 
although, unlike its direct Onkyo 
TX-NR807 competitor, it is bereft of 
DoLby Pro-Logic Hz. Yamaha instead 
uses its Presence (height) channels 
at the front with bespoke processing. 
Equally, like the Onkyo, you will lose 
rear-back channel amplification to 
drive the fronts. 

Running the auto-set-up, the 
result is a monster of sound with bass 
coming in hotter than Angelina JoLie 
on a skateboard. The sub was set two 
or three dB strong and the baLance 
with the YPAO RoomEQ set to 
'standard' (and that's it for options 
other than 'off and 'manuaL') 
was fruity and fulsome. Trim back 
the bass, switch off the YPAO EQ and 


AV/CV 

Product: 



One below 
the top of 
Yamaha's 
AVR range 



there is an amplifier with a heart of 
gold. It's smooth yet detailed, fast yet 
subtle, and never once gets you 
wincing at an over acerbic high- 
frequency effect or belly laughing 
at a bulbous bass note. It feels 
mature, grown up and 
sophisticated with a fabulous 
balance between spacious 
soundstage and accurate positioning 
of individual sounds. 

And this natural balance makes 
it quite an all-rounder, as happy with 
all-action block busters as it is with 
a chick flick or a Pixar masterpiece. 

It feels seamlessly soLid and has 
one of those sounds that lets alL 
the speakers, the amplifier and the 
mechanics of home cinema simply 
slip into obscurity, leaving you 
to enjoy the movie. 

Fire and forget 

Okay, if s never going to have your 
knuckles whitening on the arm of 
the sofa, and the over-complex GUI 
is a bit of a Letdown. But taken as a 
whole, Yamaha has developed the 
RX-V2G65 as a fire up and forget 1 
receiver for those who just want 
to enjoy a broad range of movies 
without too much faffing about. And 
on that level, it's a rampant success 


->Tech Labs 

Power consumption; Watts 


200 300 

m 400 

0 ^ 500 

Idling: A turnover 
u sage of 46 W 
Isn’t unusual for a 
seven-channel AVR of 
this ilk 



Powered: 

In five-channel mode 
with an 8£ 2 load the 
Yamaha RX-V2065 
draws 880W 


Power ratings: Watts (812,0.5% THD) 



2-channel 61 i: 

In two-channel mode 
this Yamaha amp is 
well over spec 


5-channel 812: 

The power rating is 
quoted atlBOW per 
channel, so this figure, 
while decent is below 
specification 


Untainted: Watts 


Yamaha RX-V2065 



Yamaha PSfr-27 


17SW 


Anarn AVR600 



Fidelity firewall: 

Fidelity firewall is a 
measurement of power 
achieved before 
distortion becomes 
unacceptable. 
This two-channel 
performance is up to 
spec and comparable 
with similarly-priced 
competitors 


Signal/noise: dB 



S/N tests: The 

Yamaha RX-V2065 
delivers decent figures 
at low and mid 
frequencies, average at 
high frequencies 



HCC VERDICT 


Yamaha RX-V2065 
£850 Approx 

Highs: Wonderful natural sound; 
good with wide range of movies; 

great networking 
Lows: Confusing GUI; slightly flimsy 
build quality 

Performance: 00000 
Design: 00600 
Features: 06600 

Overall: 00600 
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80 KEF C SERIES->£900 Approx-*www.kef.com 


Black gold 

KEF's entry-level 5.1 home cinema setup 
impresses Adam Rayner 



I t seems inconceivable that you'd 
ever be less than impressed by 
a set of KEF Loudspeakers. Yet 
these, its C Series, are KEFs least 
expensive, so are they any good? 

I grabbed my BD copy of Beowulf 
to find out because the Motion- 
Capture system that enables a 
stocky geezer like Ray Winstone 
to become a 6ft man-god also 
seems to engender cool sound 
design. You get raucous party scenes 
in the mead hall, Grendel the demon 
talking in Middle English to his 
mama (voiced by Angelina Jolie) 
with huge reverb and spaciousness 
in a vast cavern, and someone 
getting their arm ripped off in a scrap. 
It's perfect for giving your speakers 
a workout. 

Quality tweets 

Tweeters are often the most costly 
bit in loudspeakers and it's usually 
here that you will first discern 
excellence or lack of ability. Oddly 
enough, the C Series high-frequency 
driver - the same one from the guts 
oftheUni-Q devices fitted to KEF’s Q 
series - revealed both. 

As the movie opens, the 
background chatter of the crowd in 
the mead hall is remarkably detailed 
around the system, with perfect 
voice-matching. You get depth of 
soundfield and a sweet vocal from 
the queen warbling away with her 
harp. However, ultimate impact 
and HF level is a little limited, as 
I found out Later. 

The subwoofer is a super 
long-throw Sin design with primitive 
controls, but it blends perfectly. 
However, the dynamics of the 
soundtrack are wider than the small 
low-power woofer liked, with the 
explosive entry of Grendel sadly 
compressed. But for the money, the 
C4 subwoofer is vastly more musical 
than most - it didn’t boom, or go 
one-note, proving that although 
ported, it’s not a stretch-it design. 

When Ray Winstone fights the 
monster, I ran the C Series system at 
a reference level zero dB, and could 



easily hear the burning torches 
crackling in the background. 
Dynamics are good, too: the scene 
where a horrible booming roar in 
a cavern echoes around Grendel’s 
deformed skull needs headroom 
to play best and the KEFs did 
admirably, as they were already 
playing hard. They stay nice and 
Linear at low volumes too - a sign 
of quality - but when driven with 
vigour tend to get a bit harsh around 
the high-end. I am being overly 
critical, though: it still sounds great 
for an entry-level array. 

In many ways, the buyers of these 
’budget’ babies benefit most from 
KEF R&D’s years of cunning. That 
technology goes into the best 
models, but years Later KEF uses 
alL sorts of its heritage to put out 
affordable kit Like the C Series. 

There is proof of savings, though, 
Like the square-edged boxes and the 
less than over-engineered speaker 
terminals. Still gold-plated, but not 
chunky and, of course, they don’t 
have the KEF signature Uni-Q point 
source tech. Instead, the C 
Series gets an aluminium 
dome tweeter and its 
‘Tangerine 1 protective 
grille, but it is conventionally 
mounted above the bass drivers. 

In terms of design, they aren’t 
exactly up to Philippe Starcke 
levels. The port on the Cl 
subwoofer, for is not a moulded 
tube but a cheaper classic wooden 
slot design. And while there’s still 
a nice set of spikes and a separate 
panel for the base plate of each 
C5 or C7, it’s all made to a price. 


Value for money 

At the end of the day, these big- 
domed bass drivers with the single 
cone-stiffening rib are KEF ones, 
so there is a certain ‘given 3 about 
the quaLity. They are fast, tight 
and very abLe for their size. Versus 
an awful lot of what else is out there, 
you'd have to audition a truckload 
of £900 speaker systems to find one 
that would whup the KEF C Series' 


< r 
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Position 


Below the Q f 
XQ, Reference 
and Muon in 
: J ♦ KEF T s separates 
line-up 


Peers: 


Acoustic Energy 
Aegis Neo 5.1; 
Monitor Audio 
Bronze BR2 
AV 5-1; 

Tannoy Mercury 
F4 Custom 5.1 


■4 Specifications 

KEF CS towers 

Drive Units: 2 x 5.25in bass drivers and 
1 x 0.75in aluminium dome tweeter 
Enclosure: Two-way front-slot ported 
Frequency Response: 41Hz-40kHz 
Sensitivity: 9GdB 
Power Handling: 15-150 W 
Dimensions: 177(w) x 915(b) x 
260(d) mm 

KEF C6 LCR centre 

Drive Units: 2 x 5.25in bass drivers and 
1 x 0.75in aluminium dome tweeter 
Enclosure: Two-way sealed 
Frequency Response: 65Hz-40kHz 
Sensitivity: 90dB 
Power Handling: 10-1 SOW 
Dimensions: 430 (w) x 177(h) x 
211(d) mm 

KEF Cl surrounds 

Drive Unit: 1 x 4in bass driver and 1 x 
0.75in aluminium dome tweeter 
Enclosure: Two-way front-slot ported 
Frequency Response: 65Hz-40kHz 
Sensitivity; 87dB 
Power Handling: 1G-1QGW 
Dimensions: 150(w) x 260(h) x 
221(d)mm 

KEF C4 subwoofer 

Drive Unit: One Bin front-firing driver 
Enclosure: Bass reflex front-slot ported 
Frequency Response: 29Hz-140Hz 
Onboard power: 20 OW RMS 
Dimensions: 320 (w) x 345(h) 
x 377(d)mm 
Weight: 12.2kg 
Connections: Single phono input 


HCC VERDICT 

KEF C Series AV5 package 
£900 Approx 

Highs: Sounds a fat slice 
better than most other £900 
5.1 sets: solid build quality 
Lows: Funereal design; 
tweeters can sound a bit harsh 
when driven with vigour 

Performance: 00600 
Design: 00600 
Features: 06600 


Overall: 


flV/CV 


Product: 


■ -v,. ' 
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best seat in the house 




‘SiArvztu.rg' 

cinema seating 


Huddersfield 

Audi ovation 
Contact: Richard 
Tel: 01484 424000 
www.au d i ovation .co.uk 


Lancashire 

Wired for Living 
Contact: John 
Tel: 0845 6430962 
www.wiredforliving.co.uk 


North East 
Dse Digital 
Contact: Mark 
Tel: 0191 491 4141 
www.dsegroup.co.uk 


For the ultimate experience for your home 
cinema you need Signature Cinema Seats. 

Visit one of Signatures premier dealers to try 
them out! 


London 

Beyond the Invisible 
Contact: Graham 
Tel: 08450 949395 
www.beyond the invisible.com 


Cumbria 
The Majik House 
Contact: Tim 
Tel: 01524 273578 
www.majikhouse.com 


www.sig natu recs.co.u k i nfo@si g natu recs.co.u k 
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A grand idea 


Offering unrivalled picture size for 
your buck, budget projectors are 
potentially a cash-strapped AV fan's 
dream come true. Cue John Archer 
going toe-to-toe with three new Full HD 
projectors costing only £1,000 


NEW VIVITEK H1085 

£1,000 Approx 

Afetatively new brand in the UK 
Vivitek is out.to hit the ground 
running wWnmfeW.Q8& 


NEW ACER H7530D 

£1,000 Approx 
This Full HD model from Acer 
proves the brand isn’t all about 
making laptops. 


£],CfD0 Approx 

A PJ with goocf spec^ but how does 
all the on-paper finery translate in 
the real world? * * * 


> 
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84 GROUPTEST £1,000 FULL HD PROJECTORS 


W hiLe the home cinema 
obsessive in us aLways 
lusts after the latest 
all-singing, all-dancing, high-end 
projector stars, we stilt also Like 
a good cheapie-many can't afford 
nor easily accommodate a no¬ 
compromise PJ hero. Thankfully, 
budget projectors aLLow people 
to climb aboard the home cinema 
bandwagon, and that’s fine with us. 

With this in mind, we’ve rounded 
up three of the cheapest Full HD 
home cinema projectors around, 
from BenQ, Acer and Vivitek, and 
thrown them into our mosh pit. 

So, how many bigscreen thrills 
can you get for £1,000? 

Features 

At first I was struck by the similarity 
of the three projectors, in terms of 
key specs. But then there aren’t 
as many PJ manufacturing plants 
around as you might think, so a little 
shared heritage between different 
brands’ products - especially in the 
budget realm - isn’t unusual. 


Each modeL claims exactly the 
same 2,000 Lumens maximum 
brightness output, and has a 
rudimentary built-in speaker. They 
each use a six-segment colour wheel 
- as well as Texas Instruments 1 
BrilliantColor technology for 
delivering brighter mid tones. 

All three projectors enjoy a 
surprisingly lengthy list of image 
adjustments, too, including colour 
management systems to tweak ail 
six of the colour wheel’s colours. 

In fact, even the onscreen menus 
of the Vivitek and BenQ models Look 
almost identical, reaffirming my 
sense of a shared heritage between 
the two - more proof of this comes 
from the way the Vivitek and BenQ 
contenders feature almost identical 
connections in an almost identical 
layout. The onLy differences are 
a 12V trigger output on the Vivitek 
and a wired IR port on the W1000. 

In terms of connections, the Acer 
makes a poor first impression by only 
having one HDMI input versus the 
two found on the other models. 


it eschews 12V/IR Jacks, too, and 
has a single 3.5mm audio input 
compared to the stereo audio phono 
and audio outputs found on the 
Vivitek and BenQ contenders. 

The Acer additionally comes up 
short with colour management, only 
allowing you to adjust the general 
saturation of each of the six primary 
colours. You can’t individually adjust 
hue, saturation and gain of each key 
element as you can with the other 
two models. 

It's the Vivitek that steals the 
calibration crown, thanks to its 
support from the Imaging Science 
Foundation (ISF), who could be 

FEATURES 

Round up: All three models have 
some special feature up their sleeve: 

CoiorBoost 11+ with the Acer, 
OSRAM UNISHAPE Lighting with the 
BenQ, and ISF calibration with the 
Vivitek. The biggest single deficiency 
is the Acer’s lack of a second HDMI 

AcerH7530D: O0QOO 
BenQ W1000: OOOOO 

Vivitek H1D85: 00600 


ACER H7530D + £1,000 Approx «♦ www.acer.co.uk 



in brief 

While all three projectors featured 
here are designed to cater for 
predominantly casual users, the 
□LP-based Acer feels that bit more 
casual than the others. This is partly 
due to its compact but aggressive 
styLing, and partly due to some of 
the features it carries - not least the 
option to adjust the image based on 
the colour of your wall paint 


The projector ships with a built-in 
speaker to aid instant ‘plug 'n’ play’ 
functionality, and comes inside a 
handy carry bag. 

In other words, Acer sees the 
H7530D as something that is likely 
to be put in a cupboard when it is not 
being used, and dug out onLy when it 
is needed. It also makes a play for the 
business user, courtesy of the 
Presentations picture preset. 


Light show: 

The Acer logo 
and control 
buttons light 
up against the 
chunky white 
bodywork 


-♦Tech Labs 


Power consumption; Watts 



White screen: 

Running our White 
100IRE resulted in a 
power use a Little 
higher than we 
expected, but still 
l green' compared to 
many fiatscreen TVs 



Test footage: 

There's no significant 
power consumption 
change with live 
footage 


Contrast; rati o Co lour te m p: Kelvin 



Picture: 540:1 in 
standard mode, with a 
high luminance of 
33,383fl 


Presets: 

A small but useful set 
of presets, with preset 
O as close to 650 OK as 
you could wish, plusfuli 
Colour management' 
(Sic) R/G/B/C/Y/M 
levels and skin tone for 
perfect adjustment. 
0:6,466K 
1: 8,255K 
2 : 8,67GK 
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called in to professionally calibrate 
the H1085 if you wanted. 

The 50 -far-uni inspiring Acer does 
have a trio of exclusive tricks, though; 
it caters for casual users by allowing 
you to pick from a wide collection of 
wall colours, so the projector can 
auto adjust its image to compensate; 
and it packs Acer's CoLorBoost 11+ 
system, which claims to produce 
richer, brighter colours with 
smoother gradations. 

The BenQ's main exclusive cLaim 
to fame is its OSRAM UNISHAPE 
illumination system, which adjusts 
the light output in sync with the 
colour wheel’s machinations to 
boost brightness. 

Design 

The BenQ W1000 and Vivitek H1085 
are simiLar in sizes and body shape, 
but there are big differences in the 
finishes applied to the core 
bodywork, BenQ has opted fora 
nice-looking but slightly cheap- 
feeling rough cream finish, while 
Vivitek has gone for a more sporty' 


high-gloss black. The latter looks 
more opulent, in my opinion. 

Which of the two you prefer may 
depend on where you're going to site 
your projector. For ceiling-mounting, 
you might prefer the BenQ's white 
finish, as it will blend in with your 
likely paintwork. If you’re going to 
position your projector on a table 
in front of your viewing position, 
though, the Vivitek’s black finish is 
less intrusive in a darkened room. 

The Acer H7530D looks quite 
different to the other two, with a 
smaller, squarer shape, smooth 
white/grey finish and bold (and 

DESIGN 

Round-up: None of these modeLs 
have the dog-ugLy looks you might 
expect of a budget PJ. Personally I 
found myseLf put off by the Acer’s 
gaudily lit buttons, but it's quite a 
fun-looking device! I liked the look 
of the BenQ's tactile, nobbiy finish, 
but overalL the most attractive all- 
rounder is the glossy, sleek Vivitek 

Acer H753QD: OOGOG 
BenQWlOOO: OOGOG 


112:9:4:5: 


brash} neon blue-ilLuminated logo 
on the top edge. Its flash approach 
seems targeted at a younger, family, 
Wii-using audience. Which is fair 
enough, so long as the H7530D gets 
serious where it matters... 

Performance 

All three of these budget PJ's deliver 
somewhat similar pictures that are 
much better than I’d expect for the 
money, outgunningthe already 
decent quality witnessed recently 
on Optoma's HD20. But there are 
enough subtle differences to 
pick out a winner. 

The best place to start with 
affordable DLP projectors is the 
rainbow effect. This red/green/blue 
striping phenomenon, caused by 
single-chip DLP's coLour wheel 
mechanism, can be reaLly distracting. 

i could clearLy see the tell-tale 
stripes on alL three projectors during 
myStar Trek run-through, but the 
level of distraction was less with the 
Vivitek, As anyone who's witnessed 
the rainbow effect before will attest, 


BENQ W1000-*£1,000 Approx -»-w ww.benq.co.uk 



In brief 

While also sporting a built-in speaker 
and being small enough to be 
reasonably portable, the DLP-based 
W100Q seems more focused on 
fixed-position home cinema duties 
than its Acer rival. 

There's no carry bag included 
as standard, for a start, and the 
onscreen menus are awash - in a 
good way “ with fine-tuning options. 


What’s more, the projector features 
the OSRAM UNISHAPE illumination 
system, which adjusts the lamp 
output in synchronisation with the 
DLP colour wheel to boost brightness 
by up to a claimed 40 per cent. 

The WlOOO’s high brightness is 
arguably its biggest concession to the 
casual market - It should enable the 
projector to support viewing in a Little 
ambient Light if necessary. 


Touch me: 

The oddly 
rough texture 
BenQ has 
applied to the 
W1000's white 
finish is 
disturbingly 
tactile 


-$>Tech Labs 

Power consumption: Watts 



White sc reen: 

The BenQWlOOO uses 
203Wofpower with 
our white screen test 



Test footage: 

Again, there was little 
significant difference In 
usage with movie 
footage playing 


Contrast: rati 0 Colo u r temp : Kelui n 


Claimed! 

3,000:1 ■ 

I Actual 
1 1,271:1 



Picture: A decent 
contrast measurement 
In Standard mode, but, 
strangely, the BenQ 
W1000 measures lower 
in Dynamic mode at 
809:1 


Presets: 

Small but useful range 
of CT presets, plus full 
manual R/G/B hue/ 
saturation/gain for 
perfect adjustment 
Normal: 6.876K 
Cool: B,404K 
Warm: 5,268K 
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this really gives the Vivitek a pretty 
huge early advantage. 

To be fair to BenQ and Acer, one 
of the reasons their rainbow effect is 
more obvious is that their pictures 
are a notch or two brighter. This 
means they drive out Trek's opening 
battle scene with slightly more 
vigour, becoming potentially more 
attractive options to people wanting 
a projector that can function in 
a degree of ambient light But 
personally, with my fully darkened 
room, I would take a reduction in 
rainbow distraction over a bit more 
brightness any day. 

When it comes to contrast there's 
little between the three projectors. 
The 40,000:1 contrast ratio claimed 
by the Acer is hugely optimistic. In 
fact, subjectively I'd put the Vivitek at 
the top of the contrast pile, with the 
Acer second and the BenQ third. But 
the differences really are minimal. 
The Acer's biggest picture appeaL 
comes from its colours, which are 
delivered with startling vibrancy - 
especially if you call in BrilliantColor 


to accompany Acer's own 
CoLorBoost 11+ system. What’s 
more, it combines this raw coLour 
aggression with impressive subtlety. 

However, careful comparison 
across all three projectors suggests 
that the Acer’s vibrancy comes at the 
expense of colour naturalism. And 
no amount of tinkering with the 
H7530D's gamma setting resulted 
in reds, and especially greens, that 
consistently looked credible. 

Both the other PJs deliver the 
occasional rogue tone too, but not so 
often, especially in the Vivitek’s case. 

Just as the Acer and Vivitek 
projectors have both so far displayed 
one ‘killer app’ in their picture 
performances, so the BenQ manages 
one too: HD sharpness. With the 
W1000,1 could pick out slightly 
more texture in the cLothes of the 
Enterprise crew, for example. 

Vivitek’s H1085 delivers the least 
sense of crispness, but still looks 
definitively HD. In fact, I found its 
approach more cinematic’ than the 
sometimes rather harsh BenQ. 


The Vivitek 1 s biggest fault, for me, 
is the extent to which it suffers with 
Low-level greenish dot crawl while 
watching dark scenes. This common 
DIP artefact is more obvious than 
on the BenQ and Acer models, and 
marginally reduces the Vivitek’s 
black level response. 

As for running noise, none of this 
trio will win any ’sound of silence’ 
awards. The Acer is a touch noisier 
than the other two, perhaps, but 
there’s little to choose between the 
Vivitek and BenQ, at least if you 
engage their Low-Lamp modes. 

PERFORMANCE 

Round-up: I was really impressed in 
generaL by the levels of brightness, 
coLour dynamism and contrast 
these three projectors produce. In 
the end, though, the abiLity of the 
Vivitek to deLiver a subtLe and 
believable colour palette, while 
reigning in DLP’s rainbow effect 
makes it my favourite 

AcerH753DD; O0OO0 

BenQ W1000: 00600 
Vivitek H1085: OOOOO 


VIVITEK H1085->£1,000 Approx -> www.vivitekcorp.com 



In brief 

The HI 085 couldn't be further up the 
price scale than the first Vivitek modeL 
we tested, the £11K LED H9080. But 
the H9Q80 was competitively priced 
for such a high-spec PJ, so you 
shouldn't be too surprised to find the 
H1085 undercutting its rivals despite 
having broadly similar specifications. 

Among its key attractions are high 
brightness and contrast claims 


(2000 Lumens and 5000:1 
respectively): a startlingly fulsome 
colour management system that 
suggests the HI 085 belongs in 
a relatively serious’ budget home 
cinema category: three user- 
definable picture preset sLots; 
and I5F compatibility, where an 
independent expert couLd be 
employed to professionally calibrate 
the image for you. 


Looks familiar: 

Apart from a 
round lens¬ 
housing and 
shiny black 
finish, the 
HI 085 s core 
design has a 
lot in common 
with the BenQ 
W1Q0G 


->Tech Labs 

Power consumption; Watts 



White screen: 

in Lamp Boost mode 
the Vivitek uses270W; 
Standard mode cuts it 
to 23BW 



Test footage: 

Yet again, no real 
difference in power 
consumption in our 
two tests 



Picture: The H1085 

often a reasonable 
contrast ratio in Normal 
mode, with a 
luminance of 20,006fI 


Presets: 

A small but reasonably 
accurate selection of 
CT presets: full colour 
management can be 
used to achieve 
spot-on results 
Normal: 6,6Q7K 
Cool: 7,52 9K 
Native: 6,806K 
Warm: 5,154K 
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See and hear over 180 brands with more booking all the time 

souniD&visioni 

v -' THE BRISTOL SHOW 



26 th - 28 th February 2010.10 a.m. - 5 p m. every day at the Bristol Marriott City Centre Hotel 


HI-FI, HOME CINEMA, FLAT SCREENS, 
PROJECTORS - IT’S ALL AT BRISTOL 


✓ Witness the launch of dozens of new products with many 
brought directly from CES in Las Vegas 


GREAT DEALS and special 
offers only available at the 
Show. WIN superb prizes in our 
Show Competition! 


✓ Visit the What Hi-Fi? Sound and Vision stand 
for a dem or an answer to any questions you 
might have 

✓ Win a great prize in the Show Competition! 

✓ Speak directly to the manufacturers and designers 

✓ Pick up a fantastic show bargain... with deals on 
most purchases! 

✓ Enjoy the Cabot Circus shopping and entertainment 
area with easy parking right next 

to the hotel 


✓ It’s the biggest and the best show of its type in 
the country - now in its 23rd successful year! 


NEWS: The Show is known as THE place to see and hear all the latest products. 
Hereare just a few things that you can see In Bristol keep checking the 
website as more news is being added on a weekly basis. 


wSSm see the new AVR500 HD Receiver. 1 - a new 

brand from Belgium, launching the Puroh all in one system K2±fl 
three new speaker launches, Ambrose 3, Bora and Santorin 30. 

- the Cyan Click and CRM 2800 digital amplifiers, 
reveal the XJVIEW LT-32WX50 LCD Monitor only 7mm thick, 
radical new Concept Blade is making its UK debut. 

-demonstrating the new Apex Series A10AV12 5.1 system. - the 

UK launch of the UnitiQute, compact, digital streaming, all-in-one audio 
player. gM - the facts floorstander making its Show debut, 
showing the new Studio 140 Mk2 loudspeaker - the first outing for 

the Isis and Osins reference CD player and amplifier. Also, bring along 
your Rega turntable and get it serviced by Rega’s trained staff, visit the 
website to book your turntable in! - New G1 (Gibraltar) Series sub 
woaferg^^^^^^gjF- see and hear more new models! Mico 50 

LED projector C3X Lumis projector and much more... 31 - the new 

Klimt Series KISS speaker. 


GETTING TQ 
THE SHOW 


BY TRAIN: Temple 
Meads Station is a 
short distance from 
the Marriott. 

BY CAR: From the 
M4 take J19 (M32 - 
Bristol). Follow signs 
for City Centre 
and RAC signs 
to the Show. For 
those using satellite 
navigation systems 
the hotel post 
code is BS1 SAD. 

Easy local parking 
in Cabot Circus 
car park and 
Broadmead and 
Bond Street NCFs, 



The Cabot Circus 
Car Park has over 
2500 spaces. It is 
easily accessible 
from the end of the 
M32 off Newfound¬ 
land Street. 


ADMISSION 


Adults £8.00; 
Students and Senior 
Citizens £4.00; 
Accompanied 
children under 16 
free. 


Organised by 


audio T 


www.audio-ico.uk 

In association with 


WHAT HI FI? 

SOUND AND VISION 


BRANDS INCLUDE: Acous-Tech, Acoustic Energy, Adam Audio, ANT, Analogue Productions, Anthem. Apollo Hi-Fi Furniture, Arcam, Armour Home Electronics, Atacama Audio, Atlantic Technology, Audica, Audience, 
Audio Note. Audio Reference. Audio Technico Headphones, Audditalia, Audionef, Audio plan, AuddQuest. Audiovector, AV Forums, BDi. Back to Block, beCHOCOLATE. Bedini. Blue Horizon, Bryston, Cabasse, Canton. 
Carat, Chord Company, Chord Electronics, Classic Lps. Classic Records. Computers Unlimited, Crayon Audio. Cynjs. Dali, Deltec Precision Audio, Demagio, Denca DIP International Ltd, Diverse Vinyl, Dynaudio. 
Edwards Audio. Electrocompanlet, Epson, Exposure. Fatman, Finders Keepers. FTrestohe, Focal, Fonel Audio. Four Men With Beards, Furutech, Future Publishing. Goldring. Grado, Guebsen. Heco. Heed Audio, Hehley 
Designs. Hi-Fi Choice. Hi-Fi News. Hi-Fi World, HI-H+, HiR Critic, HiFi-Tuning, Home Cinema Choice. i.US. IAG. Icon Distribution, Icon Furniture, Ikon Audio Consultants, I5EM Audio. Isotek, Jamaican Recordings, Jelco, Just 
Racks, JVC, KEF. Keith Monks, Kimber. Kitsound, Leema Acoustics, Lehmann, Lilith, Macintosh, Marantz, Marigo Audio, Meridian Audio. Meridian Sooloos, Merlin Cables, Michell Engineering, Mobile Fidelity, Monitor 
Audio, Multi-Room Company. Music First Audio. Music On Vinyl, MusfcalLife Audio, Myryad, NAD.. Naim Audio. Naim Label. Neat Acoustics, Nordost, Off The Woll. Onkyo, Optimum. Orbitsound, Ortofon, Paradigm. 
Philips, Pioneer. PMC, Power Wrap, Project, FYoAc, PSB, Pure Pleasure. Pure Sound. Q Acoustics. QED, Quadrasp're. Quantum. Roidho. REAL Cable, Rega. REL Acoustics. Roksan. Roth. Rtf, Russ Andrews Accessaries. 
Salamander, Sennheiser, Screen Innovations, Shure, Silvermann, SIM2, Simply Vinyl, SmX, Sonic Design, Sonos, Soul Jazz, Soundway, Sound Fowndations, .Speakers Garner. Spectral, Spendor, STAGE ONE, Stereo vox, 
Sundazed, Supra Cables, Sutra Amplification, T3 Magazine, Tannoy, Teac, Time Step. Three Black Feathers, Totem Acoustic, Trafornaflc Audio. Tsakfiidis Audio, van den Hoi. Vienna Acoustics. Vinyl Lovers. Vinyls Best. 
Vita Audio, Walker Audio, WBI Wharfedqle, What Hi-Fi? Sound and Vision, Wilson Benesch, WineFnee HiFT, World Designs, Xiva, Yamaha and more... 


For the very latest information please visit www.bristolshow.co.uk 
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Final standings 


A ll of the three projector 
contenders today are 
surprisingly good home 
cinema machines, delivering 
picture performance standards 
that would have been 
unthinkabLe for £1,000 as little 
as six months ago. It hasn't 
proved too difficult to put 
them into some kind of running 
order though - a running 
order that finds the Acer 
H753QDooming in last. 

When I first turned it on, 
this outcome didn’t seem likely 
as I was blown away by the 
fearsome brightness and 
intensity of its pictures. But over 
time 1 started to rue the Lack 
of a second HDMf, and the slight 
lack of refinement in its setup 
options relative to its rivals 
- especially when it comes to 
colour management. With this 
in mind, I can’t place it on a leveL 
footing with its BenQ and 
Vi vitek competitors. 

The BenQ WlOOOisthe 
runner-up in our three-way 
face-off. This model’s 
combination of high brightness 
and strong sharpness gives 
it terrific impact, but it 
lacks a Little contrast punch 
at the lower end of the colour 
spectrum, and suffers quite 
markedly at times with DLP's 
rainbow effect 

Vivitek’s H1085 is thus the 
winner. Its not perfect, by any 
means - to expect perfection 
for only £1,000 would be totally 
unrealistic, after all. But despite 
a little low-leveL dot noise and 
a sLight lack of sharpness, it 
ultimately delivers the most 
all-round cinematic pictures 
of our trio and best feature 
set. While all three of the 
machines tested here are 
worth auditioning, it’s the 
Vivitek I suspect you'll be most 
impressed by 


Ml 

mm 




Of the three 
£1.000 Full HD 
projectors. 
Vivitek's H1085 
is the most 
impressive 
overall 
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HOC VERDICT 


HOC VERDICT 


3rd 



HOC VERDICT 



Vivitek HI 085 
£1,000 Approx 
Highs: Rich colours; excellent 
image tweaks; 12V trigger 
Lows: Low-leveL noise in dark 
scenes; noisy runner in high 
brightness mode 

Performance: Q 0OOO 
Design: OOGOQ 
Features: Q00OG 


BenQ W1000 
£1,000 Approx 
Highs: Bright picture is good for 
ambient light; Lots of picture 
adjustments; bold colours 
Lows: Rainbow effect again; 
runs a touch noisiLy 

Performance: ooooo 
Design: ooooo 

Features: OOOOO 


Acer H7530D 
£1,000 Approx 
Highs: Bright and really coLourfuL 
pictures; decent contrast; has 
nice touches for casual users 
Lows: Rainbow effect; runs a bit 
noisily; only one HDMI 

Performance: ooooo 

Design: ooooo 
Features; ooooo 


Overall: 00600 


Overall: 00600 


Overall: 



-» Specifications 

HD Ready: res1080p/24 
compatible 
Component video: yes one input 
HDMI: vestwo inputs, both vl.3 
PC In put: res one D-Sub 
12V trigger: yes one input 
Resolution: 1920 x 1080 
Brightness (claimed): 2,000 ANSI 
Lumens 

Contrast ratio (claimed): 5,000:1 
Dimensions: 335 (w) x 102(h) x 
256(d)mm 
Weight: 3,8kg 
Otherfeatures: BrilliantColor; 
good colour management 
system; 3SFcompatible; built-in 
speaker; automatic keystone 
adjustment; 1.6-1.92:1 throw 
ratio; optical zoom; 3,000- 
4,000 hour lamp life; fLesh tone 
adjustment 


- Specifications 

HD Ready: res 108Op/24 
compatible 
Component video: yes one input 
HDMI: ye two inputs, both vl.3 
PC Input: yes one D-Sub 
12V trigger: no none provided 
Resolution: 1920 x 1080 
Brightness(cLaimed): 2,000 ANSI 
Lumens 

Contrast ratio (claimed): 3,000:1 
Dimensions: 325{w) x 95(h) x 
254(d)mm 
Weight: 3,4kg 
Otherfeatures: OSRAW 
UNISHAPE system; 
BrilliantColor colour 
management system; built-in 
speaker; automatic keystone 
adjustment; 1.2:1 optical zoom; 
3,000-4,000 hour Lamp Life 


■4 Specifications 

HD Ready: ve?1080p/24 
compatible 
Component video: yes one input 
HDM I; yes one input, vl.3 
PC Input: yes one D-Sub 
12V trigger: nd none provided 
Resolution: 1920 x 1080 
Brightness (claimed); 2,000 ANSI 
Lumens 

Contrast ratio (daimed): 40,000:1 
Dimensions; 294(w) x 95(h) x 
229(d) mm 
Weight: 3.2kg 
Otherfeatures: Acer ColorBoost 
11+ technology; BrilliantColor 
processing; basic colour 
management system; facility to 
adjust image to suit different 
wall colours; 2,500-4,000 hour 
Lamp life; RS 232 control option; 
carry case; automatic keystone 
correction; built-in speaker 
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Home Cinema Seating 

the bigger picture 



Full Recline • 
Drinks Cooler * 
Italian Leather • 
Optional Mini Fridge • 
10 Pad Massage with Heat • 




p 


£949 


.99 per seat 

with discount applied 
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drinhstuff 

keeping you entertained 

Why buy from us? 

• In stock *12 month guarantee 

• Free delivery • Full product support 

• Delivery in 1 -3 days • Hertfordshire showroom 



Exclusive offer 

Quote: 

Home Cinema 
Choice 


\ro\ 


in-* 

> 


> 

Lp* 

> 




drinkstuff.com/cinema 

0845 3133352 


COUPON ONLY REDEEMABLE via telephone™ QUOTING HOME CINEMA CHOICE, please call 0845 3133352. 

UK LANDLINE CALLS WILL COST NO MORE THAN 4 PENCGIVEN, FREE DELIVERY APPLICABLETO UK INLAND ONLY. 










I’d like to subscribe to cIRI^a 
and get three Masters of 
Cinema Series Blu-rays! 


UK PRICING 


f~ I'd like to pay £11.88 quarterly Direct Debit and get three Masters of 
Cinema Series Blu-rays! 


OVERSEAS PRICING 


For overseas rates please go to www.rnfyfavouriternagazines.co.uk 


PERSONAL DETAILS 


.Title.Forename 

Surname. 

Address 


Postcode..... 

Telephone... 

If ya-ftJ like to receive emails, and 5M5 from HOC and Future- FtJbilshlng and Its &ioup companies ccntalnlng m 
specials offers and product and service information, please include your email and mobile no. below. 

Email 

.Mobile nOr.... 


PAYMENT DETAILS 


I would tike to pay£1188 per quarter by Direct Detait (UK only) AN D get three 
Masters of Cinema Series Blu-rays!F 
Please complete the Direct Debit form 


fD 

Originator's Identification 
Number 

DIRECT 

Debit 

768195 





Future 

«EDrri -mi KtlHe 


I instruction to your Bank or Building Society to pay Direct Debits 

To the Manager {Bank name) 

Address 


Postcode 

Name(s) of account hoider(s) 


Branch sort code 


Ban k/Build ing Sec iety 
account numbe r 


Ref No (Office use onfall 

I III . 1 

Signature (s) 
Date 




RETURN THIS FORM FREEPOST TO: 

SiNHyiA Subscriptions, Freepost 
RLSC-SXSE-SKKT, Unit 4, Tower 
House, Sovereign Park, Market 
Harborough, Leicestershire LEI6 9EF 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS You will receive 13 Issues per year. Please allow 28 days for de livery of gift. In the unlikely 
event or stocks becoming exhausted, we reserve the right to substitute with items of a similar value or extend 
your subscription by one issue free of charge. Thiels a UK-only offer and the gift applies only to those paylr^gvla 
Direct Debit. Your subscription will start with the next aval lable issue. Please he k here If you do NOT wish to receive 
relevant i nformation about prod ucts or services from Future Publish inR ar any of its group com panies by pastf* or 
telephone H Minimum subscription term is 12 months. If at any time duringthe first 60 days yeuare dissatisfied 
please notify us in writing and we will refund you Tor all unmailed issues, 

| OFFER CODE P048 | OFFER ENDS MARCH 31,2010 
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www.myfavouritemagazines.co.uk/hcc/p048-i SUBSCRIPTIONS 


Subscribe today 


& get three Masters of 
Cinema Series Blu-rays! 


How to subscribe... 


Eureka’s Masters of Cinema Series was 
awarded Label of the Year in the HCC Movie 
Awards 2009, and for a limited time only 
we’re giving away three Blu-rays from the 
series to every new subscriber! 

Just pay £11.88 per quarter by Direct Debit, 
and you will not only save 15% off the HCC 
cover price, you’ll also receive Sunrise (Best 
Remastering - HCC Movie Awards 2009), 
Mad Detective and Soul Power on Blu-ray! 


Got the gift already? Or want a different 
offer? Then visit 

www.homecinemachoice.com/subscribe 

Why subscribe? 

• Never miss an issue! 

• 60-day money back guarantee! 

• Save 15 per cent off the cover price! 

• All 13 issues delivered direct to your door! 

• Get three Blu-rays worth £68! 



Order online at: 

www.myfavouritemaga2ines.co.uk/hcc/p048 

Call 0844 848 2852 
(quoting code 048) 

Lines open Monday-Friday 8am-9.30pm, 
Saturdays 8am-4pm 

Or return the form opposite 


About the Masters of Cinema Series Blu-rays 

• Sunrise - The winner of our 2009 Best Remastering award, this tale of an idyllic marriage threatened by a Machiavellian 
seductress is pin-sharp, detailed and packed with contrast. We said: This could be the most important release yet in the 
Blu format’s history/ 

• Mad Detective - An inventive and unpredictable crime thriller that turns cliches on their heads while ceLebrating the 
insanity of its hero. It not only looks fantastic, it also presents the f iLm exactLy as the director intended 

• Soul Power - Drawing on the footage shot alongside the award-winning When We Were Kings t director Jeffrey Levy-Hinte 
follows the spectacular 3-day music festival that preceded the AlhForeman rumble in the jungle. The music benefits from 
exquisite Dolby True HD and DT5-HD MA 5,1 audio mixes - see page 104 for our full review. 
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FREE 

DELIVERY 


BUY NOW 

PAY 

2011 


EXPERT 

ADVICE 


100s 

OF 

BRANDS 



OFFERING EXCLUSIVE SAVINGS 

ON 1000’S OF BRANDED PRODUCTS 


Sony KDL-32W5810U 

32” 1080P Full HD B RAVI A LCD TV 
with Freesat HD Tuner 

* Motionflow 100HZ 

* BRAVIA Engine 3 

* 4 HDMI Inputs 

* DLNA Certifie 


LATEST DEALS AND PRICES ONLINE 


freesat 
digital Ej 



ISION.CO.uk OR CALL HOTLINE 0844 844 7520 


J 



Sony KDL-32W5500U 


32” 1080P Full HD BRAVIA LCD TV 


freesat 


digital [Vj 


Homi 


* Motionflow 1Q0HZ 

* BRAVIA Engine 3 

* 4 HDMI Inputs 

* 24p True Cinema 


LATEST DEALS & 
PRICES ONLINE 


| www.SQundandvision.CQ.uk 



Sony KDL-26S5500U 

26” HD Ready Bravia LCD TV 

• 720p / 1080i Resolution 

• 3 HDMI Inputs 

• PC Input 

•USB Photo Viewer 


LATEST DEALS & 
PRICES ONLINE 


| SALES HOTLINE 0844 8447520 


FREE DELIVERY - 0% FINANCE - EXPERT ADVICE - 100S OF BRANDS 



Sony BD-VE300 

5,1 Blu-Ray Home Theatre System 

• 1Q80p Full HO Blu-ray Disc player 

• Up-scales Standard DVD 

• 1G0QW total Power Output 

• iPhone / iPod Dock Included 


LATEST DEALS & 
PRICES ONLINE 


I SALES HOTLINE 0844 844 7520 



gyp 0 


Bftt'fwtf Otsr 


Sony BDP-S560 

Blu-ray Disc player with easy Internet features 



• Full HD lOSOp Video Output via HDMI 

• Upscales Standard DVDs 

• Wireless Photo Data Streaming 

• 24P True Cinema 


LATEST DEALS & 
PRICES ONLINE 


| www.soundandwisiori.co.uk 


SOUND & VISION 
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BOLTON BL4 9BB 

78 ARMLEY ROAD 
ARMLEY, LEEDS LS12 2EJ 



www.journai-piaza.net & www.treedowns.net 

























































































SOUND&VISION 

www.soundandvision.co.uk 

CALL OUR HOTLINE 0844 844 7520 



Panasonic TX-P50G10B 

50” 1080P FULL HD PLASMA TV 
WITH BUILT IN FREESAT-HD 



• 600Hz Picture Processing 

* 3 HDMI Inputs 

* 2,000,000:1 Contrast Ratio 

• SO Card Slot 


LATEST DEALS & 
PRICES ONLINE 



Panasonic TX-P50S1 OB 

50” Full HD Viera Plasma TV 


digital 


Fnfnfw 



• 1920 x 1080 Resolution / 24FPS 

• 2,000,000:1 Dynamic Contrast Ratio 

• 400Hz Intelligent Frame Creation 
•3 HDMI Inputs 


LATEST DEALS & 
PRICES ONLINE 


| www«sour*dandy is ion,co.uk 


FREE DELIVERY - 0% FINANCE - EXPERT ADVICE - 100S OF BRANDS 



* 720P/1080i Resolution 

* 2,000,000:1 Dynamic Contrast ratio 

* 3 HDMI Inputs 

* SD Memory Card Slot 


LATEST DEALS & 
PRICES ONLINE 


| www.soundandvision.co.uk 


* Full-HD Movie Playback 

* Smart Setup with Auto Speaker Setup 

* Various HD audio Decoders 

* Integrated Universal IPod Dock 


LATEST DEALS & 
PRICES ONLINE 


I www.soundandvisions o.uk 


Panasonic 

DMR-BS850 

Blu Ray Disc Recorder 
with 500GB Hard Disc Drive 


• Twin Fneesat HD Satellite Tuners 

• HD Recording & Playback 

• Upscales Standard DVDs JbO 

• Compatible with Freesat+ 

dlgttaiQj 


BUY NOW 

PAY 

2011 



Panasonic dmp-bdboeb 

Blu-Ray Disc Player 


ho mi 

* USB Connection for DivX, 
Jpeg and Mp3 

• BD Live Functions 


LATEST DEALS & 
PRICES ONLINE 


1 SALES HOTLINE 0044 &44 



Panasonic TX-P46G15 

46” 1080p Full HD Plasma TV 

difitatGj 



• 1920 x 1080 Resolution / 24 FPS 

• 600Hz Intelligent Frame Creation 

* Viera Cast& DLNA H. Networking 

* 4 HDMi Inputs 


| WWW spundandvision CQ.uk 


Panasonic TX-L26X10B 

26” HD Ready Viera LCD TV 



digital 

* 720P/108Gi Resolution anna 

* 24P Playback & 

Game Mode HD 

* V'Audio Surround tnm 

* 3 HDMI Inputs HP™ 


SOUND & VISION 

44-46 HIGHER MARKET 
STREET, FARNWORTH 
BOLTON BL4 9BB 


OPENING TIMES: 

MON - WED 9AM - 6PM 
THURS 9AM - 8PM 
FRI - SAT 9AM - 6PM 
SUN - 10AM -4PM 
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SOUND & VISION 

www.soundandvision.co.uk 

CALL OUR HOTLINE 0844 844 7520 



LG 42LF7700 

42” 1080P Full HD LCD TV 
with Freesat HD 


freesat 


1920 x 1080 Resolution / 24 FPS 
80,000:1 Dynamic Contrast Ratio 
Twin XD Engine / 100Hz Picture Processing 
3 HDMI Inputs 


digitaH"9l 


Hami 


I 


LATEST DEALS & PRICES ONLINE 


WWW.SOUNDANDVISION.CO.UK OR CALL HOTLINE 0844 844 7520 


] 


FREE DELIVERY - 0% FINANCE - EXPERT ADVICE - 100S OF BRANDS 



• 10SOp Upscaling Via HDMI 

• 1GG0W High Power Output 

* USB Connection 

* Multiple HD Audio Decoders 



LATEST DEALS & 
PRICES ONLINE 


| SALES HOTLINE 0844 844 7520 1 


digital E3 



LG 26LG4000 

26” HD Ready LCD TV with Integrated DVD Player 

* 72Gp / lOSOi Resolution 

* 3 HDMI Inputs 

• Integrated DVD Player | sales hotline0844 844 7520 

• PC Input '- 


LATEST DEALS & 
PRICES ONLINE 


Toshiba SD-490 


Yamaha RX-V1065 


DVD Player with DVD Up-Scaling 


7 Channel Powerful Surround Sound AV Receiver 




* DTS® Compatible 

* USB Connection 

* MP3 / Divx Playback 
*1 HDMI Output 


mas 


LATEST DEALS & 
PRICES ONLINE 


I SALES HOTLINE 0844 844 7520 


FREE 

DELIVERY 



Homi 


* HDMI 4 in/lout 

* HD audio Format Decoders 

* High picture & Sound Quality 

* Versatile Zone control 



LATEST DEALS & 
PRICES ONLINE 


wwnitf.soundancfviSiQn.co.uk | 



SOUND & VISION 
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OPENING TIMES: 
MON - WED 9AM - 6PM 
THURS 9AM - 8PM 
FRI - SAT 9AM - 6PM 
SUN - 10AM -4PM 


78 ARMLEY ROAD 
ARMLEY, LEEDS LSI2 2EJ 


SALES 

HOTLINE 

0844 844 7520 





































































FREE 

DELIVERY 


BUY NOW 

PAY 

2011 


EXPERT 

ADVICE 


! 100s I 

OF 

! brands! 

* * 



OFFERING EXCLUSIVE SAVINGS 

ON 1000s OF BRANDED PRODUCTS 



Yamaha RX-V565 

7-Channel Surround AV Receiver 


Horn 1 



1080p Upscaling Via HDMI 
10G0W High Power Output 
USB Connection 
Multiple HD Audio Decoders 


LATEST DEALS & 
PRICES ONLINE 


SALES HOTLINE 0844 844 1\ 



PRODUCTS 


Alphason MD-1300 

High end stand for 
Plasma/LCD Screens 

* Ideal For Screens Up To 60” 

* Toughened Safety Glass Shelves 

* Top Shelf Loading Of 95kg 

* Ball Feet For Easy & Safe Movement 



LATEST DEALS & 
PRICES ONLINE 


J 



LATEST DEALS & 
PRICES ONLINE 


• 108Qp-compatible HDMI (4 in/1 out) 

• On-screen display 

* Multiple HD Audio Format Decoders 

* High Picture & Sound Quality 


| www-soundandviSion.co.uk 


ALSO 

available in 

LIGHT OAK & 
WALNUT 


Alphason 

Aspect 
ASP900-B 

Minimalist Support For Plasma & LCD TVs 


• Universal Support 

• Highly Polished Glass 

• Flat Packed For Easy Assembly 

• High Quality Components 


LATEST DEALS & 
PRICES ONLINE 


| SALES HOTLINE 0844 844 71 



ABOUT US 

With over 15 years experience 
in the industry, we pride ourselves on 
providing a huge variety of the latest 
specialist branded products at very 
competitive prices. 


OUR SALES TEAM 

Our friendly sales team are always 
available to help, whether you want 
the latest deal or expert technical 
advice. Our aim is to provide the 
best service possible and ensure 
customer satisfaction. 


CREDIT & FINANCE 

We are pleased to be able to offer 
finance options on most of our 
products. Why not call now for 
further details or check online at 
www.soundandvision.co.uk 


For your convenience we accept: 

DELTA 


All offers, prices and slock are subject to availability and change. All goods remain tbe property of Sound and Vision until paid in full. 
We deliver only within mainland UK. Full terms and conditions of tbe sale are avai lable at www.soundandvision.co.uh/ter ms. Tbe terms of sale 
do not affect your statutory rights. All calls are recorded for training purposes. Prices correct at time of print. Buy now pay 201L is applicable 
in store and over the phone only for orders over £550 *** Subject to availability. 


SALES 

HOTLINE 

0844 844 7520 


www.journal-plaza.net & www.treedowns.net 





































































Product of 


the Month 


Flexible Inspection 
Camera System 

A really useful tool, this is a high quality 
inspection camera. It is a lightweight hand 
held device with a 1m flexible tube that 
allows you to view inside hard to reach 
places. The image is displayed on a high 
resolution colour monitor, and the 
monitor can even be detached and viewed 
wirelessly up to 10m away! The camera 
has built in IR emitters (adjustable) for use 
low light and is protected against 
submersion in water. We supply this 
inspection camera system as a complete 
kit in a hard carry case. 


The kit contains: 

* Inspection camera with 1 m probe 

* 1 m extension probe (2m total) 

* Hook tool, Magnet tool and Mirror tool, for affixing to 
probe end 

Example uses: 

* Check wiring within studded walls and cavities 

* See under floorboards 

* Check inside drains, nesting boxes, animal burrows, 
VCR's, connections under sinks, gas cookers, etc etc. 
Once youVe got one you'll keep finding new uses for it! 

Not only is the monitor wireless and detachable, it also 

has a video out socket so 

if you need to you can also record the output 


Code FICS 


£159 


Full Product Range Available on www.keene.co.uk 


HDMI Over single CATS 

The 1st generation HDMI over CATS transmitters used two 
runs of CATS cable. This new item can do the same job with 
a single run of CAT5 cable, great for adapting existing 
installations. The modules are plug and play with full auto- 
adjustment of feedback and equalisation 
and no user-intervention required., 

Full 10flOp at 50m! 


Code HDEX344 


KLAB20D 

A 20 Watt amplifier that fits flush to the wall! 

The Keene K-LAB-20 is a unique new product ideal for use in 
multi-room audio installations. It is a high quality stereo audio 
amplifier that's built into a standard sized UK double pattress. 
It provides 2QW (RMS per channel) of amplification eliminating 
the need to make space for a conventional 
amplifier. It draws its own power from 
an externally located mains adaptor and 
control is by infra red remote. 

* IR control - Full remote control 
{carrier frequency 56 KHz) 

* 20W RM5 per channel 

* Installer friendly screw terminals for speaker and line input 

Code KLABKITB 

(amplifier, & power supply) 


GIGAVIDEO 800 
Wireless HDMI Sender 

At last, a cable free solution for HDMI, Any of the four HD 
inputs (2 x component and 2 x HDMI) can be sent wirelessly 
up to 20m to the receiver. The signal is uncompressed and 
remains up to and induding 1O80p. IR feedback gives you 
source control from the viewing area. 

* locate your HDTV or projector wherever you want, — 

* Mount the receiver {out of sight)_ 

* Switch between 4 HD sources ^ 

* Operates even through wall 

* Supports all 4S0p, 720p, 

1080i and 1080p 

* Sends the HD signal 
uncompressed 

Code GV800 


Felston Digital Audio Delay 

If you own an A/V amplifier the DD74D is the definitive 
answer to tip sync error for up to four sources 

• 6S0ms delay (340ms for 9 6kHz signals) 

• On-thc-fly adjustment with no image overlay 
- 36 user preset delays 

• Remote control 

• Automatic 
optical/coax 
conversion 

• 4 digital audio inputs,^ 

2 digital audio outputs 

Code DD740 


8 Way Speaker Switch 

Takes the loudspeaker output from an amplifier and allows 
you to switch it between up to eight pairs of loudspeakers. 
Each speaker pair can be individually selected. A very 
affordable solution to multi room audio. 


Code 8WLS 


IR Anywhere 


The new Keene IR Anywhere system 

enables IR commands to be sent 

via local network or internet! 

* Control IR equipment via local 
network or anywhere in the world 
via internet 

* Can be combined with IR 
distribution system for large 
Installations 

* One-to-one or many-to-one control 

* Built in Dynamic DNS support 

* DHCP plug and play for LAN 


HDMI cables - HDMI plug to HDMI plug 




Code KIRA 
Code KIRAM 


1 pair of Modules 
Additional Module 


10SOp rated 3m length 

HDHDV3 

£14.99 

1080p rated 10m length 

HDHDV10 

£32.99 

Premium range 10SOp rated 3m length 

HDHD3 

£29.99 

Premium range 1 OSOp rated 10m length 

HDHD10 

£49.99 

Premium range 1 OSOp rated 15m length 

HDHD15 

£59.99 

professional range 2160p rated 1m 

HDHDC1 

£29.99 

professional range 2160p rated 3m 

HDHDC3 

£39.99 

plug professional range 2160p rated 7.5m HDHDC75 

£69.99 

HDMI cables - Adaptors 

Mini Display Port to HDMI adaptor 

MDPHDMI 

£14.99 

Video Conversion 

Scan to HDMI (720p> 

CS720PHD £119.69 

Component to HDMI 

CP2S0H 

£119.69 

RGB to 5-video 

RGB2S 

£69.99 

HD Component to RGB 

C2 RGB 

£99.99 

Compcisite/s-video to VGA 

AVT3300 

£44.28 

Composite/-video to component 

CPVSRGB 

£44.28 

Compcisite/s-vfdeo to HDMI 

CM 3 92 

£214.07 

Video over CATS 



Composite/s-vrdeo over CAT 5 (no IR) 

C5QC 

£89.99 

Composite/s-vldeo over CAT5 (with IR) 

C5QCA 

£99.99 

Composite/s-video with four remote receiver C5KDA4 

£269.00 

Component over CATS 

C5B 

£259.99 

Component over CAT5 {wallplate) 

C5QCCP 

£149.99 

AV wall outlet plates - single gang with rear HDMI socket 

white 

HCP26 

£29.99 

satin chrome 

HCP265 

£39.99 

double gang HDMI steel 

HCP265D 

£54.99 




We accept the following methods of payments: 

All prices include VATE & OE. All prices correct at time of print. 
Please check www.keene.ca.uk far the latest Information! 

bs. - ^ 

Ask for your FREE 
full catalogue 


electronics 


Order through our website WWW.keene.CO.llk 
Order through our catalogue 

by Phone 01332 830550 Monday to Friday 
by Fax 01332 830551 9 - 00am and 5 - 3 °P m 


itcS V 


www.journal-plaza.net & www.freedowns.net 
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-4 Software highlights UP Pixar proves it’s still the king of animation studios 
PANDORUM Deep-space horror hits Blu-ray SURROGATES Sci-fi noir with action icon Bruce Willis 
WHITEOUT Kate Beckinsale stars in a snow-bound thriller THE FINAL DESTINATION Can 3D save 
this horror franchise from terminal decline? LAST ACTION HERO Arnie in HD! AND MUCH MORE! 



Body of 
evidence 


Jennifer’s Body-> Region B/C BD 


Megan Fox leads the 
cast In this much-hyped 
teen horror comedy. 
Was it worth the wait? 
Read our verdict on p99 


HC 

Megi 

Ratings key 

Fant 

astic Mr Fox MM9 

Sam 

antha Fox ##### 

Jami 

e Foxx MM9 

Basil 

1 Brush_##### 
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Up: a film that caters for birds, 
dogs and wilderness scouts, 
let alone grumpy old men 


A bittersweet family 'toon on a stunning Blu-ray 



HCC VERDICT 

Up Walt Disney Home 
Entertainment -5 Region B 
BD-*£24 Approx 
We say: With its exceptional 
picture and audio, Up is another 
must-have Pixar Blu-ray 


Picture: ( 

ooooo 

Sound: ( 

ooooo 

Extras: ( 

ooooo 

Movie: 1 

ooooo 


Overall: O©©© 1 


Up is yet more proof that Pixar is mites ahead 
of any other American animation studio when it 
comes to imagination and storytelling, its latest 
work is a heart-wrenching but uLtimateLy uptifting 
story of aging and loss, wrapped up in a family- 
friendly tale of a bitter old man who relocates his 
house to South America and begins an adventure 
that takes in talking dogs, a mythical bird and an 
endearing young Wilderness Scout, Utterly fab, 
Mark Craven: We're starting to sound like a broken 
record when it comes to Pixar BLu-rays, but 
Up deLivers yet more flawLess hi-def viewing. 

The AVC 1.78:1 encode is perfect, packed with 
sumptuous colour and exquisiteLy delineated 
fine detailing that shows off the very best of BD, 
Technically, the disc is without reproach, 
presenting the source material without a trace 
of noise, colour banding or artefacting. 

Steve May: The sound design of Up is as mature 
as Carl Fredricksen, the movie’s main character. 

It’s not a film that screams for attention, instead 
it is smart, restrained and crafty. The dialogue, 
aLways clear as CG crystaL, is pre-eminent, whiLe 
MichaeL Giacchino’s memorabLe, emotionaL score 
is only as dramatic as it needs to be. The mix, a 5.1 
DTS HD Master Audio concoction, uses the rears 
to sparing but wonderful effect. The chase scenes 
gain extra momentum with steered front-to-back 



effects, and there’s a deep dynamic to the sonic 
action, though most audio is tethered up front. 
Anton van Beek: Walt Disney’s Blu-ray comes 
with a small but pLeasing collection of extras. 

The best of the bunch is the Cine-Explore 
picture-in-picture commentary from director Pete 
Docter and co-director Bob Peterson. It’s an 
exhaustive and informative Look at the film’s 
making, backed up with art and video. Also 
included are the animated shorts Partly Cloudy 
{which played before the film at cinemas) and 
Dug '$ Secret Mission; a 22-m in Making of L; 

The Many Endings of Muntz alternate 
scene; BD-Live 
Link; Easter 
Egg; AV 
calibration 
tools and a 
DVD copy of 
the film. 

For those craving 
more, there’s aLso 
a BD SpeciaL Edition 
(£27) with alL of the 
above, plus a third disc 
packing extra featurettes, 
games and promo 
material 
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Broken Embraces 

Pathfi -> Region BBD 
£25 Approx 

W ^ Spanish filmmaker 

Pedro Aimoddvar has 
made no secret of his 
love of the classic 
Hollywood 
melodrama, and his latest outing is yet 
another example of this. Stripped of 
the tamp' elements of his earlier flicks, 
the delightful Broken Embraces deals 
with blind writer-director Harry Caine 
as he tells his agent's son a tale of love, 
loss, filmmaking and obsession. 
Unsurprisingly, it looks sensational 
in hi-def. courtesy of a beautiful VC-1 
2,40:1 encode which makes amends 
for the rather flat DTS-HD MA5.1 audio. 
Extras include a short film, deleted 
scenes, o n -set footage a nd more. A vB 

00600 



The Firm 

Warner Home video-> A11-region BD 
£27 Approx 

Director Nick Love’s 
previous movies are 
an acquired taste, 
with their realistic. 
OTT violence and 
flowery language, and The Firm is 
no different. However, that's not 
necessarily a bad thing. Indeed, there's 
much to like about his retake on ALan 
Clarke's seminaL TV movie. Not only has 
he found a real star in former ticket tout 
Paul Anderson (Bex), but he has 
crafted a clever, touching tale. 

Filmed in HD, this BDsportsa 
top-notch VC-12,40:1108Gi encode and 
Dolby TrueHD 5.1 soundtrack. Plentiful 
extras include a lads' eye-view of the 
fi Im’s prod u ction. Tasty! RH 

06600 



The Final 
Destination 



EiV-t Region 2 DVD 
£20 Approx 

The 3D horror 
bandwagon rolls 
on with this lame 
attempt to inject 
some fresh blood into 
an ailing franchise. Sadly, apart from 
throwing body parts out of the screen, 
this latest Final Destination comes up 
with no new twists on the predictable 
narrative, and the death scenes Lack the 
invention of those that came before. 
EiV's two-disc DVD serves up a strong 
anamorphic 2,35:1 transfer on one disc, 
plus a disappointing anaglyph 3D 
version on another. Fulsome DD5.1 
audio accompanies both versions, 
but extras are Limited, AvB 




We asked you... 

Which wilt be 2QJQ’s biggest 
blockbuster movie ? 

H Alice in Wonderland 

■ Iron Man 2 Robin Hood 

■ Toy Story 3 1 C lash of the 
Titans ■ Harry Potter and the 
Deathly Hallows: Part One 

■ Other 


Results of poll from 
www.homednemachoice.com 



A right old Carrie on! 

A Foxy feminist slant on the teen horror genre 




Jennifer’s Body died a quick death 

at the cinemas, barely making back its $16million 
budget at the US box office. We’ve no idea why, 
but this quirky horror comedy certainly didn't 
deserve such a fate. Written by Diablo Cody and 
directed by Aeon Flux 's Karyn Kusama, Jennifer's 
Body is a neat feminist spin on the horror genre, 
with demonicalLy possessed Jennifer (Megan Fox) 
c ho wing down on Local boys in her smaLltown 
home. The only person who can stop Jen is her 
best friend Needy (Amanda Seyfried), but does 
she have what it takes to stop her murder spree? 
Mark Craven: Jennifer's Body unveils itself in hi-def 
courtesy of a pleasing AVC 1,85:11080p encode. 
While the opening scene in the mental institution 
suffers from (intentionally) boosted contrast, 
it soon settles down to deliver a richly-coloured, 
strongly-detailed presentation that draws you 
Into the action. A coupLe of night sequences 
suffer from less-than-stelLar black LeveLs, but 
other than this, I have no compLaints at all. 

Steve May: This Lightweight throwback comedy- 
horror tantalises with a high-resolution 5.1 
DTS-HD Master Audio mix that impresses without 
really pushing the design envelope. Good use is 
made of an angst-ridden MySpace playlist 
soundtrack, and DiabLo ('spot my cameo') Cody's 
trademark narration is locked centre-stage, 
sounding crisp, cLean and salty. There is no 
shortage of jolting effects for AV fans - when Jen 
makes her gore-soaked return, the soundtrack 
wastes no time cranking up the scare factor, 
but if you're seeking a multichannel chiLler 
that's a cut above the norm, you’ll need to find 
something else. 


Anton van Beek: For reasons best known to itself, 
20th Century Fox has begun 2010 by kicking UK 
Blu-ray buyers in the teeth, metaphorically 
speaking. First it ditched the commentary that 
appeared on the US BD of (500) Days of Summer, 
Now this UK BD of Jennifer's Body offers just the 
theatrical and (five-minute longer) extended cut, 
six deleted scenes and a gag reeL, Last year's US 
Blu-ray offered up all of that, plus a commentary 
for the theatrical cut, scene-specific commentary 
on the extended cut, a 14min behind-the-scenes 
featurette, video diaries, a 26-min Fox Movie 
Channel interview with DiabLo Cody and a Megan 
Fox PSA, So, thanks for nothing Fox UKJ 


VERDICT 

Jennifer's Body 
20th Century Fox 
Region B/C BD £29 Approx 
We say; A fun, smart, horror 
throwback on a good-looking 
disc, but what happened 
to alL the extras? 

Picture: OOOOO 
Sound: O0OOO 
Extras OOOOO 
Movie OOOOO 

Overall:! 
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100 SURROGATES--* PANDORUM -* STAN HELSING 



The hangover from hell 

Ever woken up in space surrounded by killer aliens? It's not recommended 


Pandorum is a fun piece of sci-fi schlock 
that feels so like a videogame adaptation (but 
isn’t) that you might end up grabbing your console 
controller while watching. It kicks off in fine 
style, with two astronauts awakening onboard 
their spacecraft with no recent memory. 

While exploring the ship, they find some very 
dangerous mutants onboard, and then things 
get really freaky... 

Mark Craven: Favouring a dark and dingy visual 
style, shot through with sickly-looking green, 
yelLowand blue colour washes, Pandorum doesn't 
always demonstrate the virtues of hi-def imagery. 
On closer inspection though, the AVC 2.40:1 
encode hoLds up very weLl given the tricky source 
material. Colours are vivid, detailing is generally 
very good and, when you get to the odd brighter 
lit-sequence (such as Leland's lair in Chapter 11) 
the sharpness of the visuals will blow you away. 
Steve May ; With its unpredictable clanks and 
shrieks, Pandorum 's 5.1 Dolby 
TrueHD soundtrack will rattle 
even the most steel-nerved 
viewers. Jurgen Funk's sound 
design artfully complements 
Wedigo von SchuLtzendorff’s 
claustrophobic 
cinematography, creating 
a dark, dank dangerous 
world, while Michl 
Britsch’s score doesn’t 
sound anything like most 
big-studio takes on the 
genre. The soundfield 
itself is fuLly immersive. 
There's plenty going on In 


all corners; the rears aren’t just for panning FX. 
When our hero Bower picks his way through a 
sleeping nest of aliens, you're right there with him; 
the LFE is also in near-constant, credible use, 
either adding depth to the confines of the ship 
or underpinning the action. Overall, Pandorum 
offers a surprisingly satisfying sonic experience. 
Anton van Beek: Don't get your hopes up too 
much for extras on the Pandorum Blu-ray. There's 
an informative commentary by producer Jeremy 
Bolt and director Christian Alvart (easily the most 
interesting bonus), 15 dele ted/alternate scenes, 
four stills galleries and a promo-style 14-minute 
Making of .. featurette. All of the video content is 
shown in lOSOp, but beyond the commentary, 
there’s Little to merit repeat visits. 


HCC VERDICT 

Pandorum 
Momentum Pictures 
All-region BD £25 Approx 

We say: A solid, if occasionally 
unspectacular, Blu-ray package 
for a fun piece of sci-fi schlock 

Picture: 00006 

Sound: ooeoo 

Extras: oeooo 

Movie: 06000 


Overall: 


Sons of Anarchy: 
Season One 

20th Century Fox -* R2 DVD 
£25 Approx 

¥X r s Sons of Anarchy 
is a Loose reworking 
of Shakespeare's 
Hamlet, but set in 
modem America and 
following the illegal activities of the 
titular outlaw motorcycle club. Across 
thel3 episodes of Season One you 
meet the members of the gang, watch 
them go to war with their rivals, and try 
to escape the wrath of an ATF agent. 
This fo u r-d isc set serves up st ro ng 
anamorphic 178:1 transfers and DD5.1 
audio. Extras are a trio of very good 
episode commentaries, four 
featurettes, 35 minutes of deleted 
scenes and a gag reel. AvB 




Doctor Who: 
PeLadon Tales 

BBC DVD-*R2 DVD 
£30 Approx 

The Latest Doctor 
Who collection 
comprises two Jon 
Pertwee-era tales, 
Curse of Pe/adoo and 
Monster of Peiadon, which share a 
setting and several characters. With 
Katy Manning as the assistant in one 
and Elisabeth Sladen in the other, it’s 
an unmissable bundle of sci-fi nostalgia. 
As usual, sterLing work has been done to 
restore the 4:3 picture, and there are 
fascinating extras including docs, 
production notes, storyboards, and 
interviews and commentaries. AIL that, 
and Ice Warriors too, makes for a 
must-have package for Whovians. CJ 




Last Action Hero 


Sony Pictures- 
£20 Approx 


All-region BD 



Well done to Sony 
for digging up this 
underrated action 
movie satire for a 
BLu-ray reLease. 

It's a shame about the total absence 
of extras, though. For a film so heavily 
packed with Hollywood references and 
cameos, it’s crying out for a trivia track 
at the very least. 

Still, at least you get a 5,1 DTS-HD 
mix that revels in the gunfire, squealing 
tyres and explosions, and heavy metal 
soundtrack (AC/DC, Megadeth, 
Aerosmith, etc), but the AVC 2.35:1 
encode is rather average, with copious 
Levels of noiseand a Loss of detail 
In the darker scenes. MC 
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Stan Helsing 

Anchor Bay-* Region 2 DVD 
£16 Approx 

I don't usually 
subscribe to the idea 
that films can incite 
violence, but after 
87 minutes of Stan 
Helsing, I'm committing my life to 
hunting down everybody involved in it 
The latest from the 'From One of the 
Guys Who Brought You Scary Movie' 
template, this excruciating parody pits 
stonerStanFlelsing and chums against 
horror heavyweights Fweddy, Mason, 
MichaeL Crier, Needlehead, and 
PLeatherface. Arguably one of the worst 
films ever made, it hits DVD with an 
acceptable anamorphic 1.78:1 transfer, 
DD5.1 audio and afair raft of extras, 
which Lift it from zero to one star. AvB 

ooeoo 











Techno prisoners 


Zonked out: Looking 
sophisticated even when 
blind drunk is the sign of 
a real lady 


There's a lot to like about this sci-fi flick - once you get beyond Bruce's wig 


Surrogates is definitely a film worth 

persevering with. The first 10 minutes seem like 
little more than a hackneyed mix of Demolition 
Man, Minority Report and Total Recall, onLy with 
Bruce Willis in a silly wig; however, by the end 
of the first act it blossoms into something much 
more enjoyable - an engrossing, cleverly plotted 
sci-fi flick with a film noir feel and a couple of 
standout action sequences, 

WilLis is given able support by Aussie hottie 
Radha Mitchell, along with Ving Rhames and 
James Cromwell. Director Jonathan Mostow 
(Terminator 3: Rise of the Machines) buiLdsthe 
futuristic world - where humans stay at home 
and conduct their Lives through surrogate 
robots - via a solid blend of CGI and 
location shooting. He also brings the 
film in at a very tight 85 minutes. 

Maybe they should let him make 
Transformers X. 

Mark Craven: The majority of my 
movie-viewing is now via Blu-ray, 
so I was pleased that I wasn’t too 
put off by Surrogates ’ 2.35:1 
anamorphic DVD presentation. 

Sure, there's some occasional 
mosquito noise, and scenes that 
lack image depth and colour punch, 


but the print itself is spotless, and certain 
sequences, particularly the outdoor Location shots 
of Boston, are about the best you’ll see on 
a standard-def platter. 

Rik Henderson: With all the talk about Lossless 
audio, it's easy to forget how good lossy Dolby 
Digital 5,1 soundtracks can get. The DD5,1 mix 
on Surrogates 1 DVD release provides ample 
proof of this - a raucous, bombastic affair that 
generates a convincing 3D soundscape, teaming 
with excellent positional effects and some 
seriously weighty bass. 

Anton van Seek: The onLy extras present on 
this R2 DVD are an audio commentary by 
director Jonathan Mostow and a music 
video for a song you've probably never 
heard of. If you want additional 
featurettes/deleted scenes you’ll 
need to shell out for the Blu-ray 
edition. That said, Mostow’s 
commentary is a cracker It may 
be a one-hander, but there’s 
no dead air and he goes into 
exquisite detail about the 
entire film’s production, 
covering pretty much 
everything you’d expect 
from a Making of „ doc. 


www.freedowns.net 




HCC VERDICT 

Surrogates WaLt Disney Home 
Entertainment-* R2 DVD 
£16 Approx 
We say: An enjoyable sci-fi romp 
given short thrift in terms of 
extras on DVD 

Picture: OOGOO 
Sound: 06000 
Extras: 06000 

Movie: 06600 

Overall:©00O0 
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HCC VERDICT 

Thirst Palisades Tartan 
Region B BD £25 Approx 

We say A stunni ng hi-def outing 
for this Korean vampire flick, 
which only comes up short in 
terms of extras 

Picture: oeooo 

Sound: OOGG0 

Extras: ooooo 
Movie: OOOOO 

Overall: 


More blood, vicar? 

This fangtastic Korean vampire flick has plenty of bite 


Thirst finds Oldboy director ParkChan-wook 
trying his hand at the vampire genre. And, as fans 
of his earlier films might expect, the result is 
darkly humorous, completely unconventional, 
and utterLy excellent in every way. 

Song Kang-ho plays Sang-hyeon, a young 
priest who becomes a vampire after a blood 
transfusion. Working at a hospital for terminal 
patients gives him all the blood he can crave, 
but things get really complicated when he truly 
embraces his new life - beginning a torrid affair 
with the wife of an old friend and granting her 
eternal life as well, 

Mark Craven: Park Chan-wook's unique take on 
the vampire genre makes for a beautiful hi-def 
viewing experience. While its disc might come 
up a little short elsewhere (see below), there's 
no denying the quality of the A VC 2.40:11080p 
encode that Palisades Tartan has sourced for 
this BD platter. Fine object detail is exceptional, 
colours are perfectly rendered and there’s not 
a trace of any technical issues (macro bloc king, 
mosquito noise, colour banding, etc) with the 
source material or the encode itself. Let's hope 
that the company maintains this high standard, 
Steve May: Those looking for a sonic revelation 
wiLL find their faith (at least partially) rewarded 
with Thirst. This offbeat tale has a marvellousLy 
unpredictable, if somewhat spare, soundtrack that 
provides a neat counterbalance to the striking 
visuals. The soundtrack, a 5.1 DTS-HD Master 
Audio Korean mix, is weighted to the front L/C/R, 
but effects slurp out when appropriate and the 
technical clarity is high. What’s particularly 
refreshing is that Thirst challenges preconceptions 
throughout The use of Bach on the soundtrack 


is surprising, but strangely in keeping with the 
off- kilter nature of Park Chan-wook's vision. 

Not your usual vampire fare for sure, but curiously 
involving all the same. 

Anton van Beek: Sadly, the Korean company 
handling Thirsts native release hadn't sorted its 
supplementary material by the mastering 
deadline for this UK disc, so Palisades Tartan has 
been left to create its own bonus features. What 
we’ve ended up with (a 14-min interview with the 
director, 13-mi n Q&A at the National Film and 
Television School and trailer - all in hi-def) are 
fine, but a fiLm this good Is crying out for more. 


Coffin Rock 

High Fliers-* R2 DVD 
£13 Approx 

This Australian 
alternative to Fatal 
Attraction stars Lisa 
ChappelL as Jessie, 
one half of a married 
couple struggling to get pregnant, 
Aftera drunken row with her husband, 
Jessie has an Ill-advised quickie with 
enigmatic stranger Evan, and soon 
discovers she has a bun in the oven. 
Who is the daddy. Jessie's hubby or the 
obsessive Evan, who has his own plans 
formother and child? 

This engaging thriller has a 
good-looking anamorphic 1.78:1 transfer, 
liveLy stereo and DoLby Digital 5.1 audio 
mixes, and an informative 30-min 
Making of... documentary, AvB 




The Beast 
Stalker: 2-Disc 
Collector’s Edition 

Cine Asia-*R2 DVD 
£16 Approx 



Hong Kong crime 
movie deserves. But itsoon becomes 


At first, this two-disc 
set looks like the slick 
DVD package Dante 
Lam's acclaimed 


apparent that it has issues, as the 
anamorphic 1.78:1 transfer is an obvious 
standards-conversionjob with all the 
frame blurring you'd expect, robbing 
the film of any visual panache. 
Elsewhere, the interviews and 
featurettes are superficial and reveaL 
Little about the production. Happily, 
the wonderfully enveloping DD5.1 
soundtrack packs a real punch, AvB 



House 

Eureka Entertainment-* R2 DVD 
£18 Approx 

Eureka unearths 
another little-known 
gem for its Masters of 
Cinema Series with 
the UK DVD debut of 
Obayashi Nobuhkio's 1977 outing House. 
Explaining the plot is impossible, but it 
invoLvessome Japanese schoolgirls and 
a deadly house, and feelsakin to being 
in Hunter S Thompson’s drug-addled 
brain while watching a Scoohy-Doo 
marathon on TV. Bonkers, but brilLiant. 

This wacky one-off has been 
treated to the usual quaLity treatment 
we've come to expect from the label, 
including a remastered anamorphic 
1.55:1 transfer, 88 minutes of interviews 
and a collectible booklet. AvB 



Pontypool 

Kaleidoscope -* ALL-region BD 
£20 Approx 

Stephen Me Hattie is 
a late-night QJ who 
keeps hearing reports 
about mysterious 
acts of violence 
in a small Canadian town. Set mainly 
in a radio station, this Low-budget 
chiller injects fresh life into thezombie 
genre thanks to great performances 
from the leads and a cracking central 
concept. The AVC 2.35:11080p imagery 
looks sharp for a indie flick, whiLe the 
audio is a restrained DTS-HD 5.1 affair. 
Extras include a chatty commentary 
from the writer and director, two short 
films, the trailer, a photo gallery 
and a BD-exclusive 56-minute radio 
adaptation. AvB 
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104 WHITEOUT -* BLU-RAY DOCUMENTARIES 


For All Mankind Soul Power 



Eureka-^Region BBD 
£23 Approx 

For All Mankind was 
a labour of love for 
|ou rna l ist-turned- 
I documentary 

" filmmaker Al Reinert; 

he convinced NASA to let him go 
through 6,000 hours of negatives 
about the Apollo project. The story 
of the 24 men who travelled to the 
moon uses their words and images to 
make remarkable, beautiful cinema. 
Despite much of the footage being 
blown up from scratchy 16mm stock, 
the AVC 1.37:1 encode looks surprisingly 
good, but the DTS-HD MA and Dolby 
TrueHD 5.1 mixes are also limited by the 
source. Top-notch extras include a chat 
track, Making of.,, and more. AvB 


Eureka-* All-region BD 
£23 Approx 

The d i rectori al debut 
of When IVe Were 
BL K/ngs editor Jeffrey 
HO Levy-Hints, Soul 
Pow/erdrawsonthe 
same footage as the award-winning 
documentary. But the focus here is on 
the three-day music festival "Zaire 74' 
that took place in its build-up. 
Featuring a Legendary lineup, it’s a 
fantastic concert doc, and this Masters 
of Cinema BD works wonders with 
the grainy 16mm footage. Even more 
impressive are the Dolby TrueHD and 
DTS-HD MA 5.1 mixes. Bonus goodies 
include extra scenes and performances, 
an interview with the director, trailer 
and a 36-page booklet AvB 


Shorts 



Warner Home Video-* All-Region BD 
£23 Approx 

While the rest of the 
world waits for him 
to start on Sin City 2. 
one-man studio 
Robert Rodriguez 
seems content to keep knocking out 
famiLy films inspired by his kids. This 
one isn't too bad (especially for those 
under ten), focusing on some kids who 
f i nd a magi c stone that ma kes thei r 
wishes come true. Cue giant robots, 
spaceships, superpowers and more. 
This Blu-ray edition boasts a curious, 
waxy VC-11.78:1 encode and a punchy 
Dolby TrueHD 5J soundtrack. Extras are 
limited to two short behind-the-scenes 
featurettes, plus Ten-Minute Cooking 
and Film Schools. AvB 


Stardust: 
Special Edition 

Paramount-* All-region BD 
£20 Approx 



I have a soft spot for 
Matthew Vaughn s 
2007 adaptation of 
Neii Caiman's debut 
novel Stardust, 


and the Blu-ray only enhances it. 

This "Special Edition’ offers an 
impressive AVC 2.40:1 encode, but 
ditches the old HD DVD's DoLby Digital* 
5.1 mix for a more full-blooded DTS-HD 
MA 5.1 soundtrack. Much improved 
extras include a commentary by Vaughn 
and co-writer Jane Goldman, five-part 
55-min Making o/L doc, featurette with 
Gaiman and ilLustrator Charles Vess, 
five deleted scenes, a blooper reel 
and the trailer. Lovely. AvB 



Snow reason to get excited 

Even Kate Beckinsale in her pants can't warm up this chilly thriller 




DTS-HD Master Audio mix is alL frantic score and 
trowel Led-on wind effects. Despite making a Lot of 
noise there is nothing in the audio design to make 
the frigid Location even vaguely believable. In 
many respects, this movie sounds just like any 
standard US TV action hour. It’s hardly worth the 
effort of powering up your AV receiver, 

Anton van Seek: There’s not much to get excited 
about when it comes to extra features here. 

ALL you get are a pair of 12-min featurettes (one 
about the shoot, the other about adapting the 

originaL comic series for the screen), 
two deleted scenes and a trailer 
- all in HD, The good news for this 
Region B title is that the US release 
fared no better in this regard. 


HCC VERDICT 

Whiteout Optimum 
Region BBD-*£20 Approx 
We say: A somewhat 
disappointing BLu-ray disc for a 
somewhat disappointing film 

Picture: 00600 
Sound: OO0OO 
Extras; 00006 
Movie: 00006 

Overall:000Q0 



Whiteout is the kind of high-concept idea 
HolLywood thrives on. A US Marsh alL stationed 
in an Antarctic base is probably not going to see as 
much action as you might think, but the seLf-exile 
of Kate Beckinsale is rudely awakened when 
a ‘popsicle’ corpse is found out on the ice. 

Soon the body count is building up faster than 
a snowdrift in Dumfries, and a storm is coming 
that will cut off the base for the Winter- 

Based on a highly-regarded graphic novel by 
Greg Rucka, Whiteout takes what could be a taut, 
economic premise and turns it into slow-moving 
slush. You know a movie is in trouble when the 
opening reeL is a lazy, Lingering shower-scene. 

And at the end it’s all that remains memorable, 
Mark Craven ; While by no means bad, this 
Biu-ray’s 2,40:1 framed AVC lOSOp encode 
can best be described as inconsistent Filmed 
in subzero conditions, with Canada's frozen 
Lake Manitoba doubLing for the Antarctic, 
the production team make it clear in the 
accompanying Making of doc that they faced 
some weather-related 
difficulties on the shoot, 
and this has clearly 
affected the quality of 
the imagery. Some 
exterior scenes offer 
remarkable clarity, whiLe 
others are far murkier. 
Interiors fair better, though, 
with improved fine detailing 
and warm fleshtones. 

Steve May: in an effort to 
create the illusion of 
excitement, Whiteout's 5,1 
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HOME CINEMA HI-FI MULTI-ROOM DESIGN AND CUSTOM INSTALLATION 


* Some brands/prodnets are not available at all stores ■ please confirm before travelling 
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REAL STORES 

REAL PEOPLE 

REAL PRODUCTS 

REAL VALUE 

| THE EXPERTS IN HOME ENTERTAINMENT | 


LCD & PLASMA SCREENS 


RLU-RAY DISC PLAYERS 



Philips 

42PFL9664 42"' LCD TV 
This awanchwlnning TV features 
built in Wi-Fi web access, full HD, 
20QHz motion smoothing and 
with a cuTOng edge 1 ms response 
time. Native contrast is SOjOQOT, 
although the new Ambillght 
Spectra 2 rear-projecting coloured 
LEDs are claimed to g ; ve a further 
r perceiverf improvement in oon- 
least. And at only 49mm thick, the 
'9664 is easily wail-moantab^-. 



Samsung 

UE46B8Q0Q 
LED-backlit TV 

At only 2.9cm deep, Samsung 
UE46B800G is breathtakingfy thin. 
On its LEChbgcklit screen, vivid 
details are captured in every frame. 
Picture edge-blur removed and full, 
robust colour restored to each pixel. 

it's a remarkable feat of design, 
on or off 





Panasonic 

Viera TX-P46Z1 
WirelessHD Plasma TV 
Siting at the Lop of Panasonic^ 
Viera range this.^super-thin 
plasma television, complete 
with separate media box, 
streams 1080p24 wirelessly 
allowing full HD Blu-ray video 
to be displayed with no wires 
whatsoever. The is a big 
step forward in TV design. 




Philips Cinema 21 $ 56PFL9954H 
56* Super Widescreen LCD TV 

introd udng the i nnovatlve Philfps 56 p super widescreen relev* sfon ■ the 
first mass-market screen offering a truly cinematic ratio, ideal for watching 
GnemaScope movies on without the letterbox effect 



Panasonic DMR-BD80 

The 'BD80 from Panasonic blends 
comprehensive features with top- 
drawer picture and sound quality. 




Pioneer BDP-LX52 

Enjoy Blu-iay disc as it should be.the 
BDP-LX52 is a mid-range marvel giv¬ 
ing class-leading picture and sound. 


Sony BDP-5760 

Award-winning player from Sony. Other 

models include the entry-level BDP-5360 



Sony BDP-55 GOOES 

The BDP-5SODOE5 is a cinephile-grade 
machine with full Profile 2.0 support, 
internal decoding and bitsLreamsng of 
DTS-HD and DolbyTrueHD. 



HOME CINEMA AMPLIFIERS & RECEIVERS 


Sony STR-DH 800 

If you're looking for your first home cin¬ 
ema receiver, this award-winning Bony 
should definitely be on your shortlist. 




Denon AVR-23101AVRI910 

Award-winning receivers from Denon. 
Other models available indude the 
AVft-3310 and AVft-4310. 



Pioneer V5X-919AH 

Take advantage of the internal decoding 
of advanced HD audio formats to troy 
enjoy a foil HD viewing experience with 
Pioneer's VSX seres receivers. 





Pioneer SOLX82 
Bringing studio quality sound toyour 
Iving room. Pioneer's goal is for you to 
experience film and musiejustasthe 
creators intended. 



Make 
the right 
choice 


Stores 

Nationwide 


Custom 

Installation 


Al I Seve noa ks r stores stock Stores with Ced ia qua I ified 


With 37 years" experience, nobody knows 
more about getting the most from music 
and movies, Sevenoaks can help you choose 
individual components or design and 
install a complete system from scratch. 

When you arrange a demonstration at your 
local store, Sevenoaks" experts will give you the 
time you need to evaluate the various options 
to help find a solution that is perfect for you, 

www.journal-plaza.net & www.freedowns.net 


a wide range of products, 
have comfortable 
demonstration rooms, 
provide first-class 
customer service and can 
deliver and install your 
purchase. 


staff also provide a bespoke 
design and installation 
service. They have unrivalled 
expertise in all areas of 
home automation and can 
demonstrate a wide range 
of installation options. 


Buy Online 

Looki ng for mail order? 
Then visit the new online 
store at www.ssav.com 
You'll find a range of great 
products* along with 
great prices, 

A click-and-collect option 
Is also available. 

























































PRICE POLICY 


Due to the competitive nature of consumer electronics our offers are reviewed 
on a weekly basis, For latest prices please visit www.5SAV.com 


PROJECTORS 


Sim2 Domino D60 

Designed to bring outstanding gusli t y to a budget con- 1 
scions home cinema enthusiasLthe projector features full : 
HD ( 1920 v. 10aO} resolution and a 1 0000; 1 contrast ratia : 


Optoma HD20 * HD82 

; These new full HO DLP projectors from Optoma combine 
■ g*eat perfofmanes with outstanding val ue 




HOME CINEMA SPEAKERS 



KEF KHT3G05SE 

Building on the strengths of the EISA award- 
winning original 3005 package, the KKTJOOSSE's 
is an extremely high performance, yet room- 
friendly, 5,1 speaker package, 


also available khtooc&s 



ALSO AVAILABLE RADIUS R90HD10 


B&W Mini Theatre MT-25 

Looking for big movie sound from a smaS 
sound system ?Vou have just found it The 
B&W iytt-25 AV Speaks Package is the 
latest in the awancKvinning mini theatre 
range from Bovvers & Wilkins. 


Q Acoustics 2000 Cinema Pack 

Q Acoustics' engineers demanded undvalled sonic 
performance and breathtaking value, With 
the award-wfnning 2000 Cinema Pack, their 
designers have surpassed themselves making 
it the natural choice for both home cinema 
enthusiasts and discerning music lovers. 


Monitor Audio Silver RX6 AVI 2 

Using techniques and materials from the Platinum and Ggid ranges, 
the Silver PX series of slimline hi-fi and home cineme speakers are 
available in a choice of real wood veneers and high-gloss piano 
finishes to cormpSennent any room. 



B&W Panorama Soundbar 

Styiish 5.1 channel soundbar 
combining high-end performance and 
convenience, Ideal for screens 4(7 plus. 



ANY A/V OR HI-FI AMP/RECEIVER 
AT RRP AND CLAIM I/P TO 

% OFF 

THE RRP OF THE SPEAKERS^ 

OF YOUR CHOICE* 



*MAX RRP OF SPEAKERS £1000, MOST, BUT NOT ALL, BRANDS INCLUDED, 
NICWAOO. E&GE. ASK IN-STORE FOR DETAILS VALID UNTIL 10/03/2010 


r 

BLIMRAY DISC 

SONY BDP-S360 

£ SSAV.COM 

PLAYERS 

PANASONIC DMP-BD60 

1149 OR less; 


SONY BDP-S760 

£329 OR LESS! 


More at SSAV.com 

PIONEER BDP-LX52 

£499 OR LESS! 

A/V 

SONY STR-DH800 

mpum £259 OR LESS! 

RECEIVERS 

DEN ON AVR-1910 

(Rnp£*r?i £ SSAV.COM 


YAMAHA D5P-Z7 

nr;-'£ii:n. £1399 OR LESS! 


More at SSAV.com 

PIONEER SC LXS2 

■rrp f is??) £1699 OR LESS! 


r 

AW 

Q ACOUSTICS 2000 CINEMA PACK top £ 543 ; 

£499 OR LESS; 

SPEAKERS 

KEF KHT3005SE 

(RRp im 

£ SSAV.COM 


B&W MT-25 


£969 OR LESS! 


(RRP f 974) 

More at SSAV.com 

MON AUDIO RADIUS R90 HDIO 

«*£«» £1269 OR LESS! 


SCREENS 


MoreatSSAV.com 


PHILIPS 32PFL7^}4 
PANASONIC TXH37S10 
PHILIPS 42PFL9664 
SAMSUNG UE46B8000 


£ SSAV.COM 
fSSAVCQM 
fSSAV.COM 
£ SSAV.COM 


HI-FI 

CD PLAYERS 


MARANT2 CD6003 
NAD C545BEE 
ARC AM FMJ CD 17 


£249 OR LESS! 
£279 OR LESS! 
£ SSAV.COM 


More at SSAV.com 

CYRUS CD 6 SE (2009 MODEL) 


£679 OR LESS! 

HI-FI 

MARANTZ PM6003 

(RRP £2991 

£249 OR LESS! 

AMPLIFIERS 

HOTEL RA-Q4SE 

(RRP £2990 

£299 OR LESS! 


ARCAM FMJ AtS 

(RRP £6001 

fSSAV.COM 

More at S5AV.com 

CYRUS 6XP 

(RRP £9000 

£899 OR LESS! 





pr - 

HI-FI 

WHARFiDALE DIAMOND 10.1 

(RRP £1991 

£ 5SAV.COM 

SPEAKERS 

B&W 68b 

(RRP £3791 

£379 OR LESS! 


MON AUDIO SILVER RX6 

(RRP £7501 

£749 OR LESS! 

More at SSAV.com 

SPENDORA6 

{f)PP£1995l 

£1989 OR LESS! 

SYSTEMS 

DENON D-M37DAB 


£189 OR LESS! 


PANASONIC SC-BT200 


£399 OR LESS! 


ARCAM SOLO MINI* 


£749 OR LESS! 


TEAC REFERENCE 600* 


£999 OR LESS! 

More at SSAV.com 

* FREE WHARFEDALE EJIAM 

0ND10.1 SPEAKERS 


PLEASE NOTE Seme brands/product 5 are not available at all staves. Spetial/adided value offers are net in conjunction with any 
other offer (NKVWVOOi. ADVERT VALID UNTIL 1 <WJ3/2<H C* E&OE. 


Aberdeen 01224 252797 
Bedford 01234272779 
Brighton Hove 01273 733336 
Bristol 0117 974 3727 
Bromley 020 6290 1968 
Cambridge 01223 304770 
Chelsea 020 7352 9466 
Cheltenham 01242 241171 
Epsom 01372 720720 
Exeter 01392 218695 
Glasgow 0141 332 9655 
Guildford 01483 536666 


ffolbom 020 7837 7540 
Kingston 020 8547 0717 
Leeds Wetherby 01937 586866 
Lintoln 01522 527397 
Loughton 02085320770 
Maidstone 01 622 606366 
Manchester 0161 831 7969 
Norwich 01603 767605 
Nottingham 01159112121 
Oxford 01665 241 773 
Plymouth 01752 226011 
Poole 01202 671677 


Reading 01189597768 
Seven oaks 01732459555 
Sheffield 0114 255 5861 
Southampton 023 8033 7770 
Swindon 01793 610992 
Tunbridge Wells 01892 531543 
Watford 01923 213533 
Witham Essex 01376 501733 
Yeovil 01935 700078 

Ireland Dublin 01 2751100 
Pricing may vary from the UK 



® WWW.SSAV.COM 


www.journal-plaza.net & www.freedowns.net 












































































108 3D WOES-*7.1 BLU-RAY SOUNDTRACKS-* STANDARD-DEF QUALITY 


Feedback 


Got an axe to grind? Want to comment on current 
technology? Need to share? is here to help 


Standard-def lite 

Like most readers 1 like to keep 
up with the latest technology 
and will often go one step 
further than reading your 
reviews and inspect new 
televisions in the shops. 
Without fail they will be 
displaying a high-definition 
broadcast, or Blu-ray, but 
generally staff are only too 
happy to switch to a standard- 
definition image if they can 
sniff a sale in the air. That is 
when these beautiful-looking 
sets fall down. I have a Pioneer 
PDP-436SXE, not even a Kuro, 
and I haven't found one that 
can match it for a standard-def 
picture - and that, after all, 
is what many of us watch 
most of the time. There must 
be a lot of disappointed 
customers out there. Bearing 
in mind that probably applies 
to most of the world, I’m 
beginning to wonder why 
no one has tried to take up 
Pioneer’s baton when it comes 
to excellent aLL-round images, 
John Ranklne, via email 

You make a good point, but 
there’s no doubt that TV 
picture processing continues 
to improve. Your Pioneer 
display is unusual in that it is 
a 1024 x 768 display. This 
means that it has brighter, 
bigger pixels than current Full 
HD screens, which in turn 
makes it kinder to standard- 
definition images, yet it is still 
able to display a nice 720p 
hi-def picture. If the bulk of 
your viewing is regular TV and 
DVD, it will continue to do a 
grand job. But with more HD 
content becoming available 
we suspect your interest may 
ultimately shift to a screen 
able to make the most of this. 
And that’s when you will really 
see the benefits. 


I want better audio 

I have recently bought a Sony 
BDP-S560 Blu-ray player 
which I believe is able to decode 
all the current audio formats. 

It is connected to a Sony 
STR-DE695 AV receiver via 
a digital coaxial cable and the 
sound is very immersive. 

My question is: with the 
receiver being old in tech terms, 
will I be getting the best out of 
my Blu-ray discs, or is it time 
for an upgrade to my receiver 
- and, if so, will I notice a 
big difference? 

Edward Kelly* Isle of Man 



Pioneer s PDP-436SXE has a resolution favourable to SD 


If you had bought a Blu-ray 
player with multichannel 

analogue outputs, 
you could have 
run these into 


letter 


I'm no 


the 5.1 anaLogue inputs of 
your 5TR-DE695 (theones 
originally provided for DVD- 
Audio and Super Audio CD). 
Decoding for Blu-ray's loss Less 


formats could have been done 
in the player and delivered to 
the AVR. As it is, you will only 
hear conventional ‘lossy’ DO 
5.1 and DTS coming through 


longer an early adopter! 


I was delighted to read HCC 
#178, but my delight turned to 
dismay when I read your article 
regarding the HDMI vl.4 profile 
required to view the new 
3D Blu-ray content. More 
specifically, the fact that none 
of my current kit supports 
this profiLe. 

Over the Last two years, 

I have purchased a Sony 
DA-530GES AVR, a JVC 
DLA-HD1 projector, a Pioneer 
PDP-LX5090 TV and an LG 
BD-390 Blu-ray player. 

When I’m told that not a 
single item of my high-end 
setup is compatible with 
3D technology, nor is it 
upgradable with a firmware 
update, you will have to excuse 
me if S feel more than 
a little angry. 

The whole HDMI 
specification has been 



a complete joke since day 
one. Firstly, we were advised 
to buy a piece of equipment 
which was profiLe vl. Then vl.l 
was released, and so on and 
so forth, until we have now 
been presented with vl.4. 

The joke of it is that none of 
the AV kit avaiLabLe, aside from 
the PlayStation 3, is 
upgradable, effectively 
rendering everything 
out there obsolete! 

I am already on my third 
BD deck in as many years 
because of this ridiculous 
rate of change. It seems like 
the industry is alienating the 
very people that invest 
serious money in their 
high-end products. Early 
adopters are constantly being 
asked to bend over and pick 
up the soap, and it’s fust not 
fair. The more that you spend, 


the more that it stings every 
time the industry does a 
U-turn. The fact that I, as an 
AV enthusiast, am expected to 
ditch my current TV, projector, 
receiver and Blu-ray player 
and start all over again for the 
privilege of donning a pair of 
3D glasses in my living room 
is beyond belief. 
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Sign up to HCC online! 

Don’t be an Alan Smithee! Joining Home Cinema 
Choice’s online community is free, fast and fun 

On the home page of www.homecinemachoice.com, scroll down the 
right-hand side of the page until you see the Login box. Click the Join Here 
button, choose a username and then 
create your profile. You can upload 
an image to represent you online and 
use your signature to tell fellow AV 
fans about your own system 
automatically every time you post, 
joining the big AV debate online has 
never been easierl 








B 


your digital connection. 
There's no doubt that 
upgrading the receiver to one 
able to decode Dolby TrueHD 
and DTS-HD Master Audio 
via HDMl t Like the £350 
STR-DHSOO, will give you 
a big boost in performance. 

Thank Who! 

Just a note from the guys in 
the Doctor Who Restoration 
Team to thank you for 
honouring us with the award 
for Best DVD Exclusive’ in 
the HCC 2009 Awards. We 
appreciate the recognition, 
especially as it's from the 
country’s premiere mainstream 
home cinema mag! 

Steve Roberts, Senior Post 


Production Engineer, BBC 
Studios and Post Production 

It's our pleasure Steve 
- congratulations once again 
on your win. We doff our 
collective caps to the fabulous 
work you guys have been 
doing. On a broader note, 
we continue to be astounded 
by the benefits new digital 
restoration techniques are 
bringing to our hobby. We just 
Love having to buy those old 
classics all over again! 

Shortage of 7.1 

I have been a reader of your 
mag since day one. I would like 
to know why many amplifiers 
don't have metal binding posts 


for speakers, as all good 
speakers have them. They 
don't cost much. 

Also, are we not going to 
have 7.1 DTS audio on BLu-ray 
discs, as most of us have 
a setup for 7.1? 

Jamie r via email 

The number of Z1 DT5-HD 
Master Audio titles is 
undeniably thin, but that's 
simply because the majority 
of releases aren’t lucky enough 
to have been lavished with 
such sonic-sational attention 
to detail. But when they come 
along, they're usually treasures 
well worth tracking down. Read 
our Playback reviews so that 
you don't miss out 

Moving on, the issue of 
binding posts is entirely down 
to cost. Even when individual 
components are seemingly 
inexpensive, they collectively 
become burdensome to 
manufacturers. In terms of 
bangs for the buck, though, 
modern AVR receivers 
offer quite astonishing value 
for money. 

What’s in your Labs? 

Why don't you ever test AV 
receivers in 7.1 mode? I want 
to know an amp's true power 
output before I buy, I am a Hong 
Kong movie fan and just about 
every BD release of that ilk 
carries a 7.1 mix Update your 
hardware reviews to 7.1 status 
and your mag will be perfect. 

Oh, and in case you are 
interested, I am one of the many 
people with no interest in 3DI 
Adrian Naunton, via email 

Happily, we've recently 
installed new test 
equipment to do just that. 

Our Audio Precision APx585 
Multichannel Audio Analyser 
will be in service soon; 
we’re just running tests to 
establish working methods. 
Expect an update on this 
and our other new testing 
kit in the near future 

-\ 

Write to Letters, Home Cinema 
Choice, Future Publishing, 

2 Balcombe Street, London 
NW1 6NW, or email us at 
hcc@f uturenet .co. u k 
Due to the volume of letters we 
receive we cannot guarantee 
to print/answer them all 

V__ 
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So anyway, t am one early 
adopter who has finally had 
enough. I'Ll be buying my 
cheap-as-chips, Profile v2.5, 

3D BD deck from my local 
supermarket in three years' 
time for £50. That way l reaLLy 
won’t care when it becomes 
obsolete two weeks later. 
Nathan Kemp . Berkshire 

You wouldn’t want technology 
to stand still would you? 

We’ve been watching 
3D develop behind the scenes 
for more than 12 months now, 
and even the most cynical 
of our reviewers admit 
that 30 is a dramatic leap 
forward in the home 
entertainment experience. 

Obviously, you could just sit 
back and get the most from 
your (excellent) system, and, 
when natural replacement 
cycles kick in, enjoy that fact 
that you'll probably get 30 
compatibility as standard. 


But if you’re keen to enter the 
third dimension, you’ll first 
need to consider a 3D TV 
display - and there’s some 
great ones coming this year 
- and a source. To carry on 
using your AVR, you'll want 
a 3D Blu-ray player with two 
HDMIs out. Currently, only 
Panasonic has announced 
such a model, its DMP~ 
BDT35Q has one vl.4HDMI 
out to deliver 3D images to 
a screen, and a second to take 
lossless audio to the AVR, 

Of course, with only a Limited 
number of discs coming to 
market this year, you might 
not feel the need to rush. 

Winner: Star Letter-writer 
Nathan Kemp wins a copy 
of Jennifer's Body on Blu-ray 
fin glorious 2D HD,..) 
courtesy of 20th Century Fox 
Home Entertainment, Its 
available to buy from 22 
February priced £20 approx. 
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Amazing 

Domain Prices 

But hurry! Must end 
December 31st 

.eu €2.95 
.mobi €6.75 
.info €4.95 
•im €4.95 

.tel €15 

& many mor e 

Blocknight is an ICANN 
accredited registrar 

UK: +44 (0)844 484 9361 
US: +1 213-233-1612 
Inti: +353 (0)59 9183072 

soles@bl a ckn i ght. com 
www.blocknight.com 

Jk BLflCKdlGHT 
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FOR ALL YOUR AV 

FURNITURE & ACCESSORIES 


AV4home 


Revo 9980 


AV4Home awarded QED 

Retailer of the Year 2008-9 

A wand winning products backed by quality 


WE HAVE ONE OF 
THE WIDEST RANGE OF 
BDI STANDS & TV / AV 
FURNITURE ON DISPLAY 
ANYWHERE IN THE UK. 


VISIT OUR SHOWROOM TODAY! 


Marina 8729-2 


www.journal-plaza.net & www.freedowns.net 





























AV4nome 


01623 672070 

sales@av4home.co.uk 


The Alphason range is High 
Quality, Award Winning furniture 
with a lifetime warranty! 


EQUINOX HI-FI Celebration LE 

1st Collectors Limited Edition 

As the Equinox range goes 
from strength to strength, 
winning numerous awards 
including What Hi-fi Sound & 
Vision magazine's "Accessory 
product of the year" an 
unprecedented 5 years in a 
row, the Atacama team have 
marked this achievement with 
the new Hi-Fi Celebration LE. 


Each of the first 500 limited edition 
stands will be issued with a serial 
numbered proof of authenticity 


Exclusively with a Gloss Black 
frame (a first for Equinox) 
and Piano Black Glass, each 
Celebration Stand comprises a two 
shelf base plus two single shelf 
modules of either 130 or 180mm 
as illustrated. 


Improved 

Isolation 

between 

each 

module 


The New Vogels 
8000 Series 
featuring - Super 
Fiat mounts for 
the latest ultra-slim 
TV screens. 


A LPH ASON 


Officdl Retailer 


VISIT 

WIDE 

WALL 


OUR SHOWROOM TO SEE A 
RANGE OF AV FURNITURE 
MOUNTS AND ACCESSORIES 


Motion and 
Motion + for 
ultimate 
mounting 
and viewing 
position 
adjustment 


Mounts to suit all 
screens up to 65inch 


CUSTOMER SUPPORT - EXPERT ADVICE - FREE DELIVERY 

Warehouse and showroom located at 29 • 36 Hallamway, 

Old Mill Lane Business Park, Mansfield Woodhouse, Notts. NG19 9BG. 
(Approx 10 miles from Ml - Junction 28 or 29} 


AV4home 


QUALITY FURNITURE 

CABLES & ACCESSORIES 


alphason 




UNIQUE RANGE OF WALL PLATES, 
FOR SKY +, FREESAT, HDMI, AV & PC 


i 




_' 


m 

t 

_J 


CHECK THE WEBSITE OR CALL FOR OUR OPENING HOURS 


irnal-plaza.net & www.freedowns.net 


*UK MAINLAND ONLY 
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How we test 

Home Cinema Choice's hardware reviews combine the subjective 
opinion of our seasoned reviewers with hard technical data. 
Chris Jenkins explains how the HCC Tech Labs work 


reviews tend to be a mixture of 
subjective opinion and objective data. 
While we value the subjective opinions of our highly 
experienced reviews team, we like to blend and balance 
their opinions with objective measurements. The HCC 
Tech Labs have been measuring AV equipment for 
nearly 20 years. It was originaLLy conceived to evaluate 
the performance of VCRs and CRT TVs, and it is now 
routinely testing Blu-ray players and HD displays. 

interestingly, much of our first generation hardware 
is still in use (we maintain an irrational fondness for an 
oscilloscope used to determine the onset of dipping 
on amplifiers), although our more venerable hardware 
is now supplemented by new software and measurement 
methodologies. One thing remains unchanged though: 
our commitment to supply you with the best possible 
buying advice. 

Virtual Tour 

Our Tech Labs consist of two main facilities: a Viewing 
Room, and a Test Lab, 

The Viewing Room is used mainly for testing TVs, 
projectors and speakers and has been designed to 
reproduce the conditions that are found in a typical 
mid-range home cinema setup. It was created by 
award-winning custom installers Pounds 
(www.poundstv.co.uk), and is completely light-proofed. 
While it is not designed to be sound-proof, it has been 
skinned in AcoustibLock and has been acoustically 
treated and tuned by the experts at RPG 
(www.rpg-europe.co.uk), using custom absorbers and 
diffusers. The room features multiple HDMI, component 
video and audio cable runs, as well as analogue and 
digital TV and satellite feeds, and has a resident 7,2 


speaker system. Multiple screens can be fed the same 
source material simultaneously, courtesy of a Gefen 
2-in-4-out HDMI switcher/splitter, for screen shootouts. 

Number crunching 

The Test Labis used mainLy for number-crunching DVD/ 
Blu-ray players and amplifiers. It's equipped with two 
industry-standard systems: a Tektronix VM70Q video data 
analyser, and an Audio Precision APX5S5 multichannel 
audio analyser. Using standard test signals from discs and 
signal generators, these two systems are used to measure 
factors such as audio and video signal jitter, frequency 
response and output power. These give us a good general 
idea of the component quality, processing power and 
overall performance of players and amplifiers. 

Professionals at large 

Over the years, our testers have been trained in calibration 
and testing techniques by the I5F, Tektronix, the Home 
Acoustics Alliance and other industry bodies. In short, 
when you read a review in HCC, you can be sure that the 
reviewer's subjective opinion is backed up by objective 
scientific lab testing. 

Understandable and useful 

One of our pledges is to present information that is 
both understandable and useful, forexampLe, exposing 
the hype perpetrated by some makers of pLasmas and 
LCD TVs regarding contrast ratios. To determine real 
world contrast, as well as measuring colour temperature 
presets, we employ a Sencore VP401 signal generator 
alongside a PC running Datacolor Colorfacts software 
with a Spyder 2 sensor. We use the Sencore signal 
generator and our own discs to generate standard TV 


Tech Lab tests explained 


TV power consumption: Watts 



White screen: This is a 
measurement of a 
display’s power 
consumption in Watts 
whendisplayingapure 
white 100IRE signal 
with muted audio 



Test footage: Here 
the power 
consumption is 
measuredwitha 
looped test sequence 
of live footage 
(complete with 
explosions') and the 
audio volume up 


TV contrast: ratio 

Claimed! 

10,0001 ■ 

I Actual 
■ 450:1 


Picture: Contrast ratio 
claims by TV makers 
are often extravagant in 
the extreme. Our real 
world measurements 
cut through the 
hyperbole and allow 
one brand's contrast 
ratio to be compared 
with another. You'll also 
find a luminance 
measurement in 
foot-larnberts, here 


Colour temp: Kelvin 



Presets: Out of the 

box, most displays will 
offer you a choice of 
colour temperature 
settings. We measure 
these to see which one 
is closest to the ideal of 
6.500K [or D65). This 
is the colour 
temperature setting 
you should use for 
movie viewing if you 
don't recalibrate 


Blu-ray/DVD power consumption: Watts 



idling: if you’re Like us. 
you'll probably leave 
your Blu-ray player or 
DVD player on, even 
when you're not 
playinga disc (by 
accident or design). 
Thisrevealshow much 
power it consumes 
when in repose 



Playing: Spinamovie 
and yourdisc player’s 
power consumption 
will increase-but by 
how much? This is 
a measurement of 
power consumption 
when the player is 
playing a movie 
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Audio Jitter Ps 



Sou nd: This is a 
measure of analogue 
audio jitter in 
picoseconds fromaBD 
or DVD player. The 
lower the number the 
better. The score is 
indicative of build and 
component quality and 
relates to its ability 
when playing CDs. 
Newer players use 
re-docking techniques 
to reduce litter with the 
HDMI connection 
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Test bench: 

Equipment 
from the likes 
of Snell Sc 
Wilcox, and 
Tektronix 
allows us to 
compare all 
manner of kit 


signals. Colorfacts analyses the colour and luminance 
performance of TVs and projectors, giving us information 
In areas such as contrast ratio, coLour temperature 
and luminance. 

Playback 

Increasingly, you’ve been asking for more information 
on power consumption, and so we’ve now moved these 


results to a headline position on our tests. We've also 
developed a more graphical presentation (key below) 
of some of the data we produce, which shouLd make the 
facts more relevant and digestible. Not all the data we 
generate is published (frankly, you'd be bored) but all 
of it goes into the melting pot of opinion. While one key 
reviewer is by lined for our tests, as many as four team 
players will contribute to our findings 


Vid eo j Itten Ns Loadi ng: Boot/] ava 


AVR power: Watts Amp output power: Watts (8o, 0.5% THD) 


Pure power: Watts 


Signal/noise: dB 


10 



Vision:This Isa 
measure of video jitter 
in nanoseconds from a 
BDorDVD player. The 
lower the number the 
better. The score is 
indicative of build and 
component quality. We 
also present figures far 
Chroma Crosstalk 
(another quality 
indicator) and 
frequency response 
@15.BMHz 


Boot speed Bi 
tray eject 

|l5s 


Tray in to 
main BO menu 



Disc loading & Java: 

Blu-ray players can be 
notoriously slow to 
load and play discs, 
thanks to the DRM and 
Java content of BD 
software. These 
timings are crucial to 
the user experience - 
naturally faster is best 



Powered: When you 
fireupthat bigAV 
receiver to watch a new 
movie you may be 
surprised to learn just 
how much current It’s 
drawing. This is one of 
two measurements we 
take for AV amp power 
consumption. The 
other Is when the AVR 
is powered up but idle 



2-channel 01 1 : So just 
how heroic is that AVR 
you've been saving for? 
Putting aside paper 
claims, we measure 
its output in 
two-channel stereo 
mode. Also noted here 
is a figure for Total 
Harmonic Distortion 


iso 

im 

70 250 

3ao 

5-channel8u:ln 

most cases, an 
amplifier's muscle will 
be diminished when it 
runs in multichannel 
mode. We push the 
product toextremesin 
a 5.1 configuration to 
see how much grunt Is 
available with all 
channels driven 




-79dB 
-75 dB 
-48dB 


Fidelity firewall: This 

is our measurement of 
power untainted by 
distortion (typically 
0.052THD, 
8£2,1kHz). It's an 
indicator of both 
power output and 
component quality 


S/N tests: These amp 

measurements reveal 
the ratio of noise to 
signal at a specific 
frequency. Readings 
taken at low, mid and 
high points help 
determine Imaging 
clarity and sonic 
character 
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Cables / Interconnects AV Receivers 

Free Delivery on all Orders Over £10 • Free In 

LET US GUIDE YOU... 


AV Receivers Speakers AV Stands And Mounts 

‘£10 • Free Installation Advice • Custom Cable Service 


BUYING A NEW HOME CtNEMA SET-UP FROM 
SCRATCH? HERE'S A HANDY GUIDE TO OUR 
BEST DEALS, WHATEVER YOUR BUDGET. 


Great Value Set-Up 


A good performing system 

but at a super value price 




-nr-w, 



Jamo At02 Home 
Cinema Speaker 
System _ 

njsrrjo 


* ★ ★ ★ * 

11/07 


30m QED Micro 
Speaker Cable 


Then Pi 

QED 

Finish With 



ONKYO SR307 AV Receiver 



ALL DELIVERED 

KE499™ 


Mid Range Set-Up 


Higher quality and more flexibility 
whilst remaining affordable. 


Acoustics 

Cinema 

Pack 



30m QED Original 
Speaker Cable 


QED 

SfSS 

Finish With 



ONKYO SR507 AV Receiver 


PtUS! 
■ QED 
HQMI 


ALL DELIVERED 

SE749" 


High Spec Set-Up 


A higher end set-up, for larger rooms 
and cinema purists. 


KEF KHT30G5SE K2 
Home Cinema 
System 

★ ★ ★ ■* it 

09/09 

WKEF 


Top End Set-Up 



QED 


** * ★ * 

07/oe 


* 


30m QED Silver 
Anniversary XT 
Speaker Cable 


Finish With 



ONKYO SR607 AV Receiver 


& 


PLUS! 
ix« 2 as 
HDMI Cable 


ALL DELIVERED 

SSEIIOO" 


High budget kit which touches the 
boundaries of home cinema. 





T nr? 


***** 

-FOIOB 


QED 


* 1 Monitor Audio 
Bronze Series 
Home Cinema 

* + * 

a 06/07 


30m QED Silver 
Anniversary XT 
Evolution 
Speaker Gable 


Finish With 



ONKYO SR807 AV Receiver 


PLUS! * 
QED 


ALL DELIVERED 

■ £1700" 


Scandyria Dock Pack 


Beautifully shaped 

speakers _ 

Full range in 
stock 


Van Den Hu! Flat HDMI 


Nordost Speaker Cable 


Uos Cable Deals - All Come With 


FREE 


Earphones 



©scandyna 


OVER 10% OFF 

NOW £259 95 




High Speed 
vl 3 HDMI cable 
1 m to 1 Sm 
lengths 



The best cables 
money can buy! 

Call for details' 


1 I * * * * * 

Q3/D9 

DELIVERED 


PRICESSTART 

1 jm 

FROM £72-00 

1 'gEsjaiiBXti 

1 

FROM £gg,99 


Ixos Overture XHT4S8 HDMI Cables 
Lengths from 1m to 15m Available 



Tacima fi Way Extension 


And Mains Conditioner 

Tnclma. 


Denon M37 DAB Micro Hi-Fi System 


Ixos XHT611 Hat Scad Cable 
0,75m to 3m Available 


DELIVERED 

FROM £65-82 


Ixos XHT251 Scart Cable 
1.5m Length 


Our Offer 

JUST £29 39 



Ultra-compact DAB/AM/FM 
radio with CD Player and 
MP3 Compatible 


BARGAIN! IB 35% OFF 

JUS £199 99 IB™" £25 89 




DELIVERED 

FROM £12.99 


Our Best Selling BDI AV Furniture 


QED Reference HDMI-SR Cable 


5 Slur Rated QED Speaker Cables 



BDI Mirage AV Cabinet 
ies fully assembled 


DELIVERED 

£1295 00 


BDI Vista Open TV Stand 
Our top selling stand 


FREE DELIVERY 

JUST £489-°° 



HALF PRICE 

SAVE PTC 
UP TO t/O 


09/061 


WHAT HI FI? 

SOUND AMD VISION 


★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 

Award Winning HDMI-SR Cables 



Now £40.00 
Now £45.00 
Now £50,00 
Now £55.00 
Now £62.50 
Now £75.00 


QED Silver Anniversary Micro X“T U B E 

£1.60 per I metre MM 

QED Original Speaker Cable 

£2.30 per / metro 

QED Silver Anniversary 

£4.00 per I metre 

QED Silver Anniversary XT tairJlIhi 

£4.00 per I metre 07/08 

QED Silver Anniversary XT Evolution 

£5.85 per f metre 10/09 

QED Silver Anniversary XT Bi-Wire 

£7.70 per / metre 10/06 

QED Revelation Speaker Cable 

£13.50 per / metre 10/00 


* * * * ★ 


★ ★ # * ★ 

* * ★ * * 


QED Airtoc Banana Plugs and Spades Available 
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Buying Guide BEST EVER LCD TV The top performing LCD screens in the UK 
revealed HI-DEF PLAYERS Looking for a Blu-ray deck? We help you choose PLASMA POWER Your 
guide to the ultimate bigscreen TV ROCKIN’ RECEIVERS The best specs and latest codecs SUPREME 
SPEAKERS Need a 5.1 package? We name the best! PLUS subwoofers, projectors, PVRs & more... 



citings key 

Officially awesome 12345 
Essential purchase 12345 


Does the job 

i 2 

3 4 5 

Disappointing 


3 4 5 

Don’t touch it 

1 2 3 4 5 






www.journal-plaza.net & www.freedowns.net 


APRIL 2010 HOME CINEMA CHOICE 





116 SELECT 


LCD TV 


Best on lest... 





TOSHIBA 

46in 465V685DB 
£2,500 Approx 


SAMSUNG 

46in UE-46B8000 
£1,800 Approx 


SONY 

46in KDL-46Z5800 
£1,900 Approx 


LG 

42in 42SL9000 
£1,000 Approx 


SHARP 

52in LC52LE700E 
£1,900 Approx 


First ever Bravia with a built-in 
Freesat HD tuner 

Highs: Picture performance; 
200Hz tech put to good use 
Lows: CCFL-backlight; limited 
net interactivity 

Specifications 

HD Ready; Yes (up to 108Dp) 
1920x1080 resolution 
No. of HD Ml inputs: 4 
No. of Scart inputs: 2 {I RGB) 
No. of component inputs: 1 
PC input: 1 

Digital tuner Yes (and Freesat 
HD and a slot) 

Tested: Issue 177 
For more info visit: 
www.sony.ca.uk 


Debut LED-backlit screen from 
Tosh is a real eye-opener 

Highs: Excellent contrast and 
detail; good quality audio; 
multimedia talents 
Lows: Not particularly stylish 

Specifications 

HD Ready; Yes (up to lOSOp) 
1920x1080 resolution 
No. of HDM1 inputs: 4 
No. of Scarf inputs: 2 (1 RGB) 
No. of component inputs:! 

PC input: 1 

Digital tuner: Yes {and Cl slot) 


Tested: Issue 177 
For more info visit: 
www.t05hiba.cQ.uk 


Top-flight edge-lit LED panel 
will sell like hot cakes 

Highs: Outstanding picture 
quality: 200Hz works well 
Lows: Some of the settings are 
awful; limited viewing angle 

Specifications 

HD Ready; Yes (up to 1080p) 
1920x1080 resolution 
No. of HDMI inputs: 4 
No. of Scart inputs: 2 {1 RGB) 
No. of component inputs: 1 
PC input: 1 

Digital tuner: Yes (and Cl slot) 


Tested: Issue 174 

For more info visit: 
www.samsung.co.uk 


LG's LED-lit 'Seamless' LCD 
offers excellent value for money 

Highs: Exceptional pictures; 
ISF-certified calibrated controls 
Lows: Black levels aren't A-list; 
'Seamless' design isn't all that 

: Specifications 

HD Ready: Yes (to 1080p24) 
1920 xlOSO resolution 
No. of HDMI inputs: 4 
No. of Scart inputs: 2 {1 RGB) 
No. of component inputs: 1 
PC input: 1 
Digital tuner: Yes 


Tested: Issue 178 
For mors info visit: 
wwwtge.com/uk 


Bigscreen LED LCD with 
calibration skills 

Highs: Low power use: bright, 
involving pictures 
Lows: Muted reds; poor off-axis 
viewing; average audio 

Specifications 

HD Ready: Yes (to 1080p24) 
1920 x 1080 resolution 
No. of HDMI inputs: 4 
No. of Start inputs: 2 (l RGB) 
No, of component inputs:! 

PC input: 1 

Digital tuner: Yes {& Cl slot) 


Tested: Issue 176 
For more info visit: 
www.sharp.co.uk 


Also Recommended... 



SONY 

46in KDL-46Z5500 
£1,900 Approx 



2009 Z-Series builds upon 
previous Bravia know-how 


Highs: Wonderfully detailed 
pictures; bright, crisp colours 
Lows; Black levels are a tad 
light; poor off-axis viewing 

Specifications 

HD Ready: Yes {up tolQBQp) 
1920 x 1080 resolution 
No. of HDMI inputs: 4 
No. of Scart inputs: 2 (2 RGB) 
No of component inputs 1 
PC input: 1 

Digital tuner; Yes (and 0 slot) 


Tested: Issue 173 
For more info visit: 
www.5ony.co.uk 



SAMSUNG 

32 in LE32BG50 
£650 Approx 



Net-savvy 32incher is a real 
bargain buy 

Highs: Huge feature count; 
excellent HD pics; sexy design 
Lows: SD performance and 
audio Is average 

Specifications 

HD Ready: Yes (up to 1080p) 
1920 x 1080 resolution 
No. of HDMI inputs: 4 
No. of Scart inputs: 2(1 RGB) 
No. of component inputs: 1 
PC input: 1 

Digital tuner: Yes (and Cl slot) 


Tested: Issue 172 
For more info vis it: 
www.5amsung.CD.uk 



LG 

32in 32 LH4000 
£460 Approx 



Budget offering from LG delivers 
where it counts 

Highs: Exceptional value; good 
design, connectivity and images 
Lows: Black levels; restricted 
viewing angle; audio is average 

Specifications 

HD Ready: Yes (up to 108Dp) 
1920 xlOSO resolution 
No. of HD Mi inputs: 3 
No. of Scart inputs: 2 (2 RGB) 
No. of component inputs: 1 
PC input; 1 

Digital tunec Yes (and Cl slot) 


Tested: Issue 172 
For more info visit: 
www.lge.com/uk 



Editor's Choice... 

56in Cinema 21:9 


56in Cinema 21:9 
£4,500 Approx 

1 2 3 4 5 


Philips' groundbreaking ultra widescreen TV needs 
to be seen to be believed. It's deceptively large 
(about as wide as a traditional 65in TV) and 
genuinely brings a sense of cinema to your 2.35:1 
movies. Expanded 16:9 material is surprisingly 
watchable, too. There are other frills here - 
Ambilight, 200Hz processing, five HDMI inputs, 

Net TV and DLNA certification - but if s the forward- 
thinking design and technology of the 21:9 that 
will blow you away. Whether the concept takes hold 
remains to be seen, though. 

Issue 171 

For more info visit: www.ptilfips.co.uk 


Specifications 
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In association with 


Plasma TV 


efts 


Digital Entertainment 





PIONEER 

60m KH P-600A 
£5,000 Approx 


PANASONIC 

65in TX-P65V10B 
£4,500 Approx 


PANASONIC 

50in TX-P50V10B 
£1,900 Approx 


PIONEER 

50in PDP-LX5090 
£2,500 Approx 


LG 

32ln 32PG6000 
£500 Approx 


Kuro with separate media box, 
Ethernet and satellite tuner 

Highs: Awesome black levels; 
colour accuracy: slim panel: 
media-sawy 

Lows:: Problems with AVJ files 

Specifications 

HDReady:Yes(uptol080p) 
1920x1080 resolution 
No. of H DM I inputs; 4 
No. or Scan inputs: 3 (2 RGB) 
No. of component inputs: 1 
PC input: Yes 

Digital tuner: Yes (plus Cl slot 
and DVB-S2 tuner) 

Tested: Issue 164 
For more info visit: 
www f pioneer.co.uk 


Currently the biggest, bestest 
plasma you can buy 

Highs: High-impact blgscneen 
pictures; Freesat HD 
Lows: Lack of manual colour 
temp controls; sucks electricity 

Specifications 

HD Ready: Yes (up to t080p) 
1920x1080 resolution 
No. of HDMI inputs: 4 
No. of Scart inputs: 2 (2 RGB) 
No. of component inputs; 1 
PC input: Yes 
Digital tuner: Yes (plus 
Freesat tuner and Cl slot ) 

Tested: Issue 174 
For more info visit: 
www.panasonic.co.uk 


THX-certified. Viera Cast- 
touting NeoPDF 

Highs: THX mode is stunning 
out of the box: good feature set 
Lows: Unspectacular black 
level response; a bit chunky 

Specifications 

HD Ready: Yes (up to lDBOp) 
1920x1080 resolution 
No. of HDMI Inputs: 4 
No. of Scart inputs: 2 (2 RGB) 
No. of component inputs; 1 
PC input: Yes 
Digital tuner: Yes (plus 
Freesat tuner and Cl slot) 

Tested: Issue 178 
For mors info visit: 
www, panaso me .co.uk 


Baby brother of the LX609D 
Kuro panel 

Highs: Unbelievable contrast 
and black levels: superb detail 
Lows: Speakers are an optional 
extra only 

Specifications 

HD Ready: Yes (up tolOSOp) 
1920 x 1080 resolution 
No. of HDMI inputs: 3 
No. of Scart inputs: 3 (2 RGB) 
No. of component inputs: 1 
PC input: Yes 
Digital tuner: Yes (plus Cl 
slot) 


Tested: Issue 159 
for mors info visit: 
www, pioneer.co.uk 


World's smallest 32in plasma 
challenges LCD rivals 

Highs: Smooth movement; 
good blacks and connectivity 
Lows: Lack of detail; some 
jagged edges; average audio 

Specifications 

HD Ready: Yes 
1024x720 resolution 
No. of HDMI inputs: 4 
No. of Scart inputs: 2(1 RGB) 
No, of component inputs; 1 
PC input: Yes 
Digital tuner: Yes (plus 
analogue) 

Tested: Issue 162 
For more info visit: 
www. Ige.com/uk 


Also Recommended... 



LG 

50in 50PG6000 
£1,100 Approx 



Superb HD Ready plasma 
offering great value for money 

Highs: Extensive calibration 
possibilities: excellent black 
level; sexy bezel 
Lows: Not Full HD 

Specifications 

HD Ready: Yes 
1366 x 768 resolution 
No. of HDMI inputs: 4 
No. of Scart inputs: 2 (1 RGB) 
No. of component inputs: 1 
PC input: 1 

Digital tuner; Yes (plus Cl 
slot) 

Tested: issue 154 
For more info visit: 
www.lgexom/uk 




PANASONIC 

37in TH-37PX80 
£650 Approx 



Small PDP from Panasonic 
continues the Viera vibe 


Highs: Beautiful blacks: 
natural colours; good GUI 
Lows: HDMI vl.2 inputs lack 
DeepColor support 

Specifications 

HD Ready: Yes 
1024x720 resolution 
No. of HDMI inputs: 3 (vl.2) 
No. of Scart inputs: 2(1 RGB) 
No. of component inputs:! 
PC input; Yes 
Digital tuner: Yes 


Tested: Issue 162 
For more info visit: 
www.panasonic.co.uk 



SAMSUNG 

50in P550A556 
£1,000 Approx 



Bargain-priced monster screen 
with a few caveats 


Highs: Superb specification; 
great build quality; sharp detail 
Lows: Some motion artefacts 
and noise visible 

Specifications 

HDReady:Yes(uptol080p) 
1920 x 1080 resolution 
No. of HDMI inputs: 3 
No, of Scart inputs: 2 (1 RGB) 
No. of component inputs: 1 
PC input: Yes 
Digital tuner Yes (plus Cl 
slot) 

Tested: Issue 161 

For more info visit: 
www.samsungxo.uk 
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Blu-ray Players 

Best on lest... 




DENON 

Blu-ray DVD-A1UD 
£4,500 Approx 


'E3 



SAMSUNG 

Blu-ray BD-P36O0 
£250 Approx 


LG 

Blu-ray BD390 
£290 Approx 


PANASONIC 

Blu-ray DMP-BD80 
£350 Approx 


Reference universal Blu-ray 
player that sets new standards 

Highs: Stunning life-like 
picture; genuine hi-fi sound; 
awesome DVD upscaling 
Lows: Complex to set up; 
not for those on a budget j 

- Specifications 

Blu-ray profile: 2.0 
DVD upscaling: Up to 1080p 
Analogue audio output: 

Yes (7.1) 

Onboard Dolby TrueHD/DTS- 
HDMA decoding: Yes/Yes 
Dolby TrueHO/DTS-HDMA 
bitstream output: Yes/Yes 
DVD-A/SACD playback: Yes/ 
Yes 

Net workability: Yes, via 
Ethernet 

Tested: issue 178 
For mors info visit: 
wwwf.denon.co.uk 


Top-level Samsung BD spinner 

Highs: Impressive pics and 
sound; 7.1-channel output; DivX 
HD playback 

Laws: No WMA support; PC 
streaming tricky to set up; Wi-Fi 
requires dongle 

Specifications 

Blu-ray profile: 2.0 
DVD upscaling; Up tolOSDp 
Analogue audio output: 

Yes (7.1) 

Onboard Dolby TrueHD/DTS- 
HD MA decoding: Yes/Yes 
Dolby TrueHD/DTS-HD MA 
bitstream output: Yes/Yes 
DVD-A/SACD playback: No 
Networkability: Ethernet, 
Wi-Fi via supplied dongle, 

USB 


Tested: issue 174 
For more info visit: 
www.samsung.cauk 


Improved players sports more 
features than BD370 

Hlgtis: Excellent performance: 
1GB internal storage; Wi-Fi net 
connection, 7,1 analogue outputs 
Lows: Audio can't match its 
premium BD rivals 

H Specifications 

Blu-ray profile: 2.0 
DVD upscaling: Up lo 1080p 
Analogue audio output: 

Yes (7.1) 

Onboard Dolby TrueHD/DTS- 
HD MA decoding: Yes/Yes 
Dolby TrueHD/DTS-HD MA 
bitstream output: Yes/Yes 
DVD-A/SACD playback: No 
Networkability: Yes, via 
Ethernet/WI-FI (including 
YouTube), USB 

Tested: Issue 174 
For more info visit: 
www.lge.CQm/uk 


Flagship 2009 deck adds 
YouTube fun to top-class specs 

Highs: Full multichannel 
outputs; superb, detailed 
images; net functionality 
Lows: Uninspired design; 
sluggish loading times 

■ Specifications 

Blu-ray profile: 2.0 
DVD upscaling: Up to 1080p 
Analogue audio outpuL: Yes 
( 21 ) 

Onboard Dolby TrueHD/DTS- 
HD M A decoding: Yes/Yes 
Dolby TrueHD/DTS-HD MA 
bitstream output: Yes/Yes 
DVD-A/SACD playback; No 
Networkability: Ethernet, 
Viera-Cast, SO card slot, USB 
2.0 

Tested: Issue 169 
For more info visit: 
w ww.panaso nic .to. u k 


Editor's Choice... 

Blu-ray B DP-5760 £380 Approx 

1 2 3 4 5 



Sony has a few Blu-ray decks now that are comfortably 
better than its Play Station 3 console, and the keenly- 
priced S760 is our favourite. It incorporates the HD 
Reality Enhancer and Super Bit-Mapping picture- 
processing tech of its £1,200 BDP-S5000ES 
stablemate (albeit in a thinner chassis) and the results 
are startling - detailed, deep, cotour-rich HD visuals 
and quality surround sound delivery.Some might miss 
the lack of esoteric codec support (no MKV here, folks) 
but that’s not what this Sony is about - consider it 
a reference machine for the budget-conscious. 

Issue 176 

For more info visit: www.sony.co.uk 

Kin -y .-E sl 

Blu-ray profile: 2.0 

DVD upscaling: Up to 108Op 

Analogue audio output: Yes (7,1) 

Onboard Dolby TrueHQ/DTS HD-M A decoding: Yes/Yes 
Dolby TrueHD/DTS-HD MA bitstream output: Yes/Yes 
DVD-A/SACD playback: No/No 
Networkability: Ethernet; Wi-Fi; USB 


Also Recommended 


PIONEER 

Blu-ray BDP-LX52 
£500 Approx 



Stripped-down LX-branded 
player is a mid-range marvel 

Highs: Class-leading picture 
and sound 

Laws: Notslmpletogetto 
grips with: multichannel PQL5 
function only works on LPCM 

Specifications 

Blu-ray profile; 2.0 
DVD upscaling: Up to 1080p 
Analogue audio output: 

Yes (stereo only) 

Onboard Dolby TrueHD/DTS- 
HD MA decoding: Yes/Yes 
Dolby TrueHD/DTS-HD MA 
bitstream output: Yes/Yes 
DVD-A/SACD playback: No/ 
No 

Networkability: Yes via 
Ethernet: USB 

Tested: Issue 176 
For more info visit: 
www.pioneer.co.uk 



PHILIPS 

Blu-ray BDP73Q0 
£230 Approx 



Debut UK deck from Philips was 
worth the wait 

Highs: Internal 1GB storage; 
multichannel analogue outputs; 
vivid, detailed image 
Lows: Stylised ‘curved' look not 
for everyone 

Specifications 

Blu-ray profile: 2.0 
DVD upscaling: Up to 1080p 
Analogue audio output: 

Yes (5.1) 

Onboard Dolby TrueHD/DTS- 
HD MA decoding: Yes/Yes 
Dolby TrueHD/DTS-HD MA 
bitstream output: YesAes 
DVD-A/SACD playback: No 
Networkability: Yes via 
Ethernet; USB 


Tested: Issue 175 
For more info visit; 
www.phi Li ps.ro.uk 
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DENON 

Blu-ray DBP-1610 
£400 Approx 



Affordable Denon deck benefits 
from brand's attention to detail 

Highs: Good, natural-looking 
picture; quality audio 
performance; great value 
Lows: No analogue outs; slow 
to load our test disc 

Specifications 

Blu-ray profile: 2,0 
DVD upscaling; Up to lDBOp 
Analogue audio output: Yes 
(stereo only) 

Onboard Dolby TrueHD/DTS- 
HD MA decoding: Yes/Yes 
Dolby TrueHD/DTS-HD MA 
bitstream output: Yes/Yes 
DVD-A/SACD playback: No 
Networkability: Ethernet, SD 
card slot for BD-Live 


Tested: Issue 177 
For more info visit: 
www.denon.co.uk 


SONY 

Blu-ray BDP-5360 
£190 Approx 



Affordable Sony Blu-ray is a real 
rival to its PS3 

Highs: Stylish design and good 
AV performance; very solid 
construction 
Laws: External memory 
required for BD-Live access 

Specifications 

Blu-ray profile: 2.0 
DVD upscaling: Up tolOBQp 
Analogue audio output: 

Yes (stereo only) 

Onboard Dolby TrueHD/DTS- 
HD MA decoding: Yes/Yes 
Dolby TrueHD/DTS-HD MA 
bitstream output; Yes/Yes 
DVD-A/SACD playback; No 
Networkability: Yes, via 
Ethernet 


Tested: Issue 175 
For more info visit: 
www.sony.eo.uk 



















In association with 


Recorders 


efts 

Digital Entertainment 


Best on tc 

tsl... 



somr 

DVDR RDR-HXD995 
£250 Approx 

HUM AH 

Freesat PVR Foxsat HDR 
£300 Approx 

SAGEM 

PVR -> DTR67500T 
£180 Approx 

LG 

DVDR/3.1 HRT403DA 
£500 Approx 

00000 

06000 

06000 

06000 

Heavyweight Freeview* unit 
with features galore 

First Freesat HD PVR brings 
extra clout to fledgling system 

5DDGB Freeview* PVR with 

USB archiving 

Convergence king offers 3.1 
audio and HDD/DVD recording 

Highs: Excellent AV 
performance: flexible recording 
modes: multimedia prowess 
Lows: Records Interactive red 
dot'; possible aerial sensitivity 

Highs: Cinch to operate; good 
performance; ITV in HD; JPEG/ 

MP3 playback 

Lows: Annoying LCD; slow to 
boot up; needs more HD content! 

Highs: Capacious HDD; flexible 
and intuitive EPG; picture 
quality is excellent 

Lows: No way of importing 
recordings from other devices 

Highs: Acceptable, punchy 
audio: well-specified recorder; 
quality DVD pictures 

Lows: Lacks DTS support; no 5.1 
upgrade path 

Specifications 

HDD size: 250GB 

Twin tuners: Yes, digital and 
analogue 

HD Ml: Yes 

Component output: Yes 
Camcorder input: Yes 

Format: -R/RW, +R/RW 

Dual-layer recording: Yes 

- Specifications 

HDD size: 320GB 

Twin tuners: Yes, Freesat HD 
(satellite-requires dish) 

HDMI: Yes 

Component output: No 

Cl slot: Yes 

Freeview*: No 

Specifications 

HDD size: 500GB 

Twin tuners: Yes, Freeview 

HDMI: Yes 

Component output: Yes 
a slot: No 

Freeview*: Yes 

- Specifications 

HDD size: 160GB 

Twin tuners: Yes, digi tal and 
analogue 

HDMI: Yes 

Component output: Yes 
Camcorder input: Yes 

Format; -R/RW, *R/RW, 

-RAM 

Dual-layer recording: Yes 

Tested: issue 165 

For more info visit: 
www.sony.co.uk 

Tested: Issue 165 

For more info visit: 
www. h umaxdigital .com/uk 

Tested: Issue 173 

For more info visit: 
ww w. sagem .com/uk 

Tested: issue 165 

For morn info visit: 
wwwige.com/uk 


TOPFIELD 

PVR TF5810PVR 
£350 Approx 


Freeview* PVR with enormous 
5OOG0HDO 

Highs: Easy to use; PC 
connectivity; upscales Freeview; 
twin tuners offer great flexibility 
Lows: Competing with high- 
end DVD recorders 

Speciii cations 

HDD size: 500GB 
Twin tuners: Yes, Freeview 
HDMf: Yes 

Component output: Yes 
Cl slot: Yes 
Freeview*: Yes 


Tested : issue 156 

For more info visit: 
www.topfield.co.uk 


Also recommended 






BBKEUMi 


PIONEER 

DVDR DVR-560HX 
£400 Approx 

PANASONIC 

DVDR DMR-EX79 
£300 Approx 

HUMAX 

PVR PVR-9300T 
£200 Approx 

OG0G0 

06000 

06600 

Full PC-linked multimedia 
jukebox and DVD/HDD unit 

2009 DVD/HDD recorder 
improves slightly on the EX78 

Souped-up Humax drops USB 
socket but boosts HDD capacity 

Highs: Excellent AV 
performance and features 
spread; networkability 

Lows: Jukebox abilities reliant 
on Windows Media Player 

Highs: AV performance is first- 
rate: heaps of features and 
recording flexibility 

Lows: No STB control; can't 
copy DivX/JPEG Lo HDD 

Highs: Easy and responsive 
to use; fine AV performance; 
well-featured 

Lows: Limited HDMI modes; no 
USB functionality 

■4 Specifications 

HDD size: 160GB 

Twin tuners: Yes, digital & 
analogue 

HDMI: Yes 

Component output: Yes 
Camcorder input: Yes 

Format: -R/RW. + R/RW, 

-RAM 

Dual-layer recording: Yes 

-- Specifications 

HDD size: 250GB 

Twin tuners: No, 1 x digital 
only 

HDMI; Yes 

Component output: Yes 
Camcorder input: Yes 

Format: -R/RW,* R/RW, 

-RAM 

Dual-layer recording: Yes 

Specifications 

HDD size; 320GB 

Twin tuners: Yes 

HDMI; Yes 

Component output: Yes 

O-slot: Yes 

Digital tuner: Freeview 
Freeview*: Yes 

Tested: Issue 159 

For more info visit: 
www.pioneer.co.uk 

Tested: Issue 169 

For more Info visit: 
www.panasonic.co.uk 

Tested: Issue 162 

For more info visit: 
www.humaxdigital.com/uk 
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AV Receivers 


Best on test... 




PIONEER 
AVR SC-LX 82 
£1,900 Approx 



ICE-powered AIR Studios-tuned 
AVR replaces the SC-LX81 

Highs: Punchy, highly detailed 
sound; brilliant features; looks 
fabulous; solid build 
Lows: Pioneer doesn't do 
height/width processing 

-4 Specifications 

Power: 7 xl90W (8Q) 
Upscaling via H DM I: Yes 
Tuner: Yes (AM/FM) 

DolbyTrueHD: Yes 
DTS-HD: Yes 
Zone 2: Yes, and 3 
Serial port control: Yes 
THX certification: THX Ultra2 
Plus 

Component input: 3 
HDMI: 5-in, 2-out fvl.3) 
Multichannel input: Yes (7.1) 


Tested: Issue 175 
For more info visit: 
www.fMoneer.Eo.uk 


SONY 

AVR STR-DA5400ES 
£1,500 Approx 



Class-leading mid-priced AVR 
with power and poise 

Highs: Excellent build: 
audiophile SACO and CD 
playback: full of power 
Lows: No Ethernet port JHX- 
certification or DAB radio 


-4 Specifications 

Pawer:7xl20W (80) 
Upscaling via HDMI: Yes 
Tuner: Yes (AM/FM) 

Dolby TrueHD: Yes 
DTS-HD: Yes 
Zone 2: Yes 
Serial port control: No 
THX certification: No 
Component input: 2 
HDMI: 5-in, 1-out (v!3) 
Multichannel input: Yes (71) 


Tested: Issue 166 
For more info visit: 
www.sonyxo.uk 



ONKYO 

AVR TX-NR807 
£800 Approx 



Powerful and potent height/ 
width processor at a great price 

Highs: Full-on gung-ho sound 
with massive bass: DSX/DPUIz 
processing; excellent upscaling 
Lows: Slightly flimsy build; 
no USB or multichannel inputs 


-4 Specifications 

Power: 7 x 180 W (60) 
Upscaling via HDMI: Yes 
Tuner: Yes (AM/FM/Net) 
Dolby TrueHD: Yes 
DTS-HD: Yes 
Zone 2: Yes and 3 
Serial port control: Yes 
THX certification: Select2 
Plus 

Component input: 2 
HDMI: 6-in, 1-out (vl.3) 
Multichannel input: No 


Tested: Issue 176 
For more info visit: 
www.e u .on ky oxo m 



DENON 
AVR AVR-431G 
£1,900 Approx 



Audyssey DSX-loting AVR will 
change the way you think about 
speaker placement 

Highs: Awesome sound as 
standard: extra width and 
height channels are a boon 
Lows: Lacks the 9.1 DSX option 

-4 Specifications 

Power: 7 x 130 W (8£I) 
Upscaling via HDMI: Yes 
Tuner: Yes 
Dolby TrueHD: Yes 
DTS-HD: Yes 
Zone 2: Yes, and 3 
Serial port control: Yes 
THX certification: No 
Component input: 3 
HDMI: 6-in, 2-out (vl.3) 
Multichannel input: Yes (7.1) 


Tested: Issue 173 
For more info visit: 
wwwjienonxo.uk 



SONY 

AVR 5TR-DH800 
£350 Approx 



Slick, flexible bargain model 
with provision for wireless 
multiroom audio 


Highs; Superb value; big and 
smooth sound; easy to use 
Lows: No video upscaling or 
multichannel inputs 

-4 Specifications 

Power 7 x 85 W (8£i) 
Upscaling via HDMi: No 
Tuner: Yes (AM/FM) 

Dolby TrueHD: Yes 
DTS-HD; Yes 

Zone 2: No, unless you use 
S-Air wireless speakers 
Serial port control: No 
THX certification: No 
Component input: 3 
HDMI: 4-ia 1-out 
Multichannel input; No 

Tested: Issue 178 
For more info visit: 
www.sonyxo.uk 


Editor's Choice..* 


HR CAM 


AVR AVR600 
£3,500 Approx 


1 2 3 4 5 



British manufacturer Arcam arrived late to the HD 
audio party, but the AVR600 is certainly worth the 
wait. Utilising a Class G analogue amplifier, this silver 
machine is cool-running and efficient, while an entire 
Toot and branch* overhaul of multichannel AV amp 
design has allowed Arcam to tackle audio jitter head 
on. Yet this isn’t purely an audiophile product - it’s 
packed with custom install features, offers an insane 
array of connections, and delivers Dolby TrueHD and 
DTS-HD MA Blu-ray mixes with aplomb, A class act 
from a classic brand. 

Issue 174 

For more info visit: www.arcam.co.uk 



Power: 7 x 120 W (80) 

Upscaling to HDMI: Yes 
Tuner: DAB/AM/FM 
Dolby TrueHD/DTS-HD: Yes/Yes 
Zone 2 . Yes and Zone 3 
Serial port control: Yes, 2 
THX certification: No 
Component input; 5 
HDMI: 5-in, 2-out (vl.3) 
Multichannel input Yes (7.1) 


Also Recommended..• 



NAD 

AVR T747 
£1,000 Approx 


NAD 

AVR T747 
£1,000 Approx 



Excellent AVR offers more grunt 
than its specs suggest 

Highs: Storming all-round 
performance; eases you into 
every film: simple to use 
Lows: No Ethernet or USB 
inputs; DAB costs extra 

-4 Specifications 

Rawer7x6QW (812) 
Upscaling via HDMI: Yes 
Tuner: Yes (AM/FM) 

Dolby TrueHD: Yes 
DTS-HD: Yes 
Zone 2: Yes 
Serial port control: Yes 
THX certification: No 
Component input: 3 
HDMI: 4-in. 1-out (vl.3) 
Multichannel input: Yes (71) 


Tested: Issue 174 

For more info visit: 
www.nadeleetron icsxom 



ONKYO 
AVR TX-NR3007 
£1,700 Approx 



9.2-channel HD receiver oozes 
power and performance 

Highs: Solid, three-dimensional 
audio; excellent upscaler 
Lows: You might not use all 
the features: looks like every 
other Qnk on the market 

-4 Specifications 

Power: 9 x 200W (6tl) 
Upscaling via HDMI; Yes 
Tuner: Yes (AM/FM, 'net) 

Dolby TrueHD: Yes 
DTS-HD: Yes 
Zone 2: Yes and 3 
Serial port control: Yes 
THX certification; Yes, Ultra/ 
Plus 

Component input: 3 
HDMI: 7-in, 2-out (vl.3) 
Multichannel input: Yes (7.1) 

Tested: Issue 177 
For more info visit 
www.eujjnkyo.com 



YAMAHA 
Amp DSP-Z7 
£2,000 Approx 



Trimmed-down version of the 
award-winning Zlt 

Highs: Large sound with huge 
bass and plenty of detail 
Lows: Orange display; 
disconcerting pops when 
changing sources 

-4 Specifications 

Power 7 x 140W (8Q) 
Upscaling via HDMI: Yes 
Tuner: No ('net only) 

Dolby TrueHD: Yes 
DTS-HD: Yes 
Zone 2: Yes, and 3 & 4 
Serial port control: Yes 
THX certification: No 
Component input: 3 
HDMI: 5-in. 2-out (vl3) 
Multichannel input: Yes (5.1) 


Tested: Issue 172 
For more info visit: 
w ww.yamaha-uk jom 
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In association with 


efts 

Digital Entertainmen 


Projectors 


Best on test. 
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SIM2 " ' 

EPSON 

JVC 

OPTOMA 

PANASONIC 

DLP * Grand Cinema 

LCD EH-TW380O 

D-ILA HD350 

DLP Themescene HD82 

LCD PT-AE4000 

C3X1O80 

£2,000 Approx 

£3,500 Approx 

£2,500 Approx 

£2,500 Approx 

LZdjUUU Approx 

O00C0 


06000 

06000 

06000 

06000 


A flawless example of cutting- 

Fantastically filmic PJ is a steal 

A tasty development of a 

Updated flagship PJ adds 

Reference-status PJ with 

edge lOBOp LCD PJ technology 

at £3,500 

distinguished product line 

red-rich lamp and 12V trigger 

brilliant colour management 

Highs: Quiet in operation; 

Highs: Stunning picture 

Highs: Good blacks levels; 

Highs: Smooth filmic pictures; 

Highs; Gorgeous design; small 

looks classy; superb picture; 

quality; runs quietly; easy and 

impressive colour performance; 

easy to setup and use; handy 

form factor; dazzling pictures 

easy setup 

flexible to setup 

easy to set up 

feature set 

Lows: SD processing isn't quite 

Lows: Higher-end rivals deliver 

Lows: No direct PC hookup; 

Lows: Some dynamic iris noise; 

Lows: Boxy design; be careful 

hi-end enough for the price 

deeper black levels 

DLP rivals may be brighter 

some DLP rainbow effect 

with high frame-rate settings 

Specifications 


-4 Specifications 

-4 Specifications 

-4 Specifications 

■4 Specifications 

1920x1080 resolution 


1920x1080 resolution 

1920x1080 resolution 

1920 x 1080 resolution 

1920x1080 resolution 

HDMI inputs: 2 


HDMI inputs; 2 

HDMI inputs: 2 

HDMI inputs: 2 

HDMI inputs: 2 

Component inputs: 1 


Component inputs; 1 

Component inputs:! 

Component inputs; 1 

Componen t inputs: 1 

D-Sub: Yes 


D-Sub: Yes 

D-Sub: No, use HDMI instead 

D-Sub: Yes 

D-Sub: Yes 

Brightness (claimed): NA 


Brightness (claimed); 1800 

Brightness (claimed): 1,000 

Brightness (daimed); 1,300 

Brightness (claimed): 1600 

Contrast (claimed): 10,000:1 


ANSI lumens 

ANSI lumens 

ANSI Lumens 

ANSI lumens 

Lamp Life (daimed): 2.000 


Contrast (claimed): 18,000:1 

Contrast (daimed): 30,000:1 

Contrast (claimed) 20,000:1 

Contrast (daimed): 

hours 


Lamp life (daimed): 4,000 

Lamp life (daimed): 2,000 

Lamp life (daimed): 3,000 

100,000:1 

Fan noise; NA 


hours 

hours 

hours 

Lamp life (claimed); 

24fps: Yes 


Fan noise: 22dB 

Fan noise: !9d8 

Fan noise: 26dB 

2,000 hours 



24fps; Yes 

24fpsi Yes 

24fps: Yes 

Fan noise: 22dB 

24fps; Yes 

Tested: Issue 169 

Tested: Issue 167 

Tested: Issue 167 

Tested: Issue 173 

Tested: Issue 177 

For more info visit: 

For more info visit: 

For more info visit: 

For more info visit; 

For more info visit: 

www.sim2.co.uk 

www.ep5on.CD.uk 

www.jvr.cauk 

www.optoma.co.uk 

www. Panasonic .co.uk 


Also Recommended.•• 



CINEVERSUM 
LCoS BLackWing One 
£4,000 Approx 



Sexily-styled French LCoS 
model undercuts JVC and Sony 

Highs: Sharp; colourful 
images; versatile setup 
and installation options 
Lows: Average black level lets 
the BlackWing One down 

-4 Specifications 

1920 x 1080 resolution 
HDMI inputs: 2 
Component inputs:! 

D-Sub: Yes 

Brightness (claimed): 1,200 
ANSI lumens 

Contrast (claimed): 15,000:1 
Lamp life (claimed): 2,000 
hours 

Fan noise: 2GdB 
24fps: Yes 


Tested: Issue 174 
For more info visit: 
www.cineversumjcom 



OPTOMA 
DLP HD20 
£900 Approx 



Wallet-friendly model is an 
ideal first projector 

Highs: Excellent detail 
resolution; reasonable contrast 
and brightness 

Lows: Some fan noise; rain bo w 
effect; limited throw distance 

■4 Specifications 

1920x1080 resolution 
HDMI inputs: 2 
Component inputs; 1 
D-Sub: Yes 

Brightness (claimed): 1,700 
ANSI lumens 
Contrast (claimed): 500:1 
Lamp life (claimed): 4,000 
hours 

Fan noise: 29d8 
24-fps: Yes 


Tested: Issue 176 
For more info visit: 
www.optoma.cauk 



DLP H9080FD 
£10,000 Approx 



The world's first 'lampless' 

LED projector 

Highs: Excellent colour fidelity; 
great definition: long lifespan 
Lows: Lacks brightness: early 
adopters pay for the innovative 
LED Lech 

-4 Specifications 

1920x1080 resolution 
HDMI inputs: 2 
Component inputs:! 

D-5ub; No, use HDMI instead 
for PC hookup 
Brightness (claimed): 1,000 
ANSI lumens 

Contrast (claimed): 15,000:1 
Lamp life (claimed); 4,000 
hours 

Fan noise: NA 
24fps: Yes 


Tested: Issue 173 
For more Info visit: 
www.vMtekcorpcom 


Editor's Choice... 

SXRD VPL-VW850 
£5,400 Approx 

1 2 3 4 5 

The successor to the well-received VW80 again 
shows that Sony’s SXRD-branded LCoS wizardry can 
take on any challengers in the high-end projector 
market. The copious picture tweaks available mean 
achieving a truly cinematic picture is a doddle; the 
astonishing contrast ratio and detail levels help, too. 
Add in the 12V trigger, bundled gamma adjustment 
software and near silent running, and we reckon this 
could become an installers' fave. 

For more info visit: wwwiony.co.uk/biz 


Specifications 


1920 x 1080 resolution 

HDMI inputs: 2 

Component inputs: i 

PC compatibility: VGA 

Brightness (claimed): 800 ANSI lumen: 

Contrast (claimed): 120,000:1 

Lamp Life (claimed): 3,000 hours 

Fan noise: 20dB 

24f ps: Yes 
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Speaker Systems 

Best on test... 



BOSTON 

ACOUSTICS 

5.1 VS Series 
£5,500 Approx 


Gorgeous-looking, hi-tech 51 
system for serious cinema 

Highs: Enormous sound; 
scintillating HF performance 
Lows: Subwoofer feels 
underpowered compared to 
surrounds 




TEUFEL 

5.1 System 9 
€4,400 Approx 


Potent THX Ultra2-system with 
industrial styling and build 

Highs: Great bass extension; 
huge scale and accuracy; 
pleasing to look at, too 
Lows: Stands or wall bracket 
fittings are extra; subwoofer is 
huuuuuge! 


MISSION 

5.1 79 Series 

£2,400 Approx 


Floor-standing system with 
innovative side-firing bass drivers 

Highs: Sophisticated and 
clean-sounding; excellent stereo 
imagery; easy on the eye 
Lows: Not the most powerful 
or deepest bass in its class; 
won t go super-loud 


-* Specifications 

Power handling: 2 x 400,3 x 
250W 

Rears: Direct radiating 
Subwoofer: 1 x 50GW 
Finish: Wood; Bookshelf: No 


Tested: Issue 173 
For more info visit: 
www.bosto nacousti cs.com 



PIONEER 

5.1 EX Series 
£11,000 Approx 



A stunning 5.1 system to match 
the brand's high-quality 
components 

Highs: Breathtaking accuracy; 
beautiful imagery and detail; 
sexy design and solid build 
Lows: Demands specific room 
placement 


Specifications 

Power handling: 5 x 160W, 
Rears; Direct radiating 
Subwoofer: 25QW 
Finish: Gloss; Bookshelf; 
Rears (at a stretch...) 

Tested: Issue 170 
Far more info visit: 
www.pioneer.to.uk 



MONITOR AUDIO 

5.1 Vector 
£650 Approx 



5.1 sub/sat system ideal for 
a small room home cinema 

Highs: Easy lo wall-mount; 
rugged build quality; thrilling 
surround sound performance 
Lows: Subwoofer is punchy 
and fast but lacks depth 


Specifications 

Power handling: 5 x SOW 
Rears: Direct radiating 
Subwoofer; 100 W 
Finish: Matt; Bookshelf; Yes 


Tested: Issue 176 
For more info visit: 
w ww. mon itoraud i o.com 


-> Specifications 

Power handling: 3 x 240W, 1 
xlBOW 
Rears: Dipole 
Subwoofer: 70DW 
Finish: Alu; Bookshelf: No 

Tested: Issue 166 
For mo re info visit: 
www.teufd.eu/ 


-*■ Specifications 

Power handling: 5 x 20OW 
Rears: Direct radiating 
Subwoofer: 300W 
Finish: Gloss; Bookshelf: 
Rears only 

Tested: Issue 171 
For more info visit: 
www.missicm.co.uk 


Also Recommended... « 




JAMO 

5.1 A1Q2HCS5 
£330 Approx 


WHARFEDALE 

5.1 DiamondlOHCP 
£650 Approx 


FOCAL JMLAB 

5.1 Dome 
£1,500 Approx 


Good-value 51 system with 
living- room-friend ly size/lo oks 

Highs; Relaxed, intelligible 
dialogue presentation; available 
online for as littie as £200 
Lows; Subwoofer lacks real 
subterranean power; small 
satellites lend a rawness to 
the audio 

-► Specifications 

Power handling: 5 x 60W 
Rears: Direct radiating 
Subwoofer; 2Q0W 
Finish: Cherry; Bookshelf: No 


Tested: Issue 170 
For more info visit: 
www.iamoxom 


Sub/sat system mixes hi-fi roots 
with a lOin woofer 

Highs: Powerful subwoofer; 
exciting treble; highly musical 
Lows: A little bright at high 
volume; might not be visceral 
enough for action movie fans 


Specifications 

Power handling: 4 x 75W, 

1 x 12GW 

Rears: Direct radiating 
Subwoofer: 150W 
Finish: Wood; Bookshelf: Yes 


Tested: Issue 176 
Foe more info visit: 
www.wharfedaie.co.uk 


Stylish 51 sub/sat system with 
remarkable voice 

Highs: Bold, full and detailed 
sound quality for music and 
home cinema; gorgeous design 
Lows: Large cabinets offer 
more presence; bit pricey 


Specifications 

Power handling: 5 xlOOW, 
Rears: Direct radiating 
Subwoofer: 100 W 
Finish: Aluminium: red, black, 
white: Bookshelf: Yes 

Tested: Issue 17B 

For more info visit: 
www.focaLuk.com 


Editor's Choice... 

5.1 XQ Series 
£5,000 Approx 

1 2 3 4 5 


I 


This KEF 5.1 array 
mixes stand mount 
surrounds with two 
hulking floorstanders 
to delivers massive 
cinematic audio 

experience that's hard to fault - an ideal blend 
of deep bass, spacious mid-band and crystal clear 
treble. The design is gorgeous, too - another KEF 
masterclass in gloss black cabinets (curved to reduce 
internal reflections) and clearly taking a lead 
from the brand’s awe-inspiring Reference system. 
Other variants of the speakers are available, so you 
can spec a more affordable, smaller-room setup 
should you wish. 

Issue 174 

r more info visit: www.kef.com/gb 



Power handling: 2 x 200W, 2 x 120W, 1 x 150 W 

Rears: Direct radiating 

Subwoofer: 1 x 200W 

Finish: Gloss 

Bookshelf: No chance 
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The Gadget Show 

LIVE 


NEC, Birmingham 


8-11 April 2010 


READER OFFER 

Quote promotional 
code to 


book advance tickets 


By visiting the show you can: 

Watch Suzi, Jason, Jon and Ortis live in the Super Theatre 
See UK launches from around 200 exhibitors 


for just £11.95* 

{normal advance ticket price £12.95*. 
on the door ticket price £16) 



Test out the best in personal transportation on the Test Track 
Find practical advice on getting the best from your technology 
Challenge friends and pro gamers in the Game Zone 
Buy a wide range of products at exclusive prices 


Tickets are already in short supply so 
book now to avoid disappointment at: 

www.gadgetshowlive.net 


in association with: Organised by: 




*95p booking fee per ticket applied 

U TILIVHIDN W , lo all advance tickets bookmqs 

www.journal-pTaza.net & www.freeaowns.riet 
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Subwoofers 


Best on 



NAIM 

SW n-Sub 
£1*600 Approx 



Class AB amp-driven premium- 
level subwoofer 

Highs: Rich, textured bass with 
tight control: innovative features 
Lows: High-end rivals have a 
bit more grunt to 'em 

-* Specifications 

Frequency response: 
2-Hz-250Hz {claimed} 
Amplifier: 350W 
Driver: 12in 
Weight: 29,6kg 
Enclosure: Sealed 
On-board equaliser Yes 
Remote control: Yes 


• * • 



MARTINLOGAN 
SW Descent! 

£3,250 Approx 



Weapons-grade unit with 
3 xlOin woofers 


Highs: Superb engineering: 
Reference standard performance 
Lows: Bulky and premium- 
priced; no automated setup 

-► Specifications 

Frequency response: 
18Hz-120Flz (claimed) 
Amplifier: 50 OW 
Driver: 3 xlOin 
Weight: 47.7kg 
Enclosure: Sealed 
On-board equaliser: No 
Remote control: No 



BOWERS & 
WILKINS 
SW ASW608 
£300 Approx 



Compact subwoofer ideal for 
smaller rooms 


Highs: Excellent grip and 
musical low-end control 
Lows: Limited by its size 

-> Specifications 

Frequency response: 
23Hz-140Hz (claimed) 
Amplifier: 200W 
Driver: Bin 
Weight: 8,85kg 
Enclosure: Sealed 
On-board equaliser: Yes 
Remote control: No 



VELODYNE 
SW DD-10 
£1,900 Approx 



We love the see-thru version of 
this excellent bass shifter 

Highs: Thrilling performance, 
special edition finishes 
Lows: You can get more muscle 
for the money 

-> Specifications 

Frequency response: 

18-120HZ (claimed) 

Amplifier: 1,250W 
Driver: lOin 
Weight: 26kg 
Enclosure: Seated 
On-board equaliser: Yes 
Remote control: Yes 



VELODYNE 
SW SPL-120Q Ultra 
From £1,400 Approx 



Potent sub - now with custom 
finish options 

Highs: Tight, powerful bass: 
useful auto-calibration 
Lows: Few added benefits over 
the step-down model 

-> Specifications 

Frequency response: 

21-120Hz (claimed) 

Amplifier: 1,200W 
Driver: 12in 
Weight: 22kg 
Enclosure: Sealed 
On-board equaliser: Yes 
Remote control: Yes 


Tested: Issue 177 
For more info visit: 
www. n aim-aud io.com 


Tested: Issue 167 
For more info visit: 
www. martin logan.com 


Tested: Issue 160 
For more info visit: 
ww w.bo we rs-wl lkins.com 


Tested: Issue 158 
For more info visit: 
www.velodyne.com 


Tested: Issue 172 
For more info v isit: 
www. ve Lodyne.com 


Free digital mags! 


www.homednemachoice.com/e-zines 







THE GUIDE TO TV * RECOEPEflS • BUJ-AAY 



digital 


EDITION 


SONY'S 1ST 

LED TV 
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CUSTOM BUILT BY ROCK FANS, FOR ROCK FANS 


Voltage 

WS, ' < V/M 


SUNDAY 25 JULY 2010 


SATURDAY 24 JULY 2010 


RONNIE TONY GEEZER VINHY 

JAMES 010 I0MMI BUTLER APPICE 


JOE BONAMASSA FOREIGNER 
VBACHMANiTURNER 


STAGE 


CLUTCH 


. • PROG STAGE 

marillion Hrgent 

STEVE HACKETT 

MARTIN TURNER’S WISHBONE ASH URIAH HEEP 

(PERFORMING ARGUS) (PERFORMING DEMONS & WIZARDS) 

THE REASONING • TOUCHSTONE • PENDRAGON • FOCUS 


VINYL EXCHANGE, CLASSIC ROCK CINEMA 

BEER TENT, CLASSIC MOTORBIKE & CAR EXHIBITION 


TICKETING INFO: 

LIMITED EARLY BIRD JUMP THE QUEUE (EXPIRES FEB 8TH 2010) 
DAY TICKET £65.00 (NO BOOKING FEE) 

WEEKEND TICKET £120.00 (NO BOOKING FEE) 


FESTIVAL’S 24 HOUR HOTLINE: 0871 230 5582 
ONLINE BOOKINGS WWW.HIGHVOLTAGEFESTIVAL.COM 
JAZZ CAFE BOX OFFICE, CAMDEN. 

OPENING HOURS MONDAY TO SATURDAY 10.30AM TO 5.30PM 


www.journal-plaza.net & www.freedowns.net 


* 





GEAR GUIDE DIRECTORY 


TO ADVERTISE HERE CALL 0207 042 4253 


NOW- 


Www ''«'"«. a)rect 



West London's leading 
Home Hifi & Cinema Dealer 

Tel: 020 8813 7666 


Home nv 

| direct. 

^ AUDIO VISUAL S H C I A U S r s 

— UK'S BIGGEST SELECTION OF iPOD DOCKS & SPEAKERS 

ON STAGE MICRO JVC (GROOVE HG YAMAHA P0X_30 

G 

o 


IM600US8 




compact & portable 

£49.99 

TG12i 


usb inputs Radio 

£84.99 


RADIAL 




Highly Recommended 
£94.99 

Ed if lei iFsoo luna 


2 Year warranty 
£9999 

Sounddock 


"IBl 

fm Radio Built-in 
£99.99 


Sounddock 


t 


mily Amazing Sound 

£149 99 


Quality iPhone Dock 
£109.99 

HOME AUDIO, VIDEO & CINEMA 
J YAM AH A RXV765 DEMON AVR^i9io 


fm Radio Built-in 

£149.99 



£198.99 


portable 

£349.99 


7.1 Surround Sound Amp 2009 Award Winner 

We also stock! qqj^y 


aiphason 


BOP-120 


Biu Ray DVD Player 

QED 


HKEF KHT300SSE-K2 


Quiet Comfort-15 


3#S ^ 

5 Star Rating Acoustic Noise 

cancelling Headphones 

wm EPSON WKEF 


FREE 

ON-SITE 


NEW Home AV Direct, Units 6A - 68 Bilton Way (off Pump Lane), Hayes, Middlesex UB3 3NF. 

SHOWROOM i Just 10 m | ns f, om Heathrow Airport Ounc 4 M4 or A312 on A40) o’p^RKlNGj 

NO^ Jf DEMO FACILITIES INCLUDING DEDICATED LISTENING ROOM. FULL INSTALLATION FACILITIES AVAILABLE. C 

Log onto our NEW website for Amazing deals: www.HomeAVdirect.co.uk 




Experience the Digital World! 


Custom Home Installations 

At my digital lounge we work with you to create 
the Audio Visual System thats perfect for you. 


OUR SERVICES: 

• Plasma, LCD & LED TV 

• Home Cinema Systems 

• Multi Room Audio & Video 

• High Definition & Blu-Ray 

• AV Furniture 

• Lighting Control & Mood Lighting 

and Much More! 



IN YOUR BATHROOM 


I 


Come instore to visit our showrooms 
and find out how we can help you 




SONY V\IO 


Panasonic; mapantr barmen kardon JVC 


SHARP LOEWI. «YAMAHA 


.co.uk 


I — | tuwturv 

; Jfr : my digital lounge 

*, ,* Integrated Home Entertainment 


298 Uxbridge Road, 
Hatch End, Pinner HA5 4HR 

020 8421 6677 


www.journal-plaza.net & www.freedowns.net 



























































OR EMAIL tony.martin@futurenet.co.uk 





Themescene KD20 


PROTECTORS Sr SCREENS 


7ft Grandview 7ft Grandview 

Pull Down Screen Electric Screen ai wljv 

an £Call intOAV 

For more information CALL us on 01438311625 www.lntoav.com 


7ft Grandview 
Electric Screen 
ICALL 


Check our website for latest deals and special offers 

www.pro|ectorsareus.co.uk gm PM j 

praJectarsareus@btlnternet.coin Tel: 01403 272931 


HOME AUTOMATION 


The smartest way to transform your home 


electronicdesign 


Smart Home Solutions Home Cinema Hi-Fi Lighting 


T 01784470881 

Custom Electronic Design Ltd, 11 Charter Place, High Street, Egham IW20 9EA 
enquiries@customelectronicdesign.co.uk www.customelectronicdesign.co.uk 


JVC DLA-HD550 


JVC DLAHD950 


KRELL SHOWCASE A/V PROCESSOR/PREAMP WAS £4500 NOW £1995 
EPSON EH*TW50OO PROJECTOR WAS £3500 NOW £2995 
DVDO I SCAN VP-30 VIDEO PROCESSOR WAS £1,300 NOW £695 


At Custom Electronic Design we have a passion for excellence in everything we do and aim to exceed our customers expectations. 

Our system designers are equally at home with High End Hi-Fi as they are with Home Cinema, Lighting Design, Smart Home Control Systems and Distributed 
Audio and Video. All our custom staff are certified CEDI A Designers or Installers, ensuring customer satisfaction from concept to completion of project. 

From invisible speakers in your dining room to true high definition Home Theatre, we will have the solution for you. 


• CONTRAST RATIO 10,000:1 

• BRIGHTNESS 2500 ANSI 
LUMENS 


* CONTRAST RATIO 35,000:1 

* BRIGHTNESS 3000 ANSI 
LUMENS 


WE NOW STOCK ANTHEM 
PROCESSORS AND AMPLIFIERS 
AND PARADIGM 
LOUDSPEAKERS 


SIM2 CSX 
1080 


SIM2 CSX LUMIS 


EPSON EH-TW5S00 


Horsham MiFi & 
Home Cinema 

★ SIM2 UK’S TOP INDEPENDENT DEALER 

★ EXPERT ADVICE & INSTALLATIONS 


SUPPLIER OF ALL MAKES OF SCREEN INCLUDING DA-UTE, STEWART, WTEC 


WSm 

Themescene HD86 


CALL TO 
ARRANGE A 
DEMO 


GRANDVI - w| 

£7 Senes 


The firmest Home 
Cinema Screens 


Up to &5cm fop border on EJectoc Screem 


Heavy guage American 
multiply s 


Everything a scree 
should be J4 


Built in IR Remote 


1 2 Volt 
Trigger 


Manual up and 
down overide 


Electric with built in IR Remote & 12 Volt Trigger 


6:9 (viewable area 67" x 38 ) 
6:9 (viewable area SO" x 45'} 
6:9 (viewable area 92" x 52“} 
6:9 (Viewable area i 04“ x B&l 


£485 

£525 

£569 

£649 




SB 


6 9 (viewable area 67 H x 38 ) 
6 9 (viewable area 80“ x.45*) 
6 9 (viewable area 92" x 521 


£209 

£229 

£265 


www.journal-plaza.net & www.freedowns.net 
































































GEAR GUIDE DIRECTORY 


Starscape * 

Fibre Optic and LED Lighting * 


We supply Fibre Optics and LED lighting 
systems to trade and DIY customers. 

Linear LED flexible tape or rigid strips, 
single colour or RGB with a range of 
controllers and power supplies. 

Custom made fibre optic harnesses to 
suit any room size or off-the-shelf kits. 

Friendly advice and support for your 
project. 


^ - • ;r 

/■ ' ^ s. 

7 Main Street, Lowick, Berwick upon Tweed, Northumberland, TD1S 2UD. 
info@starceiling.co.uk Tel: (01289) 388399 Fax: 388507 

www.starceiling.co.uk 



TO ADVERTISE HERE CALL 0207 042 4253 


m w w #1 



Tech link HDMI 
cables 


680201 1m HDMI £27.99 
680202 2m HDMI £33,99 
680205 5m HDMI £59.99 
680209 10m HDMI £94,89 
680207 1 5m HDMI £128.99 




HD DVD, Blu Ray DVD 
and Sky HD etc 


700202 {XS202J 2m HDMI £52i 
700205 (XS205) 5m HDMI £74i 


3x1 HDMI 

switch 


Please see 
website for latest 
prices 



3x1 HDMI 
switch, suitable 
for all HD 
resolutions 
including 1080p 

£23.99 


AND MANY 
MORE 


WNDY jhaaiHimiisI 

CONNECTION PERFECTION 


www.TVCables.co.uk 

FOR THE BEST UK PRICES ON QUALITY AV CABLES 

sales@tvcables.co.uk 020 7100 4874 



Cimma~Sfioh.co.uk I Shop 

( I Hadle 


: 244 London Road 
Hadleigh Essex SS7 2DE 


Online: i • ui 

Phone: 01702 554100 




t3Uw~m^ (W/pgmdJm 
(Lmftmtt m fflUgJk-Vfedk 


www.bluray-iipgrades.com 


Cob 


We are first in UK to modify these machines! 

Fonosonk Blu-Ray Plovers 


fm 


can upgrade most twuray 
ayers and ror orders etc 
Panasonic models 
can be modified 
Winle U Wan Service 


Rrursy Ufkgrartws 



MuttTrwglon Upgrades to moat Panasonic modetef indudlng dvtj mcorders 


Pioneer BDP-LX series 
Panasonic DMP-BD series 
Panasonic SC-0T senes 
Panasonic DMR-BS series 
Sony BDP-S series 

Phone or see web site 
for more details! 


New! Panasonic Biu-rsy Home Cinema System, modification for multlzone bto-rayM 


All rvt|uined at our workshop for installation. work earned out using sophi 
programming and advanced soldering cools by competent engineers 
Modifications to dvd players since 1997 


P/om 


Free iPod when you buy selected AV Amp together with Blu-ray Player 


imo 


Check Website for Applicable Models 




Panasonic. 

Blu-ray Recorder 

with Freesat CM« K 730 


AV Receiver 


< 9 k 

freesat 


Twin Freesat Tuners 
Record 2 channels at once 
250Gb Hard Disk Recordlng| 
Record HD from BBC, ITV 


AV RECEIVER AND BLU-RAY PLAYER 


was £899 Now £649 


www.journal-plaza.net & www.freedowns.net 
























































OR EMAIL tony.martin@futurenet.co.uk 


AV SPECIALISTS 





thiatik HIGH PERFORMANCE AV FURNITURE 

• Catole Management 

• Speaken Compartment 

• Flow "TlnrxDLjgln Ventfetiom 

• I.R Friendly Glaes ,.^ ™™ 


Other brands sold including,,.. 

Optimum * atphason * Origin just-racks * fltncama flu dm 
www.avsupports.com 


CALL FREE ON 0800 Qll 4584 FOR SALES, KELP AND GUIDANCE 



MIDLANDS 



SOUND & VISION CENTER 

7M 


Demonstration Studios 
Cinema Theatre 
Home Installation 
Multiroom Specialists 
In House Service Dept 
Mail Order Available 


15S High Street:, Bloxwich, Walsall 

01922 


Late Night Thursday I 

www.soundacademy.co.uk 


PROTECTOR SCREENS 




Crosbv & Bown 



Projector Screen 
Specialists 

Tel: 01636 639 900 

Online Sales & Ebay Shop 


mvw.CrosbyandRownLtd.co.uk 

stores.shop.ebay.co.uk/Crosby-and-Bown 







£554 


203xnn rsifi 

234x132 £596 
265*149 £760 
293x163 £395 


Easy Pneumatic 
Floor Operated 

Screens 

SIZES; 1,2-2 m 


' 


Realm Tab-tension screens come 
with built-in radio remote control 


SIZES; 1,8-lm 


Si! TtAM or SCREIH 

MAttUfACfUftlHa 


Gaa 



r 7x1 u 

r 7d3JSl15£iW 
234X132 £269 
299x1GB £3S3 
a^iKiga £545 


Fixed Frame Screens 

SIZES; 1,fl-4fn 


we have a full 
selection of 
screens; 

* Electric 

* Manual 

* wall 

- Celling 

* Floor 

* Rear 

- Custom made 

* Screen material 
by the metre 


QUALITY SCREENS AT LOW PRICES 

Screens visit www.drhscreens.co.iik 
or call 020 8885 SS04 


■WEB DIRECTORY 


flVToocl.eo.uk 


Toad's HEW Bundle Offers Online NOWt 
tel: 0 1801 800801 


*&* 







HITACHI JVC « 


SONY TOSHIBA 


Top Brands. Lowest Prices. Call 020 8924 7744. 

www. rg b d i rect. co. u k 


rgblll 


m M M Authorised Dealer of All Major UK Brands gyy p^y LATER! 

SSS hifi.com INTEREST FREE CREDIT for 9 Months 

PLASMA & LCD TV I DVD/HDD & BLU-RAY I HOME CINEMA I HI-FI & PORTABLE AUDIO I CAMCORDERS & CAMERAS I CAR HIFI & NAVIGATION 


www.journal-plaza.net & www.freedowns.net 




















































130 www.homecinemachoice.com 


COMING NEXT IN 



A whole new 



Everything you 
ever wanted to 
know about 3D 
-including the 
compatible TVs, 
Blu-ray players, 
amplifiers and 
movies! 


^-Next issue's highlights BEST-SELLING TVs We test the UK’s favourite 
flatscreens KLIPSCH Affordable home cinema system from US speaker giant LG The major CE 
brand enters the NAS market STYLE GURU Exclusive interview with Sony’s head of design 
ONKYO Flagship AVR tested PLUS: All the latest news, Blu-ray/DVD reviews and more 

CONTENTS SUBJECT TO CHANGE. BUT ONLY FOR THE BETTER 

www.journal-plaza.net & www.freedowns.net 




SONY 

BLU-RAY PLAYER WITH 
EASY INTERNET FEATURES 

- Full HD lOSOp Video Output 
via HDMI 

* Upscales Standard DVDs 

* Wireless Photo Data Streaming 

* 24P True Cinema 


Model: BDP-S5G0 


37” 1080P Full HD 

Bravia LCD TV with 

Freesat HD 

• 1920 x 1080 resolution 

• 24 FPS 

« 4 HDMI Inputs 

• Integrated Freesat HD 
& Freeview Tuners 

• USB Connection 


CALL US NOW FOR OUR 

LATEST PRICE 


26” HD READY 
BRAVIA LCD TV 

• 720p / 1080i Resolution 

• 3 HDMI Inputs 

• PC Input 

• USE Photo Viewer 


CALL US NOW FOR OUR 

LATEST PRICE 



SO" 1080P FULL HD VIERA PLASMA | 
TV WITH FREESAT HD TUNER 

* 600Hz Picture Processing 

* 3 HDMI Inputs 

* 2,000,000:1 Contrast Ratio 

* SDCard Slot 


CALL US NOW FOR OUR 

LATEST PRICE 


Panas.. 

Model: TX-P5DG1 OB 


freesat digital^) 


Momi 


5.1 BLU RAY HOME 
CINEMA SYSTEM 


SONY 







CALL US NOW FOR OUR 

LATEST PRICE 


• 1080p Full HD Blu-ray Disc player 

• Up-scales Standard DVD 

• 1OO0W total Power Output 

• iPhone / iPod Dock included 


Model: BD-VE3QQ 


5,1 BLU-RAY HOME 
CINEMA SYSTEM 

• Full-HD Movie Playback 

• Smart Setup with Auto Speaker Setup 

• Various HD audio Decoders 

• Integrated Universal IPod Dock 


CALL OS NOW FOR OUR 

LATEST PRICE 


5.1 DVD HOME CINEMA 
SYSTEM 

1O0QW Power Output 
LOSOP Dp Scaling via HDMI 
Multiple Playback formats 
Multiple Audio Decoders 


CALL OS NOW FOR OUR 

LATEST PRICE 



HDmi 


42” 1Q8DP FULL HD LCD TV 

WITH FREESAT HD 

* 1920x 1080 Resolution/24 FPS 

* 80,000: i Dynamic Contrast Ratio 

* Twin KD Engine / 100Hz Picture Processing 
*3 HDMI Inputs 


CALL US NOW FOR OUR 

LATEST PRICE 



call or check online @ www.digitaldirect.co.uk 


FREE 

EXPERT TECHNICAL 

ADVICE 


BUY NOW 
PAY 2011 


APPLIES ID AIL TELEPHONE ORDERS OVER £400 


HUGE VARIETY OF 

ACCESSORIES 

AVAILABLE 


SALES HOTLINE 
OPENING TIMES 

MONDAY - FRIDAY 
3AM- 11PM 
SUNDAY 
1DAM-11PM 


WE ACCEPT: 


3* 

.DELTA § 


All offers, prices ami slock are subject lo availability and change All goods remain the property of Digital Direct until paid in full. In line with the Distance Selling Regulations 2000 you may cancel your order within sewn working days, This must be done in 

the form ol a letter, fax or email; a telephone call does not constitute cancellation. All goods accepted lor rEtum under this regulation must be io their original box and packaging and returned through your own courier. We expect such goods tn he brand new 

with all accessories in pristine condition. Goods that are not kept in this manner mill he subject to a handling fee of 25% ol the purchase price. We deliver only wilhin mainland UK. Foil terms and conditions ol the sale are available at wwiv.dlgitaldirecl 

CDLUk/terms/. The terms of sale dn not a tied your statutory rights. All calls are recorded lor training purposes. *Lo-Call *calts to DB44 numbers am charged at 5p per minute trnm a BT line Dlher mobiles and other retworks/providers may vary. Prices correct at time nl print. 


www.journal-plaza.net & www.freedowns.net 










































"Loudspeaker gem really sparkles* 

Diamond 10.5 Review - Hi-Fi Choice Awards 2009 


' Wharfedale's Diamond Series continues to 
outsparkfe its rivals." 

BBC Music, December 2009 


- m/vsic 
CHOICE 


The Diamond 1 0.1 s take Wharfedaie back to the 
TRSS?«iKi!» 7 forefront of budget speakers. Truly excellent. 

Diamond 10.1 Review - WHF? Sound and Vision, 
September 2009 


WHAT HI Ft? 

moil MO AMD VimiOM 


AWARDS 3009 



"Its the tenth generation of Wharfedale s budget speaker, 
and arguably the best yet" 

Diamond 10.1 Product of the Year, Stereo Speakers 
WHF? Sound and Vision Awards 2009 


'The budget speaker arena has been revitalised by 
WHAT M Ft?" the latest incarnation of a model that first saw the 
sDuMD laa vision tight of day in the '80s* 

GR0U?ns rwtNNEH Diamond 10,1 Group Test - WHF? Sound and Vision, 
October 2009 



99999 


The Diamond 10.3 has an extraordinarily accomplished 
design that offers superb balance and a great raft of 
strengths as modem floorslanders go. At the price. 

It is a svelte bargain. ri 

Diamond 10.3 Review - Hi-Fi World, January 2010 


IAG House Sovereign Court Ermine Business Park Huntingdon 
Cambs PE29 6XU Tel: 01480 447700 Fax: 01480 431767 
www.wharfedale.co.uk 
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